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名家访谈

系统功能语言学教学之反思：
麦蒂森访谈录（第一部分）

克里斯蒂安·麦蒂森①
　王　博②

　马园艺③

香港理工大学　中山大学　广东科学技术职业学院

　　本次访谈旨在分享克里斯蒂安·麦蒂森（ChristianMatthiessen）教授在系统功能语言学教学方面

的一些体会。采访时间为２０１７年１２月２９日，地点位于麦蒂森在香港理工大学英文系的办公室。以

系统功能语言学教学为主题的访谈共分两部分，本篇论文为其中的第一部分。本文主要围绕七个要点

展开：① 低龄学习者是否适合学习系统功能语言学；② 麦蒂森多年来讲授过的系统功能语言学课程；

③ 关于指导不同程度的学生学习系统功能语言学的一些体会；④ 如何导入本科生的系统功能语言学

课程；⑤ 适合初学者学习系统功能语言学的书目有哪些；⑥ 如何在课堂上讲授元功能理论；⑦ 如何指

导学生练习划分小句。

麦蒂森自２０世纪８０年代末便开始从事系统功能语言学教学工作。虽然他的授课对象并不包括

中小学生，但他肯定了在低龄学习者中开展系统功能语言学教学的意义，并介绍了杰夫·威廉姆

斯（GeoffWilliams）与露丝·弗伦奇（RuthFrench）的研究。麦蒂森认为，中小学生在学习系统功能语

言学的理论术语时既不会有太大困难，也不会对此表示反感。教师面临的挑战则主要来自教师培训、

授课材料、教育制度、工作环境及考试制度等方面。

麦蒂森自１９８８年起分别于悉尼大学、麦考瑞大学及香港理工大学任教，讲授过多门与系统功能语

言学相关的课程，包括“语法、意义及语篇”“语篇、语义及语境”“语域变体”等，涉及语言类型学、语言教

学、翻译研究等多个领域。同时，他还在世界各地讲授过多门短期密集课程。他认为，多数学员在学习

系统功能语言学时格外注重理论在教学或翻译研究中的应用价值，学员对理论的掌握也与其对理论应

用的兴趣密切相关。

谈及在大学中对不同程度的学生讲授系统功能语言学的体会，麦蒂森强调了对本科生开展语言学

教学的重要性，并建议在本科一年级让学生从语言的表达层面（expressionplane）接触语言、了解语言，

从语音练习入手，而不应过早讲授句法规则、语音规则等语言学理论。硕士、博士的教学都应建立在学

生掌握语音知识的基础上。同时，麦蒂森还介绍了澳洲和香港在研究生培养计划上的差异。

麦蒂森认为，如何导入本科生的系统功能语言学课程要视学生情况而定。如果学生并没有学习传

统语法的背景，授课时就不需要过度强调传统语法与功能语法的差异（Coffin等，２００９）。麦蒂森再次

①

②

③

克里斯蒂安·麦蒂森（ChristianMatthiessen）（１９５６—），男，讲座教授。主要研究方向为系统功能语言学。通信地址：香港九龙红

磡香港理工大学英文系，邮编：９９９０７７。电子邮箱：christian．matthiessen＠polyu．edu．hk
王博（１９８４—），男，博士，副研究员。主要研究方向为系统功能语言学。通信地址：广东珠海唐家中山大学国际翻译学院，邮

编：５１９０８２。电子邮箱：wangbo５５＠mail．sysu．edu．cn
马园艺（１９７９—），女，博士，讲师。主要研究方向为系统功能语言学。通信地址：广东珠海金湾区广东科学技术职业学院国际合作

学院，邮编：５１９０９０。电子邮箱：yuanyi．ma＠connect．polyu．hk



强调了从语音视角切入课程的意义，并建议教授学生从语音层面了解系统及选择的意义，进而使学生

对人类语言的语音潜势（soundingpotential）有所掌握。同时，麦蒂森将从系统角度与结构角度描述语

音进行比较，指出了系统功能语言学在研究语音上的优势。

谈及适合初学者入门的书目，麦蒂森推荐了杰夫·汤普森（GeoffThompson）的《功能语法入

门》（IntroducingFunctionalGrammar）（２０１４）以及戴维·巴特（DavidButt）等人撰写的《功能语法的

应用》（UsingFunctionalGrammar）（１９９５）。麦蒂森理想中的入门读物包括以下特点：① 采取自下而

上的视角介绍语言，从人类身体器官发出的语音切入；② 兼顾自上而下的视角，从语义角度介绍语言，

并借此从人类身体的感官切入；③ 使用多种语言对语言学进行介绍，不局限于英语或汉语。

在讲授元功能理论时，麦蒂森支持将元功能同语言的个体发生（ontogenesis）相联系。这样做一方

面可以将复杂的理论解释清楚，另一方面可以使学生回忆自己学习语言的过程，增加课程的趣味性。

林文杰（MarvinLam）也曾经在香港理工大学尝试过这一方法。同时，麦蒂森建议在课堂上使用图片、

视频、录音等多种资源，并希望在编著教材时可以配备网络资源或录音。麦蒂森还在授课时鼓励学生

创建自己的文本资料库，以督促学生在生活中观察语言、重视语言。

最后，麦蒂森就如何指导学生学习划分小句提出了自己的见解。他主张按语域区分文本，从食谱

等程序性文本（proceduraltext）入手。这类文本不仅包含较少的语法隐喻，其语义和词汇语法之间的

关系也更一致。麦蒂森还介绍了他和韩礼德（Halliday）曾经计划撰写的专著《英语语篇导论》（An

IntroductiontoEnglishDiscourse），提出了从语域的视角对个人在成长过程中接触的文本进行介绍的

构想。

SomeReflectionsonTeachingSystemicFunctional

Linguistics:AnInterviewwithChristian

M.I.M.Matthiessen(PartⅠ)

ChristianM．I．M．Matthiessen①,BoWang
②andYuanyiMa

③

TheHongKongPolytechnicUniversity;SunYat-senUniversity;

GuangdongPolytechnicofScienceandTechnology

　　ChristianM．I．M．MatthiessenisChairProfessoroftheDepartmentofEnglish,theFacultyof

Humanities,atTheHongKongPolytechnicUniversity(PolyU),whereheisamemberofthe

PolySystemicResearchGroup．HehasdegreesinlinguisticsfromLundUniversity(BA)wherehe

studiedArabicandphilosophy,andfromUniversityofCalifornia,LosAngeles(MA,PhD),and

haspreviouslyheldpositionsatSydneyUniversityandMacquarieUniversity．Hehasco-authored

variousbookswithMichaelHalliday,suchasHalliday'sIntroductiontoFunctionalGrammarand

ConstruingExperiencethroughMeaning:ALanguage-BasedApproachtoCognition．

BoWangandYuanyiMaareactivemembersofthePolySystemicResearchGroup,anSFL(systemic

functionallinguistics)workinggroupwithbothaninternationalandregionalfocusinthePearlRiver

Delta,ChinaandSoutheastAsia．TheyreceivedtheirdoctoraldegreesfromTheHongKongPolytechnic

２　教育语言学研究（２０２０年）



University,andtheirresearchinterestsincludesystemicfunctionallinguistics(SFL),translationstudies,

discourseanalysisandlanguagetypology．Theyareco-authorsofSystemicFunctionalTranslation

Studies:TheoreticalInsightsandNewDirections(Equinox,inpress),LaoShe'sTeahouseandIts

Two English Translations:Exploring Chinese Drama Translation with Systemic Functional

Linguistics(Routledge,２０２０),SystemicFunctionalInsightsonLanguageandLinguistics(Springer,

forthcoming),andTranslatingTagore'sStrayBirdsintoChinese:ApplyingSystemicFunctional

LinguisticstoChinesePoetryTranslation(Routledge,２０２１)．Theyarealsoco-editorsofTheorizing

andApplyingSystemicFunctionalLinguistics:DevelopmentsbyChristianM．I．M．Matthiessen．Bo

WangisAssociateResearchFellowatSchoolofInternationalStudies,SunYat-senUniversity．

YuanyiMaisLectureratGuangdongPolytechnicofScienceandTechnology．

ChristianM．I．M．MatthiessenisaleadingscholarintheSFLfieldandalong-timecollaborator

withM．A．K．Halliday．Inthisinterviewwithhim,whichtookplaceonDecember２９,２０１７inhis

officeatTheHongKongPolytechnicUniversity,hecommentsonhisexperiencesofteachingSFL．

HetalksabouttheyounglearnersofSFL,reflectsonthecoursesonSFLhepreviouslytaught,

discussesthestrategiesforteachingstudentsatdifferentlevels,givessuggestionsonbeginning

acourseforundergraduatestudents,andrecommendssomebooksforbeginners．Thisinterview

transcriptalsoincludesMatthiessen'sinsightsonteachingmetafunctionsandclausechunking．

１　TeachingSFLtoYoungLearners

BoWang:ThethreeofusallhavesomeexperiencesofteachingSFL．Thestudentswehavetaught

arealluniversitystudents．Howaboutyou,Christian?CanchildrenlearnSFL?

ChristianMatthiessen:Nobodywouldbefoolishenoughtoletmeteachsecondaryschoolstudentsor

primaryschoolstudents．Butifthereisoneopportunity,itwouldbeinteresting．Ofcourse,

therearevariousexplorationsofteachingSFLtoyoungstudents,eitherembeddedinteaching

andwriting,orspecificallyinteachingaboutthegrammar．Anumberofpeoplehavedone

researchesonthis,includingGeoffWilliams(e．g．１９９５,１９９８,２００５)andaprimaryschool

teachernamedRuthFrench(２０１３)．Thegeneralsenseisthatthesestudiesareverysuccessful

andyounglearnerslovelearningaboutlanguage．Thisiswell-knownbynow．Butasfarasthe

younglearnersareconcerned,theyhavenoproblemwithterminology,andtheyloveit．They

havetogrowandcopewithterminology,talkingaboutdinosaursortheminionsorwhatever

itmightbe．Theyalsohaveterminologyinothersubjects．So,whynotinproto-linguistics?

　　Thechallengeswouldcomewhenteachersarenottrainedtodothis．Theyareaskedtodo

it,buttheydonothavethematerials,thetrainingandsoon．So,itisveryimportanttobring

allthesetogether．Insomecontexts,thelessonisthatyouhavetoadoptatrinocularapproach

ifyou wantto makechangesintheschoolsystem (fortrinocularapproachseee．g．

Halliday,１９７８,１９９６)．Cominginfromabove,therearetheministryofeducationandthe

schoolauthority(liketheEducationBureauhereinHongKong)．Butyoualsohavetocomein

frombelow,i．e．fromthefrontlineteachersandeventhestudents．Also,fromroundabout,

thereistheenvironmentoftheparticularschooltheyworkin．Unlessalltheseareinsome

sensecoordinatedandsynchronized,chancesarethattheattemptwouldfail．So,ifyoucome

inonlyfromabove,butyoudonothavethesupportfromthepeoplewhoactuallyhaveto
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engagewithteaching,thenitisprobablydoomedtofail．Fortheteachers,nomatterhow

enthusiastic,insightfulandinformedtheyare,theycannotoverturnthecurriculumorthe

examinationsystem．Theycanseethattheexaminationsystemintroducesinertiaandan

unfortunateorientationinthewholeeducationalprocess,butthesystemisverydifficulttobe

replaced．

　　Ihavenottaughtprimaryorsecondaryschoolstudents,butIhavetaughtteacherswho

teachthem．Aftertalkingtotheteachers,Ihavehadthisexperience．Forinstance,whileI

wasinIndiaoveranumberofyearsago,ItaughtanintensivecourseforEnglishteachersfor

overaweekortwo．TheygotveryexcitedandenthusiasticaboutwhatwecandowithSFLand

withteachingaboutlanguageasawayofempoweringstudents．Butultimately,theysaidthey

hadtotraintheirstudentstopasstheexams,whichunfortunatelypointedthematavery

differentdirection．

２　Matthiessen'sCoursesonSFL

BoWang:YourexperienceofteachingSFLmusthavestartedinthe１９８０swhenyouwereatSydney

University．

ChristianMatthiessen:Yes,thefirstsustainedeffortwasin１９８８．

BoWang:Whatcourseshaveyoutaughtsofar?

ChristianMatthiessen:Inasense,thecoursethatIstartedteachingandinheritedatMacquarie

Universitywas“Grammar,Meaningand Discourse”．Butthere werealsocoursesthat

wereconcernedwithgrammar,engaginggrammarasameaning-makingresource,including

“Discourse,SemanticsandContext”and“RegisterVariation”．

　　Then,Ihavealsotaughtinothercontexts,likethecoursesonlanguagetypologyandon

translatortrainingthroughtextanalysis．Therewerecoursesthatweremoretheoretically-

oriented,likeacourseIintroducedatMacquariethatlookedatlanguagethroughparadigmatic

organizations,i．e．throughsystems．TherewasonecoursehereatTheHongKongPolytechnic

UniversityonregisterialcartographythatIhadintroduced．Thentherehadalsobeencourses

ontrendsforappliedlanguagescienceswheretherewasjustonesmallcomponentofSFL

andcoursesonlinguistictheoriesforresearchstudents．

　　Thereweresimilarintensivecourses．LiketheonesinIndiathatIhavementioned,Ihad

beenaskedtoteachintensivecoursesindifferentplacesaroundtheworld,likeAustralia,

China,JapanandafewplacesinLatinAmerica．Butofcourse,oneofthemainthemesof

thecourseswastohelppeoplecomingfromeducationorfromtranslation(cf．Matthiessen,

Wang&Ma,２０１７a,２０１７b)．Itisinterestingtoseethattheaspectsoftheoveralltheoretical

potentialtofocusonwillcertainlydependontheinterestofthestudents．Inasense,itisrarer

tobeinacontextwherelinguisticsiswithoutanimmediatelinktosomeareasofapplication

likeeducationortranslation．

３　TeachingSFLtoStudentsofDifferentLevels

BoWang:Inapreviousinterviewoneducationallinguistics(Matthiessen,Wang&Ma,２０１９a),you

havetalkedaboutthedifferencesbetweenthecoursestaughttoundergraduatestudentsandthose
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toMAstudents．Aretheremoreobservationsonthosecourses?

ChristianMatthiessen:Yes,wehavehadawholerangeofcourses．Talkingabouttheundergraduate

students,oneimportantobservationistheinsightsweowedtoMichaelHalliday．Hesaidthat

youhavetothinkcarefullyabouthowyoustartuplinguisticswithundergraduatestudents(see

alsoMatthiessen,Wang&Ma,２０１９b)．Thereisafashionofstartingthefirst-yearlectureson

linguisticsbyteachingstudentsaboutlinguistics,whichmeansteachingthemtowritesomekind

ofsyntacticrules,suchasphrase-structurerules,transformationalrulesandsimilarrulesin

phonology(e．g．Chomsky,１９５７;Chomsky&Halle,１９６８)．ButHalliday'stakeonitis

absolutelyright:inthefirstyear,youteachthemaboutlanguage,whichmeansthatyouhelp

themdevelopasenseoflanguagethatisakindofreflectionoflanguage—anengagementwith

languagethatwedonotnormallyexplore,becauseitispartofusandabackgroundtous．Butit

isthatabilitytobegintoreflectonlanguageandengagewithlanguagethatisaveryimportant

wayin．Andthatincludesjustbeingabletoattendtorhythmicpatterns,intonationpatternsand

whatIcalled“phoneticyoga”．Inthefirstyear,itcanbeveryinformativeforstudentstobegin

toexploretheirarticulatorypotential,whichoftenmeansbreakingoutofthemothertongue,

beginningtolearntouseotherpartsofthepotentialthanthosethatarephonologizedand

semioticizedinthemothertongue．Thatisveryimportant,anditisawayofgettingintothe

senseoflanguageaspotential—languageaschoice．Inaway,thatiseasiertobeintroducedat

theexpressionlevel(theexpressionplaneoflanguage)(e．g．Halliday,１９９２a,１９９７),becauseit

isinsomesensefinite．Asmembersofthehumanfamily,weallinprinciplesharethe

articulatoryandauditorypotential．So,thereisnoreasonwhyweshouldnotengagewiththe

“phoneticyoga”andlearntoarticulatesoundsthatare“foreign”tousfromwhateverlanguage

itcomesfrom．

　　Whenpeoplegettothemaster'sanddoctorallevels,youassumethattheyhavehadthis

background．Butthatis not necessarily the case,because they can getinto these

programscomingfromsomeotherdiscipline．Thatcanbeaninterestingchallenge．Withmaster

studentsinHongKong,becauseinprincipleyouonlyhaveoneyear,theprogramissopacked,

soitisdifficulttohavethiskindoftransition．Butyoucanarticulatethepossiblelearningpath

forstudents(whetherheisinanundergraduateprogram,an MAprogramoradoctoral

program)．Againweshouldnotethatwithaone-yearMAprogram,thereisnotmuchwecando

inthepath．ButIthinkthatisimportant．Yousimplyhaveasortofstudypath;youbuildon

theearlierexperiences,earlierinsightsandsoon;andthenyoucangofurther．Itcanbea

semanticpathorwhatever,butthereissometensionbetweenthatandthecompletely

unconstrainedelectivecourses．

　　WhenIarrivedatSydneyUniversity,theyhadthebestMAprogramIevercameacross,

becausetheyhadthreestepsofteachingSFL．Thiswasnotactuallyaone-semestersystem,buta

tri-semestersystem．Onedosewasaprelim,wheretheywarmedupandlearnedupchunkinga

textintodifferentunitsanddoingsomeanalysis．Thenfollowingthat,theyhadacourseon

functionalgrammar,andthencoursesontextincontext,registervariationandsoon．Thatwas

veryverygoodandeffective,butitwasbuiltontheconditionthatyoucouldhavethiskindof

sequence．Andthenyougottothepoint,becausepeoplecouldreallymasterthetheoretical
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descriptiveanalyticalresources．Butyouwouldhavetoadjustthattothelocalconditions．

Otherwiseitwouldbedifficult．

　　Forundergraduatestudents,itdepends．InAustralia,Ithinkitisstillverygood．Youcan

getabachelor'sdegreeeitherinthreeyears(foranordinarybachelor'sdegree)orfouryears．

Thereisanhonorsprogram,andthefourthyearismuchmoreresearch-oriented．Thatiswhere

youcouldintroducetheresearchmethodsandthemoretheoreticalaspectsofSFL．Attheendof

thatyear,thestudentshavetoproduceanhonorsthesis,whichismoresubstantialthana

capstonethesiswehaveatPolyUnow．Thehonorsthesisisamoresubstantialwork,andisa

greatspringboardintopostgraduateresearchstudies．Ifyoutakethroughanhonorsyear,then

youdogetsomethingthatismoretheory-oriented．Peoplecouldengage,andwedidgetsome

veryinterestingworks．

　　ForanMAprogram,ithastobemoreapplied,butprobablymoretowardstoolingpeople

uptodoanalysisofdiscourseincontext．Peoplecomefromdifferentbackgrounds,butobviously

oneoftheirmajorbackgroundsisaneducationalone．Ifyoumovethemintodoctoralwork,

thenthereisawiderrange．Youassumethatpeoplearemuchmorepreparedtoengagewith

theoreticalfoundations,comparisonsoftheoriesandsoon,sothereisakindofnatural

progressionhere．Thatislikewhatonestartstodoinanhonorsyear,butatahigherlevel．

Ofcourse,theresearchcomponentofthatisquitesignificant．Itwouldbeinterestingto

considerwhatitwouldmeantodesignawholeundergraduate,awholeMA,orawholedoctoral

programbasedonSFL,butasfarasIknow,nobodyhasbeenabletodothis．Atalltheplaces,

IhaveseenthatSFLexistsalongsideotherkindsofteaching．Iamnotsayingthattheprogram

shouldbeSFLonly,butIreallymeanaprogramwithSFLastheoneguidingprinciplein

design．Thatwouldbeveryexciting,butmaybeitispieinthesky．

　　AsIhavetalkedtopeopleontranslatortraining,theincidentthatseemstohappenis:you

buildtheprogramnotonlyaroundsomenotionofprogressionthroughregistersintermsof

thechallenge(difficulty)intranslating,butalsointermsofwhataspectsofthelinguistic

resourcesinthemothertongueandinthetargetlanguagegetexercisedalongtheway．Mysense

isthatintranslatortraining,ittendstobemoreofa“dog'sdinner”intermsoftheselectionof

texts．Textsmaybeselectedbecausetheyaremoreeasilyavailable,insteadofthinkingthrough

whatitwouldmeantostepbystepbuildingupthetranslator'smultilingualmeaningpotentialby

exposingthemtoanincreasingrangeofregistersandalsosomekindofprogressioninchallenge

anddifficulty．ThatisnotaboutteachingSFL,butabouthavingaprograminformedbyinsights

fromSFL．

　　Youcouldhaveimaginedthesamethingforbachelorinprofessionalcommunicationat

PolyU．ItisnotbasedonSFL,butyoucouldhaveimaginedanSFLversion,whichisactually

systematicallybasedonthekindofinsightsintolanguageindifferentinstitutionalcontextsfrom

SFL．Thatisanotherpossibility．SFLcouldbeatargetitself,butitcouldalsobesomethingthat

underpinsthecurriculumthinkingandselectionandsoon．

４　BeginningaCourseonSFLforUndergraduateStudents

BoWang:TalkingaboutteachingacourseonSFLforundergraduatestudentswhoknownothing
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aboutSFLbefore,whatshallwebeginwithinthatcourse?

ChristianMatthiessen:Veryinterestingquestion．

BoWang:IattendedMarvinLam'sclassbefore,andhestartedwiththerelationshipbetween

traditionalgrammarandfunctionalgrammar,andalsotheontogenesisofhowachildacquires

hismothertongue．

ChristianMatthiessen:Thisdependsverymuchonthelocalcircumstanceofthecourse．Ihavebeen

inacontextwheresomeproportionofthestudentsalreadyhadabackgroundoftraditional

grammar．Forthem,thatwouldmakesense．Butsomeproportionofthestudentshadnothad

thatkindofbackground,thenthatwouldnotbeaverygoodstart．

　　Personally,Iwouldratherforgettraditionalgrammarandinitiatethroughlanguage,

throughlanguageawarenessandsoon．Butitreallydependsonwherethestudentscomefrom．

ThereisausefulbookbyateamfromOpenUniversityintheUKthattakesastepthrough

traditionalgrammar,whichisreferredtoasformalgrammarinthebook(Coffin,Donohue&

North,２００９)．Theyhavebuiltuptheirbookfromtraditionalgrammarintofunctional

grammar．

　　Ontheonehand,Iprefertodoitthroughlanguage;andontheotherhand,ittendsto

givepeoplethesensethatthereistraditionalgrammar,andthenseparatelythereisfunctional

grammar．Ihavetriedtoshowtopeoplethatthatisnotthecase．Itisallfunctionalgrammar,

whichhassimplyswallowedtraditionalgrammar．Thisistrueofmanydisciplines．Inphysics,

whenrelativitytheorywasintroduced,Newtonianphysicswasnotthrownout,butwas

swallowedupandwasadaptedandrelativized．Ithinkitisthesame．Iwouldrathersay:“I'm

teachingyouthis,butit'sallpartoffunctionalgrammar．Forgettraditionalgrammar．”

Ofcoursetherearewordclassesandsoon,butIamnotteachingyoutraditionalgrammar,I

amteachingyoupartofanoverallunifiedandholisticconceptionoflanguage．Thereare

alwaysprosandcons,butwedotendtogetthismisunderstandingwhenpeoplesay:“Ah,I

needtraditionalgrammar,andIneedfunctionalgrammar”．Iwouldsay:“No,youdon'tneed

traditionalgrammar,whatyouneediswhat'sbeentakenupandadaptedfromthetradition．”

Asinanydiscipline,youdonotthrowawayyourfoundations．Ihavebeentryingtodisabuse

peopleofthatnotion．Butitdependsontheconditions,soyoushouldalwayslocalizeyour

approach．

　　IfyouarethinkingaboutintroducingtheSFLtheoryanddescription(e．g．Halliday,１９８５a;

Matthiessen,１９９５;Halliday&Matthiessen,２０１４),itwouldprobablymakesensetomovein

fromtheouterstrataoflanguage．Itiseasierforpeopletoengagewithtextasflowofmeaning

incontextontheonehand,andontheotherhandwiththeflowofsoundsattheotherstrata

end．Thevalueofdoingthatis:withtheflowofsounds,youcangeneratesomeprinciplesof

languageinaneasierandmoreaccessibleway．Itiseasiertoisolatesystems—totrythem

out(i．e．whatIcalled“phoneticyoga”)．Theprincipleofchoiceisgoodtobeworkedoutin

phoneticsandintophonologytogivepeoplephoneticallyasenseofthesoundingpotentialas

thesoundingpotentialofthehumanbody,andphonologicallyasthesoundingpotentialofa

particularlanguage — thewaythatthelanguagehassemioticizedthehumanbody(cf．

Halliday&Greaves,２００８;Matthiessen,inpress)．
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　　Youcantakeadvantageofthefactthatphonologicalsystemsaremuchsmallerthan

semanticsystemsorlexicogrammaticalsystems．Withinamoremanageablerealm,youcan

exploretheseissues．Also,“phoneticyoga”includeslearningtodiscriminatedistinctionsthat

arenotphonologizedinone'smothertongue—aparticularlanguage．Itisbecomingmore

attentive,moresensitized,awarenessraisingandconsciousnessraisingaboutlanguage．So,ifI

hadtheopportunity,Iwouldgoaboutitlikethat．

Bo Wang:Since weareapproachinglexicogrammarfrom below,i．e．from phoneticsand

phonology,canwetellourstudentsaboutstratification?

ChristianMatthiessen:Ithinkideallyyes,butagainitdependsonwhatkindofstudentstheyare

andhowmuchofthecurriculumisdevotedtothisaspectofit．Butotherthingsbeingequal,

thiswouldbetheidealcase．Itisacompletetragedythatpeopledonotgetphoneticsand

phonologyinthisway．Forphonology,whattheytendtogetissolvingjigsawpuzzle．Bothat

SydneyUniversityandatMacquarieUniversity,bythetimeItaughtthethird-yearstudents,

whowerepotentialhonorsstudentsthattookour“functional”strand,Inoticedthattheywere

souninterestedinphonologyanddidnotwanttohaveanythingtodowithit．Thatisbecause

ofallthesejigsawpuzzlemodels．Ifyouthinkofphonologyasthesemioticizedresourcesofthe

humanbodyforahumanlanguage,itbecomesofmuchmorefunandmuchmoreinteresting．I

wastryingtodemonstratethisinArgentina,becausesomestudentsaskedmetodothat．Ifyou

takethesystemicapproachtophonology,youcanshortcutanumberofthingsthatpreoccupy

peoplefromthe１９４０sandthe１９５０sintogenerativephonology(e．g．Jakobson,１９４９;

Jakobson,Fant&Halle,１９５２),whichissomuchstructure-based,becauseyoucanlocate

aspectsoftheprincipleandthedescriptionofphonologyinthesystem,insteadofpacking

everythingintothestructure(e．g．Halliday,１９８５b,１９９２b;Tench,１９９０)．Thatisahuge

advantage,anditisalsodescriptive．Butfairlylittlehasbeendoneonthat．

５　RecommendingSomeBooksforBeginners

BoWang:Arethereanybooksthatyouwouldrecommendbeginnerstoread?

Christian Matthiessen:Thisisachallenge．Halliday(１９８５a)originally wantedtocallhis

IntroductiontoFunctionalGrammar(IFG)“ashortintroduction”．Butitwasover３００pages．

Thenthepublishersaid:“Howcoulditbeshortwhenitwasover３００pages?”Hallidaysawthat

point,otherwisethebookwouldbecalledSIFG．Butastheyearshavepassed,theareawas

populated withotherbooks,like GeoffThompson's(１９９６,２００４,２０１４)Introducing

FunctionalGrammar．ThatmeantIFGcouldhaveactuallybeexpandedabitandbecomemore

advanced．

　 　 Then you had otherintroductionsthat were more explicitly oriented towards

educationalconcerns,likethebookUsingFunctionalGrammar(Buttetal．,１９９５)coauthored

byDavidButtandhiscolleaguesatMacquarieUniversityatthetime．Butasfarasthefirst

introductionofUsingFunctionalGrammarisconcerned,thereisnobookthatIwould

wholeheartedlyrecommend．Whenwewereworkingontextanalysisandtranslatortraining,

weusedthisbook,whichwasgreatinmanyrespects,butitwasreallyforteachersorfor

peopleintoeducation．Ifeltthatweneedsomethingelse．ThatiswhyIstartedtheprojectof
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producingsomethingfortranslators．Ihavewrittenpartoftheintroductiontotranslation

studiesthroughtextanalysisusingSFL(Ioriginallyconceiveditasamulti-authoredproject)

andalsoamultilingualversionofIFG．

　　WhatIwouldexpectofanintroductionissomewhatalongthelinesthatIhavesuggested:

usingthewayweasspeakersengagewithlanguage,movinginfrombelow—theinterfaceto

thehumanbody,i．e．phoneticsintophonology,andalsofromabovethroughsemantics

incontext—theinterfacetoanotheraspectofthehumanbody,i．e．thesensorremotersystem

andsoon．Thenyoucanrelatethattothesocialconceptionofsocialgroupsandcommunities．

ButIwouldalsobeverykeenifwearetalkingaboutlinguisticsfromthestartbuttohavemore

thanonelanguage．Hereofcourse,youwillfacethechallengeoftheselectionoflanguages．In

somesense,youmightwantanumberofintroductionstohaveanumberoflanguages．But

thechoiceoflanguagesisdependingonwhereitistaught．Ifyoulookattheintroductionsthat

aredesignedtodoso,theyusuallyintroduceSFLthrough English．Therearesome

introductionswithChineseandsomewithSpanish,buttheydonothavethiskindof

multilingualorientationthatImyselffeelmuchmoreimportant．

　　Forthosereasons,ifIweretorecommendabook,Ihavetosayitisyettobewritten．I

amnotcriticizinganyoftheexistingbooks,IamjustsayingtheydonotrepresentwhatI

wouldthinkneedstobedoneinanintroduction．Obviouslywhenyouwriteabooklikethis,

youhavetobeselective,andyouonlyhavesomuchspaceandsoon．Butthereareanumberof

veryexcitingthingsthatcouldbedone,inparticularifyouhavesomekindofaweb

companion,sothatyoucanhaveaudiorecordingsandincludesomedevicestosensitizepeople

tomeaning-makingandothersemioticsystems．

６　TeachingtheMetafunctionalModesofMeaning

Bo Wang: When weteach a course on SFL,we willneedtointroducethe different

metafunctionalmodesofmeaningtoourstudents．Thenhowshouldthemetafunctionsbe

taught?①

ChristianMatthiessen:Teachingthemetafunctions,whichimplicatelanguagetogetherwithother

systems,isimportant．Itremindsmeofanimportantpointyoujustmadeaboutmovingin

ontogeneticallyinMarvinLam'slectures．Ihavealsotriedthatonvariousoccasionsandgot

positiveexperience．Thisisveryvaluableforvariousreasons．Oneisthatitmanagesthe

complexityofthethings．Peoplewouldnotreallyrespondtothis．Itisnotthatyoucan

rememberyourlifeasaprotolanguager,i．e．asaprotolanguagespeaker,becauseour

memoriesdonottendtogothatfarbackintime．Butourmemoriesstartwithsomethingwhen

wearealreadyintothemothertongue(seee．g．Painter,１９８４,１９９９;Derewianka,１９９５for

studiesthatexplorechildrenlearninghowtomeanfromtheSFLperspective)．Nowadays,

whenthereissomuchvideorecordingaround,maybeitwouldbedifferent．Evenatayoung

age,kidswouldseeearlierversionsofthemselvesastheygrowup．ButIdothinkpeoplewill
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finditveryinteresting．Thatisgood,aspeoplehavetogetattentionandenthusiasm．Itisalso

awayofmanagingthecomplexityofpost-infantsinlanguagegradually．Youcanalsointroduce

questionsaboutsomefieldworktechniquesobservinglanguageandsoon．

　　Butwithourresourcesnow,itiseasiertogiveillustrationsthatare,forexample,video,

spoken,andinteractional．Thatisnowmucheasierthanitusedtobe．Theyaredifficulttobe

putinabook．Youcanputsnapshots,butyouwillneedawebcompanion．Intheolddays,

therewouldbeaCDthatcomeswiththebook．Thatiseasiertogivepeopleasenseof

practicingarangeofspeechsoundsthrough“phoneticyoga”,likewhatLadefoged(１９７５)did

intheCDthatcamewithhisbookACourseinPhonetics．Butobviously,youcanalsodothis

forthewrittenmodewitheasierillustrations．Certainlyitwillbeverycostlytoputalotof

reproductionsintoabookiftheyarecolored,butyoucandothisontheweb．Youcanalso

provideyourstudentswithsometoolsoratleastpointatthetools,sothattheycan

becomemoreactiveexplorersatanearlierstage．Thatgoeswiththewholepointnowadaysof

fittingyourlanguagelabonalaptopcomputeroronanevensmallerdevice．Weneedto

thinkcreativelyaboutthis．

　　Iwouldstartontheonehandtryingtogetmystudentstobuildtheirowntextarchives

fromdayone,andontheotherhandtoseparatelykeepadiscoursediarythatisrelatedtothe

archives．Itisallaboutraisingawarenessoftheroleoflanguageindailylife．Thesearehelpful

waystoo．

７　TeachingClauseChunking

BoWang:Beforethestudentslearnthedifferentmetafunctions,theymayalsoneedtolearnabout

howtochunkclausecomplexesintoclauses/clausesimplexes．

ChristianMatthiessen:Yes,Iagree．ThisiswhytheprelimatSydneyUniversitywassogoodwhenI

firstarrived．Theywoulddothiskindofworkintheprelim．Then,aboutthetimetheycame

totheIFG-basedcourse,theywerealreadyfamiliarwithclausechunking．

BoWang:Yes．Ittookmequitealongtimetoknowhowtochunkclausesafterauditingseveral

roundsofcoursesatPolyU．Whatwouldbehelpfulforstudentstolearnthat?

Christian Matthiessen:Inprinciple,thesameappliestochunkingphonologically,chunking

semanticallyandchunkingrhetorical-semantically．Thatisabsolutelyimportant．Itcanbe

helpedbyinformingtheselectionoftextsregisterially．Youcanstartwithtextsthatarefairly

straightforwardtochunk．Thathastodowiththegrammaritself,whichiscongruentrather

thanmetaphorical．Italsohastodowiththeregister．Proceduraltextsareprobablyeasier

tochunk,becausetheyarenotlikelytohaveagreatdealofgrammaticalmetaphor,bothin

termsofideationalandinterpersonalmetaphor(seee．g．Halliday,１９８４,１９９３;Halliday&

Matthiessen,１９９９/２００６)．Thatisbecauseyouhavetobeabletomapthetextsontosomepause

ofaction．Thereisasenseofcongruencebetweenthesemanticsandthelexicogrammar,but

alsosomesenseofcongruencebetweenthesemanticsandthekindofactivitythatyouhave

beeninstructedandperforming．So,IwouldworkonproceduraltextsbeforeIstartwith,for

example,academicdiscourseandlegaldiscourse．Itisalwayshelpfultolookforpedagogical

strategiesthatarebasedonlanguageitself,inthiscase,registervariationandtherangefrom
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