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The opening ceremony of the First BRICS Alliance of Museums Conference

was held at the Jade Hall, National Museum of China on October 25, 2018.
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The First BRICS Alliance of Museums Conference was held at the National

Museum of China.
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Representatives of the First BRICS Alliance of Museums Conference took a

group photo.
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Overview of the First BRICS Alliance of
Museums Conference and Academic Forum

From October 25 to 26, 2018, the First BRICS Alliance of Museums
Conference and Academic Forum was held at the National Museum of China.
Representatives from museums and cultural institutions of the BRICS countries
including Brazil, Russia, India, and South Africa were invited by Dr. Wang
Chunfa, Director of the National Museum of China. Embassy officials from
above countries were invited to present as well. Gu Yucai, Deputy Administrator
of the National Cultural Heritage Administration, attended the conference and
delivered his welcome address.

On October 16, 2016, at the Eighth BRICS Summit held in Goa, India,
Chinese President Xi Jinping delivered a speech entitled Cement Confidence,
Act against Challenges, in which he called on BRICS countries to “strengthen
people-to-people and cultural exchanges, keep broadening and consolidating
the BRICS’ circle of friends, maintain openness and inclusiveness, and pursue
shared development.” The Goa Declaration at 8th BRICS Summit stated that
“We recognise the important role of culture in sustainable development and in
fostering mutual understanding and closer cooperation among our peoples. We
encourage expansion of cultural exchanges between people of BRICS countries."

In accordance with the spirit of President Xi Jinping’s instructions, the
former Ministry of Culture took the lead in actively efforts. On July 6, 2017,
at the Second Meeting of BRICS Ministers of Culture held in Tianjin, Chinese
Minister of Culture Luo Shugang, together with cultural ministers and ministerial
representatives from the BRICS countries signed the Action Plan for the

Implementation of the Agreement between the Governments of the BRICS States



on Cooperation in the Field of Culture, and witnessed the signing of a number of
BRICS alliance intents, including Letter of Intent of the Founding of the BRICS
Alliance of Museums led by the National Museum of China, which provided all
those alliances a framework and implementation guarantee.

On September 4, 2017, at the Ninth BRICS Summit held in Xiamen,
President Xi Jinping delivered an important speech entitled Stronger BRICS
Partnership for a Brighter Future, which positively evaluated the glorious
journey of the first decade that BRICS cooperation has traversed and emphasized
to usher in the second “Golden Decade” to improve people’s well-being of
BRICS countries as well as all countries. In particular, it noted to “promote
people-to-people exchanges” and make it regularized and institutionalized, and
strive to expand our outreach to get the public more involved and encourage more
lively exchanges of diverse cultures. Meanwhile, the BRICS Leaders Xiamen
Declaration states “encourage BRICS countries to engage in cultural exchanges
and mutual learning to cultivate common values on the basis of diversity and
sharing. We welcome the formulation of a BRICS action plan to advance
practical cultural cooperation and the establishment of the BRICS Alliance of
Libraries, Alliance of Museums, Alliance of Art Museums and National Galleries
as well as Alliance of Theaters for Children and Young People.”

On July 26, 2018, at the 10th BRICS Summit held in Johannesburg, South
Africa, President Xi Jinping delivered a speech entitled Turn Our Vision into
a Reality, clearly proposing to “expand people-to-people exchanges”. “China
would therefore like to suggest joint touring exhibitions by the BRICS alliances
of museums, art museums, national galleries, and libraries and closer cooperation
in the cultural, creative and tourism industries and at the sub-national level.” “To
further enhance the mutual understanding and traditional friendship among our
people.” The BRICS Summit Johannesburg Declaration also emphasizes “the
guiding role of the Action Plan for the Implementation of the Agreement between
the Governments of the BRICS States on Cooperation in the Field of Culture

(2017-2021) for creative and sustainable cultural cooperation.”



FEEREREIERBEASEFRNICIENE

Proceedings of the First BRICS Alliance of Museums Conference and Academic Forum

On that basis, the National Museum of China acted proactively to take the
lead in convening the First BRICS Alliance of Museums Conference. Its main
purpose is to further expand the cultural exchanges and cooperation of BRICS
countries, discuss joint tour exhibitions among alliance museums, promote
cultural exchanges and mutual learning, better tell the BRICS stories, and
enhance friendship. Promoting cultural exchanges and cooperation in the form
of alliances is not only a positive response to China’s proposals at the BRICS
Summits, but also the result of implementing the spirit of the Second Meeting of
BRICS Ministers of Culture.

On October 25, the First BRICS Alliance of Museums Conference was held
at the National Museum of China. Museums and cultural institution colleagues
from the Brazilian Institute of Museums, the Russian State Historical Museum,
the National Museum of India, the Ditsong Museums of South Africa, and the
National Museum of China gathered together to witness the establishment of the
BRICS Alliance of Museums, discuss the way forward for win-win cooperation
of the BRICS museums, and lay a solid foundation for future practical
cooperation.

In the opening speech delivered by Gu Yucai, Deputy Administrator of
China’s National Cultural Heritage Administration, he pointed out that “the
conference is a milestone on exchanges and cooperation between museums
of the BRICS countries, has important historical significance for cultural
exchanges between BRICS countries and is bound to have a positive impact on
further deepening cooperation between the BRICS countries. We hope that this
conference will further promote connectivity and tap the comparative strengths
of BRICS museums, extend and deepen the cultural cooperation, so as to achieve
sustained and sound development of cultural cooperation.”

Director Wang Chunfa of the National Museum of China stated in his
opening speech that “BRICS countries boast lots of cultural heritages and rich
cultural treasures that have been inscribed on relevant lists of the UNESCO”,

“all national museums assume the responsibilities for protecting, inheriting



