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PREFACE

Shaanxi province is one of the cradles of Chinese civilization, which is a main birth place of music and dance
culture. Xun of prehistoric age, the sound is simple and distant, Zhong and Qing of Western Zhou Dynasty, the
harmonious rhythm is loud and clear, Yue Fu poems of Qin and Han Dynasties, celebrated peace by singing and
dancing, the melody of Qiang Flute during Wei,Jin,the Northern and the Southern Dynasties, music and dance
with complex sound of Sui and Tang Dynasties, excited and indignant strong tune of Song, Yuan, Ming and

Qing Dynasties. All these gathered in one place to form a mighty flow long river of music and dance.

Shaanxi was as capitals for fourteen dynasties in Chinese history, Chang'an, the ancient capital, was the starting
point of the Silk Road, it was famous oriental metropolis in Middle Ages. There are a great variety of cultural
relics of music and dance which unearthed in Shaanxi. Chime bell and Chime stone of Western Zhou Dynasty
which symbolized the ritual system, vivid acrobatic figurine of Han Dynasty, incredible mural painting of music
and dance of Great Tang Dynasty, and some cultural relics reflected the theme of ancient music and dance.
some of them gorgeous and magnificent, some simple and elegant, such as the Gold and Silver Wares, Pottery
and Porcelain, Brick Carving and Stone Relief. These cultural relics, differ in thousands of ways, with rich
connotation, they all have high artistic value. Those cultural relics of music and dance that belonged to Zhou,
Qin,Han and Tang Dynasties have showed artistic spirit of ancient civilization of China and whole world. they
depicted the exchange of music and dance, the development process of the cultural fusion between China and

foreign countries.

The catalogue has collected the highlight of cultural relics of Shaanxi ancient music and dance, it is the epitome
of ancient music with long and glorious history. We wish to that, from these exquisite ancient artwares, readers
can appreciate the splendid ancient music and dance which in Sanqin land, that is Shaanxi region, to experience

the charming glamour of the music and dance arts during Chinese ancient glory days.
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