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Early Maori adapted the tropically based east Polynesian culture in line with the
challenges associated with a larger and more diverse environment, eventually developing their
own distinctive culture. The British and Irish immigrants brought aspects of their own culture
to New Zealand and also influenced Maori culture. More recently American, Australian, Asian
and other European cultures have exerted influence on New Zealand. Even though the majority
of the population now lives in cities, much of New Zealand’s art, literature, film and humor has
rural themes.

New Zealand music has been influenced by blues, jazz, country, rock and roll, with many
of these genres given a unique New Zealand interpretation. Maori developed traditional chants
and songs from their ancient Southeast Asian origins, and after centuries of isolation created a
unique “monotonous” and “doleful” sound.

The number of New Zealand films significantly increased during the 1970s. In 1978 the
New Zealand Film Commission started assisting local film-makers and many films attained a
world audience, some receiving international acknowledgement.

New Zealand television primarily broadcasts American and British programming, along
with a large number of Australian and local shows. The country’s diverse scenery and compact
size, plus government incentives, have encouraged some producers to film big-budget movies
in New Zealand.

Our distinctive culture is the core to what makes New Zealand a great country to live in.
(1) Cultural expression, engagement and understanding are fundamental to a vibrant and

healthy society and help define what it is to be a New Zealand.

Maori culture makes New Zealand unique in a globalized world and is central to our sense
of country, identifying us as a nation. (2) Active participation by Maori in distinct Maori

activity will ensure Maori culture is protected and flourishes.

The Ministry for Culture and Heritage is the government’s leading advisor on cultural
matters. It funds, monitors and supports a range of cultural agencies, and it delivers a range of
high-quality cultural products and services.

(3) The ministry provides advice to the government on where to focus its interventions

in the cultural sector. The ministry seeks to ensure that the funding is invested as effectively
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and efficiently as possible, and that the government’s priorities are met.

The Ministry has a strong track record of delivering high-quality publications, managing
our significant heritages and commemorations, and acting as guardian of New Zealand’s
culture. Our work prioritizes cultural outcomes and also supports educational, economic and
social outcomes linking with the work of a range of other government agencies.

Culture is produced by creative and innovative individuals, groups and organizations. The
activities, goods and services they create, produce and distribute have a value which is cultural,
social and economic. (4) Cultural expression expands individual capacities, helps bind society

and provides jobs and innovations in the economy.
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With a patchwork history of Maori, European, Pacific Island and Asian cultures,
New Zealand has become a melting-pot population—but one with some uniting features
that make it unique in the world.

Today, of the 4.4 million New Zealanders (informally known as Kiwis),
approximately 69% are of European descent, 14.6% are indigenous Maori, 9.2% Asian
and 6.9% non-Maori Pacific Islanders.

Geographically, over three-quarters of the population live in the North Island, with
one-third of the total population living in Auckland. The other main cities of Wellington,
Christchurch and Hamilton are where the majority of the remaining Kiwis dwell.

Over four hundred years before Christopher Columbus and the rest of Europe
worried about falling off the edge of the world; Maori people voyaged thousands of miles
across the vast unknown Pacific Ocean in small ocean-going canoes and became the first
inhabitants of Aotearoa New Zealand. To this day, Maori culture is a core part of New
Zealand’s national identity.

New Zealand’s European pioneers were also brave, rugged and independent. Before
establishing farms and settlements, they had to first clear the land—a painstaking and
sometimes dangerous activity. Their isolation and exposure to the elements forced these
early New Zealanders to become hardy and multi-skilled.

This resourcefulness and ingenuity has greatly contributed to the New Zealand

character. The same qualities can be seen today in the new pioneers—a generation of



