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His heart fell out of the side window of his studio, and down to the balcony
of the house opposite — buried itself in the pot of daffodils under the half-opened
buds and spears of green...
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...the clouds soon gathered and poured forth their collected waters as though
it had not rained for months among those mountains. Not that it came in big
drops, or with the violence which wind can give it, beating hither and thither,
breaking branches from the trees, and rising up again as it pattered against the
ground. There was no violence in the rain. It fell softly in a long, continuous,
noiseless stream, sinking into everything that it touched, converting the deep rich
earth on all sides into mud. Not a word was said by any of them as it came on.
The Indian covered the baby with her blanket, closer than she was covered
before, and the guide who walked by Mrs. Arkwright's side drew her cloak
around her knees. But such efforts were in vain.
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His life was in his hand, and he was prepared to throw it away in that
attempt. Having succeeded in placing himself a little above the large tree, he
turned his face towards the bottom of the river, and dived down among the
branches. And he also, after that, was never again seen with the life-blood

flowing round his heart.
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...the one idea that gives salt to life is the idea of home. On some day,
however distant it may be, they will once more turn their faces towards the

little northern island, and then all will be well with them.
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It wasn’t real night yet but the blinds were down in the dining-room and the
lights turned on-and all the lights were red roses. Red ribbons and bunches of
roses tied up the table at the corners. In the middle was a lake with rose petals
floating on it... Two silver lions with wings had fruit on their backs, and the salt
cellars were tiny birds drinking out of basins.And all the winking glasses and

shining plates and sparking knives and forks...
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The sky is the colour of jade. There are a great many stars; an enormous
white moon hangs over the garden. Far away lightning flutters — flutters like a
wing — flutters like a broken bird that tries to fly and sinks again and again

struggles.
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In the day-time you felt that you had got high up, near to the sun, but the

early mornings and evenings were limpid and restful, and the nights were cold.
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But in the midst of the long row there hangs a canvas which differs from
the others. The frame of it is as fine and as heavy as any, and as proudly as any
carries the golden plate with the royal crown. But on this one plate no name is
inscribed, and the linen within the frame is snow-white from corner to comer, a

blank page.
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Again the same softness of intimacy came over her, as she stood before a
tumbling heap of pink petals. Then she wondered over the white rose, that was
greenish, like ice, in the centre. So, slowly, like a white, pathetic butterfly,
she drifted down the path, coming at last to a tiny terrace all full of roses. They
seemed to fill the place, a sunny, gay throng. She was shy of them; they were
so many and so bright. They seemed to be conversing and laughing. She felt
herself in a strange crowd. It exhilarated her, carried her out of herself. She

flushed with excitement. The air was pure scent.
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The sun was going down over the chestnut ridge. A lark was singing. It was
late for a lark to sing. The red evening clouds floated above the pine trees on
our pasture hill. My father stood beside the path. His black hair was moved by
the wind. His face was red in the blue wind of day. His eyes looked toward the

sinking sun.
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He had come in the night, under the roof of stars, as the moon shed rays of

light on the quivering clouds of green.
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Two people, vastly different, separated by language and culture and a
whole lot else, yet giving and giving back the best they had to offer, their own
humanity, their cartoons, their pickles. He gratefully accepted the pink plastic
bag with its soggy lump, this beautiful token of universal friendship. It was

incredible, so warming to the heart. He would keep it forever...
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When I wake up, the dying light of the day makes everything seem to
matter. I roll onto my side and see Margo on her hands and knees a few feet
from me. It takes me a moment to realize that she is digging. I crawl over to her

and start to dig beside her. She smiles at me. My heart beats at the speed of



