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Unit 1 EDUCATION

What Good Is a College
Education Anyway?

A) Questioning whether you should go to college? Here are five ways that a

college education will make you a better person.

It will likely make you more prosperous.

B) First things first, because I know you're thinking “Show me the money”.
The lifetime income of families headed by individuals with a bachelor’s
degree will be about $1.6 million more than the incomes of families
headed by those with a high-school diploma. In a 1997 study, young
women who had completed a bachelor’s degree or higher earned 91 percent
more than young women with no more than a high-school diploma. A
college education is a very profitable investment. Every dollar spent on a
young man’s college education produces $34.85 in increased lifetime
income. You say you can’t afford to go to college? College may be
expensive, but the only thing more expensive than getting a college

education is not getting one.

C) John G. Ramsay, a professor at
the Perlman Center for
Learning and Teaching, said
that the credentials GGIE45) you
gain with a college education
are about setting yourself apart.

They are about climbing out of

the dead-end job market, and
achieving one of life’s most difficult developmental tasks: independence

from one’s parents. “Strong credentials trigger (fif %) that magical set of
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middle class ‘firsts”,” Ramsay said. “The first real-world job. the first
non-student apartment, the first new car, and of course, the first loan
payments. Weak credentials may result in some misfortunes: poor advice,

money problems, bad decisions and wasted time. ”

It will give you a better quality of life,

D) Next. quality of life. Is there anyone who wouldn’t like to live a longer.

healthier life? Studies show that, compared to high-school graduated,
college graduates have longer life spans; better access to health care;
better food and health practices; greater economic security; better
employment and greater job satisfaction; greater use of seat belts; more
continuing education; greater Internet access; greater participation in leisure
and artistic activities; more book purchases; higher voting rates; greater
knowledge of government; greater community service and leadership; more

volunteer work; more self-confidence and less criminal activity.

It will give you the power to change the world.

E) Thirdly, more money and greater quality of life aren’t the only reasons for

1)

a college education. Children’s Defense Fund Director Marian Edelman
cautioned that “Once you have that college diploma in hand. never work
just for money or power. They won’t save your soul or build a decent
family or help you sleep at night.” She explains why this advice is so
important, “We are the richest nation on carth, yet our imprisonment,
drug addiction, and child poverty rates are among the highest in the
industrialized world. Don’t forgive or tolerate moral corruption. whether

it’s found in high or low places, whatever its color.”

If you doubt that knowledge is power, consider the societies that have
denied education to selected parts of the population. The Taliban in
Afghanistan keeps women from having any power by outlawing (& #jj--+--

NAEEE) their education, much as American society before the Civil War
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kept slaves from having power by denying them schooling. Institutions of higher

learning continue to be among the best places for cultivating social changes.

It will be something you can pass on to your children.

G) The fourth point is that a college education is a legacy (35 ) for your

children. Your college education will benefit your children — and not just
so you can impress them with how well you play Who Wants to Be a
Millionaire. Research shows that children of college-educated parents are
healthier, perform better at school, and are more likely to attend college
themselves. Your education builds a foundation for your children — for

our nation’s children, and for the children of our global community.

It makes you a major contributor to the greatest nation on earth.

H) Education is the foundation of public progress. Education is the essence of

D

the democratic ideals that elevated United States from a backward land to
the greatest, most spirited, powerful and successful nation in the world.
America leads the world in educational attainment (Z{ & % %) and per-
capita income. Federal Reserve Board Chairman Alan Greenspan said
recently, “We must ensure that our whole population receives an education
that will allow full and continuing participation in this dynamic (5§ 7] %))
period of American economic history.” What Greenspan is saying is that,
without college, you may be left out. And the relationship between a
college education and success will become more and more significant in our
information-driven global economy. Higher education will be increasingly

important for landing high-paying jobs.
Technology and the information age are not the only reasons to be well
educated; the trend is toward multiple jobs and even multiple careers, and

higher education prepares you to make the transitions to new fields.

(825 words)
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—\W/— Reading Comprehension

Section A

Each of the following eight statements contains information

given in one of the paragraphs. Identify the paragraph from
which the information is derived. You may choose a paragraph
more than once. Each paragraph is marked with a letter.
Answer the questions by choosing the corresponding letter.

. You will have the higher moral sense after receiving a college education.

Although in a rich nation, there are still many problems.

. A higher diploma can increase your lifetime income.

. Higher education plays a decisive role in prompting a nation’s

development in the world.

. If you can complete a bachelor’s degree. your future will be more

flourishing.

. College graduates have better quality of life by accessing to many good

resources.

. College-educated parents can take care of their kids much better.

. If you get a strong credential from college education, you can experience

a lot of “firsts times” of a middle class.

. The example of forbidding slaves to go to school shows that knowledge is

power.
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Section B

Answer the following questions by choosing letter A - E in the
box below.

1. What’s more expensive than going to college?

2. Why college graduates can have a longer healthier life?

3. What example shows us knowledge is power?

4. What tells us that college education can make you more prosperous?

5. What’s the reason for never working just for money or power?

A. The Taliban denies women'’s right of being educated.
B. Not getting a college education.

C. Money or power cannot give you the inner peace which can make you live

better.
D. They have an access to a lot of better resources.

E. It can trigger magical sct of middle class “firsts”.
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| Is Education the Key to Success?

_______________________________________ -
Questions from a young man in Brazil : :
A) T understand that you chose not to continue school after age 16, but created :

your own path to success. Do you think getting a university diploma is :
necessary to become a successful person? I am a university student and :
sometimes [ wonder whether I would do better without it. What are your :
thoughts? I believe I have some great and even innovative ideas for new '
businesses, but face the difficulty of turning an idea into something real. :
What advice would you give me to overcome this step? :
Felipe Herriges, Brazil :

Reply from Richard Branson: :
B) Education is a wonderful thing. :
I am fortunate that at this stage !

of my career, [ have the :
opportunity to learn about :
many new subjects, ranging :
from the impact of climate :
change to the possibility of :
colonizing Mars. 1 am also !
lucky in that I meet so many :
interesting people and have the opportunity to exchange ideas with them — :
everyone from former leaders such as Kofi Annan, Nelson Mandela and |
Mary Robinson to scientist and environmentalist James Lovelock to Burt :
Rutan, the engineer leading our Virgin Galactic project. :

C) Indeed. since Virgin’s projects and industries are so varied and our :
_______________________________________ -
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foundation Virgin Unite challenges us to try to solve some of our
generation’s biggest problem. And my job provides me with an experience
I often compare to an extended university course. I'm enjoying every

minute of the journey.

But when I was young. school wasn’t easy. I was not a great student,
partly because of my dyslexia G 2F#A5)— which was not diagnosed until
later — and partly because of my restless nature. I found it hard to
concentrate in class and spent much of my time in school dreaming up and
setting up new businesses. The first few businesses I created — including
one that focused on growing Christmas trees — did not succeed, but those

experiences did give me a taste for business.

By the time I was 16, I was ready to leave school, but my father, Edward
Branson, was reluctant to approve my decision. One weekend he came to
visit my school and tried to persuade me to continue my studies. He hoped
I'd become a lawyer like him. T reluctantly agreed; he drove home to
explain “our” decision to my mother, Eve. She was not happy! She told
him to make the long drive back immediately, to reassure me that it was
OK to leave. He did, and I left school that summer. I never once looked
back, first setting up Student magazine and, a few years later, the Virgin
record stores. My father sometimes jokes that the second return trip was

the “best drive of his life”.

However, my story is a very personal one; my method will not work
for everyone. A diploma can be very useful, since it shows that you
have gained the skills and other buildings blocks required to start your
career. But getting a diploma is only a first step, and in no way
guarantees success. You'll need a great work ethic and determination
to make it — both in business and life. You also need your fair share of

good luck.
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I would advise tackling your studies with a positive attitude — try to enjoy
your time at university. Try a few new things while you are there, and
maybe even start a business, if this is where your interests lie. In
Johannesburg, we have set up a school to train entrepreneurs (£l %) .
Most of our students are young men and women, determined to study hard
and build their businesses. One of the most important things we teach them
is the importance of enjoying your work. This is one of the enduring

lessons of my career.

I have always tried to have fun in all ventures (4*\) and adventures. as |
feel this is the best way to go through life. So when you’re setting up your
first business, make sure both the business and entrepreneurship
themselves are things that you enjoy. Don’t be afraid to make that first
leap. Most entrepreneurs’ first ventures fail — I know, because mine
did — but the lessons you learn from failure are invaluable and will help
you with your next attempts. You have to be very determined and accept

that the early stages of any new business are mostly about just surviving.

Turning an idea into reality is a key step that all entrepreneurs have to
master. Try to see your ideas through your customers’ eyes — it’ll help you
determine which ideas have a chance of succeeding. Good luck, Felipe! If
you complete your education, throw everything into your studies. And
remember, whether you're working for a company or setting up your own
business, to work hard, persevere and smile, you will be on the road to

SUCCCSS.

(823 words)



