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A Study on MTCSOL Nurturing .
A Perspective of Localization
of Confucius Institutes

Based on the social learning theory, this book presents the
results of both an empirical study and theoretical research on the
cultivation mode and professional identity of MTCSOL ( Masters
of Teaching Chinese to Speakers of Other Languages) at both
interactive and individual levels. Tackling the issue under the
context of the internationalization of higher education in china
and localization of Confucius Institutes, the book first reviews
the development of postgraduate education and professional
degrees, especially the development of MTCSOL in china, then
the book analyzes the the current challenges faced with the
sustainable development of Confucius Institutes taking the CI
image in U. S. news media as an example. Based on the development
policy of Hanban’s “ Localization of Confucius Institutes” , the
book proposes the concept, the theoretical framework and

evaluation indicators of “localization of Confucius Institutes”. In
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the empirical study part, two different classes of MTCSOL are
selected, and the social network analysis method, qualitative
interview method, systematic metaphor method are applied to
describe the interactive learning relationship between learners in
the two classes. The concept of “ class learning style” is
addressed, and its influence on individual learners’ professional
identity is described. In addition, an example of a Canadian
Confucius Institute is chosen to probe the process of how
professional identity of volunteer teachers has been formed. This
book proposes the model of “ Community of Practice” ( COP)
for the MTCSOL nurturing, that is, professional identity of
MTCSOL is dynamically realized in a COP formed by the
Hanban, the Chinese universities, the Confucius Institutes,
the master candidates and the local Chinese learners at the

confucius Institute.

Keywords: MTCSOL; professional identity; localization of

Confucius Institutes ; class learning style; social network analysis
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