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The album Xin Wu by Ms Ma Liping finally has been published.
This album is the quintessence of her vigorous pursuit of photography
and the influx of her soul and inspiration. Seeing the proof copy of the
album, | was moved with admiration.

In my memory, Ms Ma Liping is a slim and delicate lady with
contented and grateful spirit as well as quiet personality. She always
makes people feel the traditional Chinese cultural beauty of the famous
verse ‘life is like spring dream which vanishes without a trace” . |
have never expected in her temperament, the love of beauty and
truth can breed so much power. Each time when | look through the
album, lcan’ thelp wondering what the strength that encourages her
to finish such gripping work is. Sometimes, the works make you have
the feeling of tender and romantic sentiments and pain, returning to
beauty and tranquility. Sometimes, the works make you querulous and
tearful, and they are like songs, melodious but not vehement. Is this
the voice of nature that the sages praised? For historical reasons, Ms
Ma Liping once missed the chance of studying systematically. Success
should not have favored the one with a knowledge gap. Thus, for
her, only “painstaking” well describes her learning photography.
To be a photographer, one needs two things: sanity and strength,
but neither of them is her forte. However, she is lucky. In 1994, she
took over the post of director of Eastern Exhibition Center of Lanzhou
Science Palace. She successively undertook the planning and producing
of enterprise advertising photos from Gansu Farm Group, Yellow River
Enterprise Group, and Lanzhou Water Supply Company. After that,
she learned photography under the guidance of Zhang Hong, a national
first-grade photographer. Years of work experiences and the instruction
from her teacher greatly promoted her sanity. Such experiences and her
inherent spirit of fearing no hardship gradually brought about her present
achievements.

Being a category of art, the essence of photography is to view
the world with one’ s own vision and affect others with one’ s
unique expression. The album Xin Wu really explains the essence. The
album mainly contains the scattered sketches rather than the so-called

“shocking blockbusters” . Whereas, it is just the thing which is

Preface

regarded as “segments” that helps people to be lost in the thought
of the past memory and have the limitless imagination about the
civilization.

Nowadays, as science and technology develop rapidly, all the
activities of human beings are appointed as “science” . Some people
even think that literature and art also can be created without mind
and feeling, and the basic sources of creation: consciousness,
emotion, memory and perception are becoming the measures of
the mechanic impulse and reaction. The direct consequences caused
by scientific material views eroding the literature and mind are the
reasons that cause the vanishment of our traditional values. We must
be aware of this phenomenon. | remember that master of Chinese
culture Lin Yutang uttered: “Our life philosophy has been distorted and
depreciated, its baseline having been sifted out from human world,
structure too frail to hold. There are things need to be changed. A new
world is to be established from the fragments of modern knowledge,
and the east and the west must to be woven together.” The publication
of Xin Wu will undoubtedly provide a collection of cultivation to the
apologists of traditional values. In our adhering to Chinese spirit —
from desiring, contending and yielding to relentless pursuit of truth,
kindness and beauty; from tolerating, imitating and sneaking, to
firmly longing for the boundless universe, we have never given up.

The album of Ms Ma Liping will be published soon. As one of her
friends, | am honestly pleased. As the saying goes “there is no
end for learning” , there is still a long way to go for Ms Ma Liping. |
hope she can always try harder and harder and get more successes.
Art is extremely magnificent and colorful. It is difficult to evaluate the
commentary as right or wrong. Yet, art is developmental, progressive
and boundless. It never ends. The most important ones towards it are
modesty, caution, tolerance , endeavor and to enjoy a better life in
the pursuit of art.

Li Hengbin
Dec. 31st, 2012
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