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Translators’ Preface

The development of cultural industries, internationalization, and
the enhancement of the cultural soft power of China have all become
hot topics following the implementation of the “Going Global” strategy
of Chinese culture, which is rich in history and full of splendor. With
the wind of the Belt and Road Initiative, Chinese culture is sailing
overseas in the right place at the right time, seizing the best opportunity
for cultural development and communication.

Minnan cultural classics, an important part of Chinese cultural
classics, are rich in content in philosophy, history, military science,
geography, literature, art, science and technology and other fields, with
great value and significance in Chinese academic history. In terms of
philosophy, Li Zhi, a native of Jinjiang, wrote a series of works, such as
A Book to Be Bumz‘, Another Book to Be Burnt, A Book to Be Hidden,
and Another Book to Be Hidden" .

As an outstanding thinker in the Ming Dynasty, Li Zhi was
influenced by Confucianism, Buddhism, and Taoism. He was a rebel
with an independent spirit in pursuit of the true self, and, as such, he

was called the “Oriental Bruno”. The translation of his works is of great

{1'Hu Cangze. The Rescue, Editing and Publishing of Minnan Cultural Classics[J]. Fujian-Taiwan Cultural Exchange,
2008(02): 25-27.
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significance to the overseas promotion of Minnan culture in general,
and A Book to Be Burnt is an important work, also the most influential
one, with regard to L1 Zhi’s life and thought in particular. Therefore,
we have selected 32 essays from it for translation, covering the author’s
preface, letters, readings of history, and miscellaneous essays, in-the
hope that more readers at home and abroad will have the opportunity to
understand Li Zhi’s thought.

It i1s a challenge for us to render Li Zhi’s Writings into English
since they involve terms in Chinese thought and culture as well as
allusions, which must be carefully studied, understood, and accurately
conveyed in the translation. Meanwhile, Li Zhi’s writing style is very
unique, varying from witty to serious, from colloquial to ancient,
sometimes playful and sharp, sometimes solemn and elegant. In the
English translation, efforts are made to preserve the original style, but
adaptations have also been made for readability. For translation, an
arduous task, there is no fixed method, and it may take days to choose a
word, of which only the translator is aware of the joy and pain.

‘We wish to express our gratitude to the School of Foreign
Languages of Xiamen University of Technology for funding the
publication.

This book aims to increase public awareness of Li Zhi’s works and
the translation and promotion of Minnan culture. Readers are sincerely

invited to point out any mistakes due to our limitations.

- Yu Jun, Wang Zhaohui
Dec. 2022, Xiamen
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\uthor’s Preface

I have written four books. The first is 4 Book to Be Hidden, which
chronicles the rights and wrongs of thousands of years past and not
easily recognized by common eyes, so this book of mine is meant to be
buried deep in the mountain for appreciative readers of later generations
to discover. The second is 4 Book to Be Burnt, a collection of letters
written in response to the questions posed by “soul pals”, criticizing
to the point the chronic malady of today’s scholars. Thus, there are, to
be sure, people who want me dead, so the book itself is meant to be
burned and banned from the world. Besides 4 Book to Be Burnt, I also
have a collection of essays named Misery of the Old Age, which, though
organized in a separate volume, can be considered a component of the
former work—those who want to burn my writings can do so with both
books. Only On the Four Books™, a work of forty-four essays, is truly
gratifying. These writings reveal the profound insights of sages and
the wisdom for daily life. Reading them teaches that it is not hard to
progress towards sagehood and leave the world behind. Undoubtedly,

when Confucian scholars comment on the classics, they are closing

(1)The Four Books refers to Analects, The Doctrine of the Mean, The Great Learning, and Mencius.
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the door to sagehood on those who wish to enter. It is not to enlighten
people, but to exclude them. How intolerable it is! The inspiration for
On the Four Books was the sight of my friends writing eight-legged
essays in preparation for the imperial examination. That being said, this
book is also beneficial to eight-legged essay writing(@ , but there are in
this regard plenty of what may not be of much use.

Now On the Four Books has already been printed; 4 Book to Be
Burnt will be published shortly; and then some parts of 4 Book to Be
Hidden will also be released. What is meant to be burned is not burned,
and what is meant to be hidden is not hidden. Perhaps someone will
say, “In that case, your work should no longer be labeled 4 Book to Be
Burnt. Otherwise, won’t there be a discrepancy between the name and
the reality, as well as between words and actions?” Alas! How am I
to know? How could you possibly know? Those who dislike the book
consider it to be ear-grating, while those who copy and publish it believe
it to be a worthy work with a place in people’s hearts. How awful it is
that those “ear-grating” must be eliminated. Nevertheless, I am 64 years
old. As long as my books can reach people’s hearts, I believe that there
is someone out there who understands me. I am glad that such people

exist, so I am having these books printed.

Zhuowu

In Jufo Building on the lake®

(I)The eight-legged essay ( /\ it XX ) was a style of essay in imperial examinations during the Ming and Qing dynasties in China.

(2'The lake refers to Longtan Lake, which is located in today’s Macheng, Hubei.
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Master Ren, who had caught a large fish in the East Sea after a year of fishing there, 7% X EF I¥J BHEE,
. R A% H The sea is not clean or sweet, #EAN “RE" SAFH—,
(&) B XL, %4 It is, however, sailable only by large ships and swimmable only by seaside dwellers, # 5 4 T %,
H sailable, swimmable, seaside sk 3%, seaside dwellers 7 2  seasiders.
OZAER “RALTFRIKEAETLES, LWFRBEKEXRETUZAE”, &K Unquestionably, you cannot rely on the
sea as a source of security or on a regular basis, 4 %4 &%, #%E L, asa source of security 5 on a regular basis &

Hat i, WAL E.
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