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Pandemic and Society
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Objectives
In this unit you are expected to learn:
® about the influence of pandemic on society;
® to outline your writing;
® to write a letter of thanks;

® about amplification in translation.
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Part One Start-up

Language Hints:
1. exponential adj. 54
~ 2.denial n ik rEiy
3.assessment n M WA
4.bureaucrat n. EfE
5. respiratory adj. FFURff)
6. collective adj. FEKH; FERIM
7. humane adj. \ififf)

P Activity 1

Recall your experience in the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020, and discuss the

following questions with your partners.

1) How did you spend your time in the pandemic?

2) What impressed you most in that period?

Unit 1 Pandemic and Society| 3




P Activity 2

In this video, PBS anchor Christiane Amanpour is interviewing a WHO expert.

Watch the video for the first time and choose the correct answers to the following
questions.

1) According to the WHO expert, what is required to control the virus?

A. Population. B. Courage. C. Information. D. Surprise.
2) What does the WHO expert believe happened in China?

A. China did not block reporting the virus.
B. China initially denied the virus cases.
C. China punished the whistle blowers harshly.
D. The measures came at the expense of people’s liberties.
3) What struck the WHO expert most?
A. People made efforts together to stop the virus.
B. Doctors and nurses had little sense of responsibility.
C. People were not concerned with the safety of the older population.

D. People on the top did not care about the virus as much as the average did.
P Activity 3

Watch the video again, and fill the blanks in the following summary with information
you have heard.

In this interview, the WTO expert indicates that the coronavirus is increasing exponentially.
When facing with the 1) ¢ of the pandemic, people need to make a big decision
based on very little information. It 2) r courage to inform and bring population
together. When Christiane asks if he thinks that measure in China is 3) h and comes
at the expense of people’s 4) | , the expert points out that at the very beginning of
virus, there were bureaucrats that have 5) b report efforts, but China, as a nation,
did not, step in and block reporting. President of China admits there have been shortcomings,
but it’s important to recognize Chinese people have a 6) t sense of responsibility.

They made their personal and 7) ¢ efforts to stop the virus and protect the world.

The 8) a Chinese were heroes. Therefore, in all the news coverage of coronavirus

4 | BMEEESHE (BRR)




and China, people should not 9) d the work of the Chinese people and the response

in China. The Chinese people are very 10) h people.

Part Two Reading and Simulating

You are going to read an article about the COVID-19 pandemic. As you are reading,
keep thinking about the questions.

Questions to Ponder:

1) Wfﬁaﬁt;‘;i@;ﬂuencee‘did the pandemic have on
people’s lives? |

2) What can pe‘éme do to prevent the virus from
spreading? /

First, Do No Harm

[1] Everything happens faster in a crisis. Faced with COVID-19, vaccine-makers are cutting as
many corners as they safely can. Anti-viral drugs are being rushed into clinical trials. Even so,
it will be months until anything is available. With 297,000 people recorded dead, the wait is
agonizing, but caution is crucial. Medicine’s history is full of promising treatments that, when
tested, turned out not to work or even to cause harm.

[2] Many ‘governments hope salvation can come sooner, with contact-tracing apps on
smartphones —even as a row brews over Apple’s and Google’s grip on the technology. These
apps can be used to automate the difficult process of tracking down people who have been
in contact with those diagnosed with COVID-19, which is vital for keeping tabs on the virus.
Countries from Bahrain and Bulgaria to Indonesia and Iceland have developed such apps.

[3] They are an attractive idea. Nevertheless, contact-tracing apps are also an untested medical

invention that will be introduced without the sort of safeguards that new drugs are subjected
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to. Inaccurate information can mislead health officials and citizens in ways that can be as

harmful as any failed drug. Governments should proceed with care.

Europe
[ Subscriber North America
China
Non-subscriber : &
Asia Pacific

Mid. East & N. Africa
Sub-Saharan Africa

Figure 1.1 Mobile-internet Subscription in Europe Figure 1.2 Mobile-internet Subscribers (2019,
(2019, Percentage of Population) Percentage of Population)

[4] Coverage is one complication. Epidemiologists reckon that apps might be useful if around 60%
of people use them. Yet even in Europe, where adoption is highest, only 76% of people have
mobile-internet subscriptions. That number is lower among the elderly, the most vulnerable to
COVID-19. A recent survey suggested less than half of Americans would use a contact-tracing
app.

[5] Accuracy is an issue, too. Such apps are designed to listen out for nearby mobile phones,
registering a contact if another device comes close enough. Yet the strength of the radio
signals used to do this is affacted by all sorts of things besides distance. Human bodies
impede transmission, for instance, meaning a phone in a pocket will behave differently from
one in a hand.

[6] That could make it hard to calibrate the system — and a mistake would have consequences.
Too sensitive, and you risk a deluge of “false positives”: contacts deemed close and significant
that were actually distant and irrelevant. Too forgiving, and genuine cases of viral transmission
will go undetected.

[7] Moreover, the apps themselves might change behaviour. An over-reassuring app could
spur people to go out before it is safe. Privacy must be weighed against transparency, for
medical reasons as well as for civil liberty. South Korea publishes detailed summaries of
cases uncovered by its contact-tracers. A recent jump in cases was linked to a man who
visited gay nightclubs. The resulting stream of homophobic invective could deter others from
cooperating with the authorities, electronically or otherwise.

[8] The efforts of some governments, including those of Britain, France and Germany, have
been complicated by Apple and Google, which between them hold sway over almost every
smartphone on the planet. The firms have made privacy a priority, deeming that users will

be anonymous and information stored mostly on devices rather than uploaded to central
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repositories. That has infuriated many officials. Centralization offer advantages, they say. And
in any case, why should coders in Silicon Valley overrule decisions made by medical experts
and elected officials?

[9] As a rule, governments are right to worry about the unaccountable power of the tech giants.
In this case, though, Google’s and Apple’s cautious approach is sensible. In a pandemic,
experimenting with novel public-health responses such as mass surveillance should be done
carefully, in case it subsequently turns out to have nasty side-effects. With high-tech software,
caution is as valuable as it is with pills and potions.

P Activity 1

lScan the article and judge whether the following statements are True (T) or False (F). %

1) The anti-viral drugs are expected to be put into clinical trials in months.

2) Governments should proceed with contact-tracing apps cautiously because they could
provide misleading information.

3) Contact-tracing apps could be useful if more than half of people use them.

4) Contact-tracing apps are not dependable simply because human bodies could block
radio signals.”

5) It is recommended to keep the contact-tracing system sensitive since it is helpful to
detect possible contact.

6) The case in South Korea shows that tracing apps could endanger people’s respect for
authority.

7) Decision made by medical experts and elected officials could conflict with tech
companies over privacy.

~ 8) The author suggests that tracing apps should be prohibited for nasty side-effects

brought by mass surveillance.

P Activity 2

I Try to draw a detailed outline of the article by filling out the blanks in the table below. |
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Part One
Introductory paragraphs

Paras. 1-3

Lead-in (Para. 1):
Itis 1) for people to be cautious about creating new anti-

viral drugs.

Thesis statement (Para. 3):

Inaccurate information can mislead health officials and citizens in ways
that can be as harmful as any 2) drug.

Body paragraphs

Paras. 4-8

Main idea:

There are many problems with anti-viral tracing apps, which include:

3) Mobile-internet (Para. 4);

4) of radio signals (Para. 5);

5) in adjusting the system (Para. 6);

6) The apps themsdves might change people’s (Para. 7);
7) Different attitudes of officials and firms toward (Para. 8).

Part Three
Concluding paragraph

P Activity 3

Para. 9

Conclusion:
With high-tech software, 8) is as valuable as it is with pills
and potions. -

Study the two graphs extracted from the article and try to interpret the data with the

outlines given below.

Elaboration and lllustration:

@ Subscriber

Figure 1.1 shows that in Europe, 1) o
while 24% 2) . Among the non-

@ Non-subscriber

subscribers, the elderly who are the most
vulnerable to COVID-19, probably constitute the

largest proportion.

Figure 1.1 Mobile-internet Subscription in Europe

(2019, Percentage of Population)




Europe

North America
China

Asia Pacific

Mid. East & N. Africa
Sub-Saharan Africa

Figure 1.2 Mobile-internet Subscribers (2019,

Percentage of Population)

20

The high percentage of mobile-internet
subscription means more contact-tracing apps

could be installed on mobile phones. Figure

40 60 80 1.2 reveals 3) . Mobile-internet
subscription in Europe 4) , about
78%. Close to that was 5) , about

75%. 6)
the third in the graph. Subscribers in Asia Pacific
and Mid. East & N. Africa were almost the

was over 60%, ranking

same, about 40%. Compared with the above
, with
only 23% of its population who had subscribed.

areas, Sub-Saharan Africa 7)

P Activity 4

lMatch the definitions with the vocabulary.

1) crucial

2) diagnose -

3) vulnerable

4) complication

5) reckon
6) subscription
7) impede

8) irrelevant

9) genuine

10) transmission

11) transparency

12) deter

13) deem

A. a thing that makes a situation more complicated or difficult

B. an amount of money you pay regularly in order to belong to an
organization, or to receive copies of a magazine or newspaper

C. exactly what it appears to be

D. the act or process of passing sth. from one person, place, or thing
to another

E. extremely important

F. the quality of sth., such as glass, that allows you to see through it

G. weak and easily hurt physically or emotionally

H. to make sb. decide not to do sth. or continue doing sth., especially
by making them understand the difficulties and unpleasant results
of their actions

l. to have a particular opinion about sth.

J. not having to explain or give reasons for your actions to anyone

K. to identify one’s illness or problem

L. with a name that is not known or that is not made public

M. to delay or prevent

Unit 1 Pandemic and Society| 9




14) anonymous N. new or different from anything known before
15) unaccountable O. to think sth. or have an opinion about sth.
16) novel P. after sth. else has happened

17) subsequently Q. not connected with what you are discussing or dealing with

P Activity 5

Choose 15 keywords to fill in the blanks of the following passage. Each word can be

used only once.

comparable optimist permanent fundamentally prospects
swiftly endorsed understate filed ethnic

retreats downturn normal temporarily hospitality

complication priority overrule nasty subsequently
The Labor Department’s monthly report on Friday provided t;\e clearest picture of
the economic damage—how 1) it spread—as the coronavirus pandemic
swept the country. Job losses have encompassed (fiffl) the entire economy, affecting
every major industry. Areas like leisure and 2) had the biggest losses
in April. Low-wage workers, including many women and members of racial and
3) minorities, have been hit especially hard. Nearly 11 million people reported
working part-time because they couldn’t find full-time work, and the numbers probably
4) the economic distress. Millions more Americans have 5)
unemployment claims, and the Labor Department said the actual unemployment rate last month
might have been closer to 20 percent. -
[t remains possible that the recovery will be swift, and that as the pandemic
6) , businesses that were 7) healthy before the virus will reopen,

rehire and return more or less to 8) . The one bright spot in Friday’s report

was that nearly 80 percent of the unemployed said they had been 9) laid
off. President Trump 10) this view Friday morning on Fox News: “Those
jobs will all be back, and next year we’re going to have a phenomenal year.” But Diane
Swonk, chief economist at Grant Thornton, said that such 11) was misplaced:
“These furloughs (KfR) are 12) , not temporary.” Many businesses have
indicated that employees can work from home throughout the summer, and the longer the
pandemic lasts, the more businesses will fail, deepening the 13) . The only

14) period is when unemployment reached about 25 percent in 1933. Then as now,
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workers from a variety of backgrounds found themselves with few 15) for quickly

landing a new job. Joblessness — by any measure — could be even higher in the report for May.

P Activity 6

There are lots of expressions or catchphrases to express the topic of a pandemic.
With the examples below, please build up “Your Pandemic Expression Bank” and try
to use them in future writing and speaking.

Part Three Writing to Express

What Is an Outline?

An outline is an ordered list of the topics covered in a paper.
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