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Fish Culture Festival

AL BE Z il A % Ancient Villages
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Digang Village, Hefu Town, Nanxun District
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Digang Village, located in the Hangzhou-Jiaxing-Huzhou- Plain, is an

ancient water village with a history of over 1,300 years. Featuring netted

rivers and stained quaint buildings, Digang has been known as “Tiaoxi
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Fishing and Seclusion Village” since ancient times, which depicts the ideal
quiet and tranquil lifestyle near the Tiaoxi River. It boasts many scenic
spots such as Nantiao Attraction, General Administration Hall, Yanjiao
Temple, and Ligeng Hall. Visitors will be immersed in the peaceful scene
of “small bridges and families aside flowing rivers” and the prosperity of
“harmonious community and hard-working families”. In Digang, in
addition to the old houses, pavilioﬁs that can be seen elsewhere, visitors
can also experience the passing, long-lost, but still nostalgic life in the

water town.

AL 5 Z # AL Cultural Imprints
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Architectural Culture
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Nantiao Attraction, located in the southeast of Digang Town, has

been a Taoist resort. The site, built in the Yuan Dynasty, was later



destroyed in the war, and was known to the world until the years of
“Emperor Qianlong and Jiaging Heyday” (in the Qing Dynasty). Back
then, the site was a building complex, among which Yunyi Hall and
Jichuan School were the most famous buildings. Built in the 34th year of
Emperor Qianlong’s reign (1769), Yunyi Hall was divided into two rows
of constructions. The front one called Wenchang Pavilion, while the back
one called Chunyang Tower. Chunyang Tower was dedicated to Lv
Chunyang, the Taoist immortal. Jichuan School used to be the old-style
private school of a Zhang family in Digang. Throughout the more than
200 years of the Qing Dynasty, Jichuan School cultivated more than 150

top scholars of the nation, which enjoyed quite a reputation in history.
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Built in the second year of the reign of Emperor Xiande in the Later
Zhou Dynasty (955), Yanjiao Temple has a history of more than a
thousand years, covering an area of more than 13,333m” after expansion
in the Ming and Qing Dynasties. In front of the gate .sit the stone
Amitabha Buddha vividly smiling, which are rare among Huzhou’s temp!es.

In the temple, the old cypresses are shaded, clean and unusual, and the
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bronze bells transmit clear sound which is audible a few miles away. A
steel mirror hangs on the top of the Grand Hall, on which there’s an inscription
written by Yan Song who was the councellor-in-chief of the Ming Dynasty,
reads, “Guo Tai Min An, Feng Tiao Yu Shun” (The country prospers and
the people enjoy peace. The wind and rain come in their time.). The
statues of Buddha are so exquisite and lifelike. They compare favourably
with those in Hangzhou Lingyin Témple. Yanjiao Temple has been the

Buddhism center in the south of Huzhou City since the Song Dynasty.
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Celebrity Culture
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Zhang Rongchu (1901-1972), formerly known
as Jichu, also known as Zenghua, was born in Digang,
Huzhou, Zhejiang. He moved to Linghu because his father Zhang Qingru
ran Tongfengxiang Silk Store there. He devoted his life to develop enterprises.
He made great contributions to the economic and cultural construction of

his hometown.
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Zhang Hongzhao (1877-1951), born inWuxing County, Zhejiang
Province (today’s Huzhou City), was a geologist, a geological educator, an
expert in the history of geological science, and a pioneer in the history of
Chinese science. He founded the Institute of Geology (Geological Workshop)
of the Ministry of Agriculture and Commerce, and cultivated the first
batch of geologists for the country. Many of them later became the main
force in the early geological work. He studied the knowledge of paleontology,
minerals, rocks and geological minerals in ancient Chinese books from the
perspective of modern geological science, setting the precedent for the
study of the history of geological science in China. Therefore, he is

regarded as a great master of China’s geological community.
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Intangible Cultural Heritage
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The history of Digang Sizhu (a popular music in Jiangnan: Si stands
for string instruments, while Zhu stands for bamboo instruments) can be

traced back to more than 100 years ago. The local Sizhu in Digang is
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unique to Hefu Town. It uses Erhu, Xianzi, moon guitar, fife, bamboo flute,
small gong, diabolo, wooden fish and other music instruments, with various
ways of playing, such as blowing, pulling, playing and singing, when it
comes to perform folk tunes, Chinese traditional operas and modern pop
songs. There are no needs for makeup, props, costumes, or space
restrictions, a few stools are the only precondition for a nice Digang Sizhu

performance.
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Agricultural Culture
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The ancient fishing industry near the Beijing-Hangzhou Grand Canal

can be traced back to the period of Wu and Yue. For thousands of years,
people here lived their lives by developing mulberry planting, sericulture,
fish farming, etc. In their work, they invented and developed the mulberry
pond ecological model of “planting lnulbérry on the pond foundation,
feeding silkworms with mulberry leaves, raising fish with silkworm
excrement” . Huzhou mulberry-based-fishpond ecosystem is located in the

west of Nanxun District, Huzhou City, Zhejiang Province. There are



January

60,000 mu of mulberry land and 150,000 mu of fish ponds, which are the
most concentrated, largest, and most intact area in the traditional Chinese
mulberry fish pond system. In 2014, it was recognized as China’s important
agricultural cultural heritage by the Ministry of Agriculture (now the
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs) of the People’s Republic of
China.

XACF B Z I AT4E 7~ Travel tips
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FEFBEM: (1)http://www.nanxun.gov.cn/; (2)“® &+ & i " A5
PG (RIN IR 2 FK W .

Cultural Activity: Fish Culture Festival

Ancient Village: Digang Village, Hefu Town, Nanxun District,
Huzhou City, Zhejiang Province

Travel Time: Usually in January

For More Information: (1) Please visit http://www.nanxun. gov.cn/;
(2) Please search on the WeChat public platform “Nanxun Fabu”; (3)

Please visit the websites such as Sohu, Tencent, etc.

5 G At

http://www.nanxun.gov.cn/art/2016/2/2/art 1229211167 54850869.html
https://zjnews.zjol.com.cn/zjnews/huzhounews/201705/t20170508 3574035.
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http://nync.huzhou.gov.cn/art/2021/3/22/art 1229209233 58925183.html
http://zj.people.com.cn/GB/187016/389537/
https://hzdaily.hangzhou.com.cn/hzrb/2017/05/08/article_detail 1 20170508

A075.html
http://www.tourzj.gov.cn/play/vdestination_zixun.aspx
http://bbs.zol.com.cn/dcbbs/d17 24207.html
https://news.gujianchina.cn/show-891.html
https://www.sohu.com/a/163129077 643840
http://www.tourzj.gov.cn/play/vdestination_zixun.aspx
https://www.sohu.com/a/163129077 643840
http://jingguan.yuanlin.com/scene/building/2017-6-9/28200.html
http://www.zjich.cn/xiangmu/xiangmushow.htm1?id=2253
http://www.zj.gov.cn/art/2019/9/6/art 1676281 37812046.html



Cultural Activity (1): The Lantern Festival
Parade
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. Cultural Activity (2): The Lantern Festival

Cultural Activity (3): Taige New Year Folk
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Cultural Activity (4): Dushen Parade in
Guanhaiwei Town

HKINRIA HEXBE
Cultural Activity (5): Wuyi Taige
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