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Preface

This book focuses on the problem of China’s urban poverty in the course of
growth and income inequality, which mainly involves the urban poverty identity, the
cause of poverty and the policy suggestions. The study used the method of pro—poor
identity, poverty decomposition, regression analysis, multi—dimensional poverty
and so on. This book concludes that the problem of absolute poverty in Chinese cities
has been basically solved, but the problem of relative poverty and multidimensional
poverty has become increasingly prominent. Urban economic growth is an important
reason for poverty reduction. The expansion or reduction of income inequality also
makes urban poverty larger or smaller. The urbanization process has the dual effect
of improving and intensifying the urban poverty, but the improvement of the trickle—
down effect is the main factor. The education, the family factors and the location
factors are the most important influencing factors of urban poverty. China is practicing
the concept of multidimensional poverty in the reality, and it is necessary to develop
multidimensional poverty standards.

First of all, this book defines a unified urban absolute poverty line, and analyzes
China’s urban poverty in the course of growth and inequality. Based on the urban’s
absolute poverty line, this book measures the city poverty in China and summarizes
the characteristics of urban poverty. In addition, this book further analyzes the urban
poverty in the course of China’s economic growth and income inequality. This book
argues that China’s economic growth is generally pro—poor, but the widening income
gap slows down the process. From the perspective of poverty index, the reduction
of urban poverty since reform and opening up mainly depends on the income effect
of economic growth. However, since 2007, the redistribution effect has gradually
become an important force in poverty reduction, which is more obvious in urban
migrants.

Secondly, this book analyzes the factors that lead to urban poverty. In the fifth



L F IR N 22 3 SE3h e g oh B T 33

chapter, through the analysis of urban poverty in the process of urbanization, this
book argues that with the progress of urbanization and the problem of urban—rural
dual structure alleviating in China, the urban dual structure is becoming more and
more obvious, and the income effect of urban household population and mobility has
many significant differences. Urbanization affects urban poverty through positive and
negative mechanisms. On the one hand, the trickle-down effect of economic growth
will cause the urbanization to produce poverty reduction effect. On the other hand, the
spatial transfer effect and middle class effect will also exacerbate the urban poverty.
In the sixth chapter, the book analyzes factors the characteristics of household
characteristics which lead to urban poverty. After analysis, this book argues that
human capital, especially education, family factors and location factors are the most
important influence reasons, and the effect of industry, occupation and ownership
on urban poverty is relatively limited. In the seventh chapter, from the perspective of
relative and multidimensional poverty, income is the most important contributor to
multidimensional poverty. In addition, education, medical and living conditions are
also important factors.

Finally, through the further analysis of the present situation and the existing
experience of urban poverty in China, the suggestions of urban poverty management
in China are put forward. Firstly, this book summarizes China’s urban poverty
management road, whose distinctive characteristics of China include: the economic
growth brought about by the trickle—down effect is an important way to solve the
problem of urban poverty in China, the inequality has obvious effects on urban
poverty; establishing a full-scope safeguards with low level; operating under the
Chinese characteristic of household registration system; adopting the criterion of
income but practicing with the concept of multidimensional poverty; public ownership
is the basic safeguard. Secondly, there are targeted countermeasures and suggestions
on the governance of urban poverty in China: establishing of a unified national urban
poverty line in order to solve the problem of absolute poverty completely; solving
the problem of relative poverty in China on the agenda; the city resident migrant
population should be included in the urban poverty alleviation system; paying more
attention to the regional poverty in order to abolish the regional difference of absolute
poverty; publishing the four dimensions of multidimensional poverty standards as

soon as possible; strengthening the economic foundation.



Preface

There are several possible innovation in this book. Firstly, this book builds
a hierarchical ladder of the national unified urban poverty line. China has only
an official rural poverty line, and there is no unified urban poverty line. Different
government departments on urban poverty awareness is different, and thus adopted
different standard of urban poverty lines with corresponding policies. The second is
to measure the urban poverty from the perspective of urban resident population and
analyze the trend and current situation of urban poverty in China since the reform and
opening up. Based on the current reality of China, this book defines the object as the
scope of urban resident population, which is the concept of urban poverty in this book.
Thus treating urban poverty as a phenomenon that occurs within cities and defining,
measuring and analyzing urban poverty from a broader and pragmatic perspective.
Then this book studies the poverty situation of the migrant population, makes a
more comprehensive analysis of its income and poverty, and makes a comparative
analysis on the urban dual structure targeted population and the household registration
population, and then puts forward the corresponding policy suggestions. Thirdly,
this book analyzes China’s urban poverty in the course of economic growth and
income inequality, and analyzes the impact of the two on urban poverty in China, and
distinguishes the urban household population and the floating population’s effect from
different historical stages. Fourthly, this book analyzes the reasons for the inclusion
of income into multidimensional poverty, and constructs the urban multidimensional
poverty index with the dimension of income. This book finds that income is the
most important contributor to multidimensional poverty and does not fit into the
multidimensional poverty index.

Key words: urban poverty; economic growth; income inequality; migrant

population; multidimensional poverty
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