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PREFACE

Chencang, the olden county of Qin and Han, however, the famous city in modern Shaanxi
Guanzhong.

The mountains flow together in the west while the plains locate in the east. The area
connects QinLong (Shaanxi and Gansu) while the roads lead to BaShu area. Based on its
comprehensive geography, Chencang is a critical battle ground for thousands of years.
Therefore, the story of “Pretend to advance along one path while secretly going along
another” was handed down from generations. With long history and a great many celebrities,
Chencang is presumed as the hometown of Yandi-Shennong. The remains of “Jiang Taigong
fishing” and “Qin Mugong boating” are still out there. Hundreds of cultural relics and
historic sites in the district give a proof of the records in historical literature.

About 7,000 to 8,000 years ago, China was at the initial stage of Neolithic Age, so is the
Laoguantai Culture centered on the Basin of Wei River. Many sites of Laoguantai Culture
centralize in Chencang, such as Guantaoyuan, Mengjiayao, Yangjialing and etc., Bunch of
artifacts made by pottery, stone, bone and horns, as well as the remains of birds, beasts, fish
and quails were excavated on Guantaoyuan site, which shows the natural environment and
extraordinary wisdom of ancient people in making pottery and bone objects, animal-hunting
and fishing. It’s rare to discover the agricultural tools, bone plowshare, on the sites from the
same era but were unearthed in bulk in Guantaoyuan. The discovery of bone plowshare is a
symbol of highly development in millet agriculture. Due to the achievements of agriculture
lifting our ancestors out of hunting and gathering which depended on natural resources, the
notion that taking Chencang as the origin of Yandi-Shennong’s hometown has deep root.
4,000-7,000 years ago, it’s a development period of Neolithic Age. Chencang, as well as the
entire Lishui River Basin, went through Yangshao and Longshan Cultures. The delicate
painting on pottery depicts the cozy life of people in Yangshao Culture. Pottery mask and
other artifacts reflects the primitive religion of ancestor worship and reproductive worship.
The earliest pottery tiles reveal the mystery of high-level architecture in Longshan era.

In historical period, Chencang was the habitat of ancient Qiang tribes in the early days.
Yandi was the ancestors of Qiang. His successors took charge of mountains and rivers of the
whole region during Yao and Shun era, besides, they also assisted Dayu to defend the Flood.
In late Shang Dynasty, there was a famous descendant of Yandi called Jiang Taigong (Jiang
Ziya). Liujia Culture, found in Chencang and its surrounding areas, was the archaeological
culture which represented Jiang’s group in Shang Dynasty. The typical pottery is high-necked
with bag-shape feet Li and high-necked pottery. In the period of Liu Culture merged with

Pre-Zhou Culture in late Shang, the story of Zhou Wenwang visiting Jiang Shang might
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happened in this place. As the establishment of Western Zhou
and rewarding to the heroes, Jiang Ziya moved to Shandong
and became the father of Qi State because of his contribution
to Zhou Royal. Jiang also rewarded his ministers with lands,
“Ce Guo”, “Guo Guo” and “Nan Gong” are some of them.

At the beginning of Chungqiu Period, Qin group
immigrated to Guanzhong area. They first settled down in the
meeting point of Qian River and Wei River, then later built
Pingyang Palace. This fertile field lays the base of Qin Empire.
The light of golden artifacts excavated in Qian River and the
magnificence of the instruments discovered in Qin Gong
Tomb are reflecting the glamour of the history; with spears
and swords, with arrows and blades, they are recreating the
brutality of ancient wars; tamed horses followed by decorated
carriages are reviving the prosperity of hunting and riding.

Since Qin and Han Dynasties, due to the location of
Chencang next to capital with the people under the authority
of Chang’an, the secular life is the basic form of society. It
seems to smell the scrumptious scent of food from the well-
equipped stoves. The square warehouse and round dike, as
well as the pottery pot and copper bell, are invested people’s
wish for the harvest and a good living. For thousands of years,
the bronze mirrors, as the portable tool to check looks, are not
only the way to perfect themselves but an entertainment to
appreciate the fantastic design. It is in the inscriptions, such as
“Live long and prosper” “Everlasting longing and memory”,
that people place their hope for beautiful life.

With Taoism booming in local places and Buddhism
spreading from the West, the religions gradually rose during
Qin and Han. From Royalty to citizens, everyone has his own
belief. The religious relics in Chencang prove the popularity
of religions. People devoted themselves to gods in the way of
making statues and sacrifice in order to show their faith in the
spirit world and the hope for future. Such religious artifacts

and traditions partly show the features of cultural exchanges

between China and the West on the Silk Road.

The sacrifice ceremony on ancient Wu Mountain
in Chencang is also in the scope of religious activities,
which is an exact example for the famous quote “Only
rituals and wars matters the country”. The rituals in
the quote involve in sacrifice ceremony of mountains
and rivers hosted by the state, including the sacrifice
ceremony on ancient Wu Mountain.

Wushan, used to be known as Wuyue and
Yueshan, is the main peak of Long Mountain (Liupan
Mountain). It is said that Wushan ritual began in
Shun era, but its historical record is in early Zhanguo
Period. “Shiji: Fengchan Book” states that Qin
Linggong chose two locations in the southern Wu
Mountain to offer Huangdi and Yandi. However, Sima
Zhen said that the times of ritual place in Wuyang is
earlier than those of two sites chosen by Linggong.
Hence, the times of Wushan sacrifice ceremony should
be earlier, which can be proved by the excavated ruts
dated in earlier than Warring States Period on Wushan
site. The times of unearthed sacrifices including
carriages, horses and jade, range from Warring States
Period to Qin and Han Dynasties. Those sacrifices are
important discoveries of mountain and river rituals in
China, which have a great impact on the sacrifices in
Yong area and the national sacrifices of Qin and Han
Dynasties.

The far-reaching influence of the ritual traditions
can be seen in the record of local history, stone
inscriptions, and the historical records since Sui and

Tang Dynasties.

Zhang Tian’en
June 2019 in Chang'an
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