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Where the bee sucks, there suck I;
In a cowslip’s bell I lie:

There I crouch when owls do cry.
On the bat’s back 1 do fly

After summer merrily.

Merrily, merrily shall T live now

Under the blossom that hangs on the bough.
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Beowulf ( excerpt)

Beowulf (excerpt)

(original Saxon version)

da com of mor eunder misthleotum
Grendel gongan, godes yrre beer;

mynte se manscada manna cynnes

sumne besyrwan in sele tam hean.
Wodunder wolcnum to Pas pe he winreced,
goldsele gumena, gearwost wisse,

feettum fahne. Ne wees peat forma sid
pet he Hrotgares ham gesohte;

neefre he on aldordagum @r ne sipon

heardran hze, healdegnas fand.

Beowulf (excerpt)
(modern English translation)

by Michael Alexander

Down off the moorland’s misting fells came

Grendel stalking; God’s brand was on him.

The spoiler meant to snatch away

from the high hall some of human race.
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He came on under the clouds, clearly saw at last
the gold-hall of men, the mead-drinking place
nailed with gold plates. That was not the first visit
he had paid to the hall of Hrothgar the Dane .

he never before and never after

harder luck nor hall-guards found.

Beowulf (excerpt)
(' modern English translation)

by Leslie Hall

"Neath the cloudy cliffs came from the moor then
Grendel going, God’s anger bare he.

The monster intended some one of earthmen

In the hall-building grand to entrap and make way with:
He went under welkin where well he knew of

The wine-joyous building, brilliant with plating,
Gold-hall of earthmen. Not the earliest occasion

He the home and manor of Hrothgar had sought :

Ne’er found he in life-days later nor earlier

Hardier hero, hall-thanes more sturdy!

Beowulf (excerpt)
(modern English translation)

by Seamus Heaney

In off the moors, down through the mist-bands
God-cursed Grendel came greedily loping.
The bane of the race of men roamed forth,

Hunting for a prey in the high hall.
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Under the cloud-murk he moved towards it

Until it shone above him, a sheer keep

Of fortified gold. Nor was that the first time

He had scouted the grounds of Hrothgar’s dwelling—
Although never in his life, before or since,

Did he find harder fortune or hall-defenders.
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