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Module One An Overview of Hainan

B Basic Facts

Location ( HbFR{ ¥ )

Hainan Province, called “Qiong” for short" and acclaimed as “Hot Island” and
“Coconut Island””, is located in the southern tip of China and is the smallest and
southernmost province in the country. It is the solely tropical island province of China.
The Hainan government administers over the main island and the islets and reefs of Xisha ",

Nansha, Zhongsha and their surrounding waters.

Population ( A1)

Hainan Island is the second largest island of China, taking up a land area” of 34,000
square kilometers with a population of 9.45 million permanent residents” in 2019. Many
nationalities live in this island, mainly including Han, Li, Miao and Hui nationalities. The
Han Chinese in Hainan, known as the Hainanese people, makes up the majority of the
population, accounting for 84%. The Li is the largest indigenous group”. Also found on
the island are the Utsuls, descendants of Cham refugees, who are classified as Hui, by the
Chinese government. There are about 700,000 of the Lingao people, also known as Ongbe,

living in northern Hainan.

Climate (“{f%)

Hainan Island has tropical monsoon climate” with annual average temperatures”
of 22°C-26°C and annual rainfall” of 1,500mm-1,600mm, which falls during the summer
rainy season. Coincidently, it is also typhoon season lasting from May till October. Typhoons
or hurricanes as they are otherwise known, usually visit the land along the eastern seacoast of
Hainan with an average of 5 to 10 times a year.

With fifty percent of forest coverage", the island is green through all four seasons, and
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boasts a wide variety of tropical fruits”.

Animals and Plants ( ZJHi%D )
Hainan is home to an estimated 4,200 species of plants, more than 300 species of birds,
104 different kinds of reptiles”, almost 100 species of mammals" and 37 different kinds

of amphibians”’, many of which are unique to China and some are found only on Hainan
Island.

Cities and Counties ( ifitL)

There are a total of nine major cities and ten counties in Hainan Province. Haikou,
the capital city, is on the northern coast, while Sanya is a well-known tourist destination on
the southern coast. The other major cities are Wenchang, Qionghai, Wanning, Wuzhishan,
Dongfang, and Danzhou.

Hainan is an ideal place for people in the northern part of China to escape the cold”.

The best time of the year to visit Hainan is between November and March. ( 437 words)

Words and Expressions

(D called “Qiong” for short i # “#x”

2) Coconut Island 4 &

(@) solely tropical island province *f— &% kA £ 45 4 47
(@ islets and reefs of Xisha 7 i £ &

() land area [ ¥ d 42

(6) permanent residents # {EA &7

(7) the largest indigenous group iz X 49 R4E &,

@) tropical monsoon climate ik 4 & /4 1%

(@ annual average temperature 434 i

(10 annual rainfall 4@ &

1D forest coverage f& k8 £ &

12 a wide variety of tropical fruits #¥ J 4 % a9 K R
@3 reptile feA73h4h

1 species of mammals ## §L 3

15 amphibian 7 %3 4%

16 escape the cold it %%
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Task 1: Complete the tasks based on the above passage.

Exercise 1: Complete the following sentences with words and expressions from above and

translate them orally into Chinese.

l.

2= - Y I N

Hainan Island is the solely of China.
. Hainan Island takes up 34,000 square kilometers.
. Hainan Island has a population of 9.45 million in 2019.
. The Li are the largest in Hainan.
. Hainan Island has climate.
. The in Hainan is 22°C-26C.
. Hainan is an ideal place for people in the northern part of China to
. Hainan boasts a wide variety of such as mango, chylee and banana.

Exercise 2: Answer the following questions.

1.
2.

O 0 N B W

What is Hainan called for short?
What can you say about Hainan as a province in China in terms of size and geographic

location?

. What are Hainan’s administrative regions?

. How large is Hainan’s land area?

. What was the population of Hainan in 2019?

. Which nationality takes up the majority of the population?
. Which minority is the largest indigenous group?

. What’s the annual average temperature in Hainan?

. When is the best time of year to visit Hainan?

Exercise 3: Translate the following sentences into English.

1.
2.

3.
4,
5.
6.

R A LT E R, P E i SRR

MR P S RS, B 354 TR A, 201944 fE AN LA
94577 .

MR RDUREA, WFREERE A, SRS N1984%.,

TR By A T ARG IR, AR AR ON22°C~26°C, AEFERTHE1500~16002K

T & B AR 5 56 R 50%, &) PRSP RS B 2 KR

MR A ST 19T . A IR OO A g Rt . = WAL Frg iR, 2
e X A1) 33
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History, Culture & Education

History ( J3%)

Known in ancient times as Zhuya, Qiongzhou or Qiongya, Hainan has a very long
history. Hainan Island came into existence with human activities at least 6,000 years
ago. According to Records in Qiongzhou Prefecture, Hainan was remotely controlled
by the government in the Qin Dynasty (221 B.C. — 206 B.C.) since there was no official
administrative establishment there at that time. It was not until the first year of the
Western Han Dynasty (206 B.C. — 25 A.D.) that the Dan’er Commandery " and Zhuya
Commandery” were set up. Three years after Emperor Yuan succeeded to the throne”
(46 B.C.), the two commanderies were cancelled and replaced by a county called Zhulu.
The Southern and Northern Dynasties (420 A.D. — 589 A.D) were ruled by Emperor Wu of
Liang, and the Ya District (Yazhou) was founded. In the Sui Dynasty (581 A.D. - 618 A.D.)
Dynasty, Linzhen and Zhuya Commanderies were established, during the Tang Dynasty
(618 A.D. — 907 A.D.), and Hainan was divided into five districts (Zhou): Ya District, Qiong
District, Zhen District, Dan District and Wan District. In the Song Dynasty (960 A.D. —
1279), the central government‘:" set up one District and three Juns (the administrative unit
in the Song Dynasty) in Hainan, with Qiong District” administering the five counties,
Nanning Jun administering three counties, while Wan’an Jun two counties, and Jiyang Jun
three counties. In the Yuan Dynasty (1206 —1368), the administrative structure” in Hainan
remained unchanged, following how it was structured during the Song Dynasty. In the Ming
Dynasty (1368 —~1644), Qiongzhou Prefecture was established in Hainan, administering Dan
District, Wan District and Ya District, and 10 counties. During the Qing Dynasty (1616 —
1911), the administrative establishment in Hainan remained the same as what it was in the
Ming Dynasty. At the early stage of the establishment of the Republic of China, the previous
administrative system was deserted and an Administrative Region Office” was established
in Hainan, and then Hainan was changed into the Administrative Supervision Region" and
later Special Administrative Region . After the liberation of the island in 1950, Hainan was
run under the Administrative Region Office. In 1988, Hainan was approved by the central
government to be established as a province.

Historically, Hainan was considered a remote and exotic place of exile. For Chinese

officials banished there, Hainan was “the gate of hell”, a place of discomfort, backward in
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culture, and full of perils and diseases. But now great changes have taken place in Hainan and
Hainan has developed rapidly since it was designated as an International Tourism Island"
in 2010. (442 words)

Words and Expressions

(D Dan’er Commandery 4% F-2f

(2) Zhuya Commandery & & B

@) succeed to the throne 44+

(4) central government P & ¥ if

(%) Qiong District 57 X

(6) administrative structure 478 25 #

(7) Administrative Region Office 478 X /¥ 4t
Administrative Supervision Region 7 # i - [X
@ Special Administrative Region 4¥ %] /72 K
(10 International Tourism Island ) FR3% 5 &

Task 2: Complete the tasks based on the above passage.
Exercise 4: Complete the following sentences with words and expressions from above and
translate them orally into Chinese.

1. Emperor Yuan in 46 B.C.
2. In the Song Dynasty, set up one District and three Juns in Hainan.
3. In the Yuan Dynasty, the in Hainan remained unchanged.

4. After the liberation of the island in 1950, Hainan was run under the

5. Hainan was designated an in 2010.

Exercise 5: Answer the following questions.

1. What was Hainan called in ancient times?

2. What commanderies were set up in the first year of the Western Han Dynasty?
3. How many districts was Hainan divided into during the Tang Dynasty?

4. When was the administrative Region Office established in Hainan?

5. When was Hainan liberated?

6. When was Hainan approved to be established as a province?

7. When was Hainan designated as an International Tourism Island?
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Exercise 6: Translate the following sentences into English.

1. % /D60004FHififE g &2 S IAZETG 3

2. R i R ORI, RO XY e R i AT B AT B
3. HENWGDUR A —AE (AJCATI0E ) A BT HEAARE R
4. Kt ho BN RO — B =HE

5. 19504F g By 2 ) . RS AT IBLIX Jp FeAb A .

6. 19884F-if g g JL BURF AL ME AL

Culture ( Zfk)

Hainan natives speak quite a number of dialects, and about 10 local dialects” are spoken
in this province, including Hainan dialect”, Li dialect, Lin’gao dialect, Danzhou dialect,
Jun dialect, and the Miao dialect. Hainan dialect is spoken extensively by 5 million people
across the island. The pronunciations and intonations of Hainan dialect are slightly different
in different areas of the island, and the accent in Wenchang" is generally considered the
standard for Hainan dialect .

The culture in Hainan is uniquely charming. Hainan’s culture is unique in that it has
assimilated fine qualities from different categories of unique cultures”, including the
central plain culture”, local folk culture, culture derived from the historical practice of
sending disgraced officials in exile to Hainan, immigration culture”, border culture and
ecological culture produced from this tropical island, to name just a few. Among all cultures
mentioned above, the central plain culture, which has taken root in Hainan since the Qin
Dynasty, and is now the mainstream of Hainan’s culture” integrated with the local folk

culture .

Education ( 2475 )

The level of primary and secondary education in Hainan has improved significantly
since 1949. Almost all school-age children now have access to at least a primary education.
There also has been a marked increase in the number of institutions of higher education
in the province, with notable schools including Hainan Normal University (1949), Hainan
University (1958), and Hainan Medical College (1948). (256 words)

Words and Expressions
(D local dialects 7 &
(2) Hainan dialect ;& d 15
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(3) the accent in Wenchang X & &+

(4) the standard for Hainan dialect #%.f 4 &%

(5 unique cultures #4F AL

(®) central plain culture ¥ /& 1L

(7) immigration culture #% &, 44

the mainstream of Hainan’s culture % dy LA 89 £ 4
©) local folk culture 37 K A4 AL

Task 3: Complete the tasks based on the above passage.

Exercise 7: Complete the following sentences with words and expressions from above and

translate them orally into Chinese.

1. About 10 are spoken in Hainan province.

2. The accent in Wenchang is generally considered

3. Hainan’s culture is unique in that it has assimilated fine qualities from different
categories of

4. The is now the mainstream of Hainan’s culture.

Exercise 8: Answer the following questions.

1. How many local dialects are spoken in Hainan?

2. Which accent is generally considered the standard for Hainan Dialect?
3. What culture is the mainstream of Hainan culture?

4. What are the three noble institutions of higher education in Hainan?

Exercise 9: Translate the following sentences into English.

L i A AVHRZ 80075, KA 108055 .

2. SCE DV ISR Ry e i A BRaf

3. 1 SCHCMAS [R] ) 2 45 SCAE RIS T e AT TR

4. hlF S A R C 2 el m LR, EI0E Ty RAEG Xk, MU 4 it
ALY FE

5. R R FEE VUG L T IR ARG, A A B R AR R I A | T
[[EpNE T e o T
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Economy, Transportation & Tourism Resources

Economy ( 2835 )

Hainan Island has two main economic bases " : agriculture and tourism. Before Hainan
became a province and special economic zone in 1988, agriculture was the main industry. The
island is rich in natural resources” which include rice, rubber, pepper, coffee and tea along
with palm oil, coconuts, and tropical fruits. More than 4,200 different kinds of plants (and
120 different kinds of vegetables) grow in Hainan accounting for a staggering 15% of China’s
total, 600 of which are native to the island”. Fishing, including a thriving pearl industry,
could be added as a third major economic base. The island and its immediate offshore
surroundings” is also rich in petroleum and natural gas. Thanks to its abundance of fish and
crustacean, the seafood-rich Hainan Cuisine " has become very popular the world over, and
Hainan’s special coffee varieties are said to rival those of Columbia.

The Province reported an estimated 5.8 percent year-on-year growth in its gross
domestic product (GDP)" in 2019, its tourism revenue grew 11.3 percent year-on-year and
the number of overseas tourists increased by 13.6 percent, 9 percentage points higher than the
country’s average.

In 2019 both the actual use of foreign capital and the number of newly-established
overseas-funded enterprises in Hainan grew by more than 100 percent.

The per capita disposable income ' of residents in both urban and rural areas increased
by 8 percent in 2019. The figure is expected to rise by 8 percent among urban residents and 8.2
percent among rural residents in 2020.

The Province has set a GDP growth target of 6.5 percent for 2020 and it aims to create
130,000 urban jobs in 2020.

Transportation ( %] )

The transportation in Hainan has become quite convenient now.

A trunk road network” has been built consisting of the round-island expressway”’,
three North-South arteries and four East-West arteries. And a third-class highway is accessible
to all towns in Hainan.

A West Line RailwaylL has been built from the south to the north of the island,
connecting the Chinese railway network by ferry. The passenger train has been operating

from Sanya to Beijing, Guangzhou, Shanghai and Chengdu. The Eastern Ring High-



