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General Foreword

General Foreword

The form of library is exploited, by the Chinese academic society
and publishing community, to display the history and reality of human
life and achievements and knowledge produced from the researches on
the history and reality of human life, which proves a effective way.
The purpose of Library of Southern Politicians, jointly published by
Public Management School of Guangzhou University and China Uni-
versity of Political Science and Law, is to create a platform by which
those young politicians could record and describe the historical
changes and reforms of reality in a objective and correct way, and ex-
plore the causal associations and inner logic of these historical
changes and reforms of reality in a scientific and unbiased way.

In current China, there are two uncontroversial facts, which sup-
port and summon scientific politics researches. One is that when eco-
nomic reform and development advance smoothly, economy and econ-
omist are the leading actors while problems arise in economic reform
and development | mere economy and economist cannot cope with the
situation but knowledge in other fields and its producers are deman-
ded, especially politics and politician.

The other is that upright people’s aversion and stolidness over
vulgar politics, caused by overemphasis on politics rightness and class

struggle , has mitigated, while more and more people have realized
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that the lagging political reform is one important factor deterring the
deepening of economic reform. Thus any people aspiring 1o interpret,
design and forecast the general social reform of China start to focus
and research on political field and political life. As political life be-
come more and more clean—figured, the enthusiasm to research on
politics and politics science become stronger. Politics may become a
prominent discipline.

In current China, politics is the only key to profoundly compre-
hend and wholly understand social reform, opening —up, transition
and renaissance. Judged from human’s history, any great overall social
reform is triggered firstly by reform in politics field and political life
and supported by innovative development in politics field and political
life. The overall social reform, opening — up, transition and
renaissance in China will also comply with the law.

Although economists lay much emphasis on economic field, and
innovations in economic life serve as the basis for the overall social re-
form, opening—up, transition and renaissance in China, the remarka-
ble major reform could not objectively explained if reforms in political
field happened in the late 70s and the early 80s of 20 century are not
well assessed. Because without decisive negation of Culture
Revolution, and abolishment of class struggle politics, the great ideo-
logical liberation with discussion of practice criterion as content would
not appear, and thus reform, opening—up in economic field and life
would not emerge either.

Although economists, tending to explore the momentum of sus-
tainable moderate growth from economic field and economic life, and

even some going far to bypass political reform, indulge in so—called
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pure economic reform, sustainable deepening reform strategy cannot
be correctly designed and established when the tremendous impact of
democracy and rule of law on market economy is not fully evaluated ,
and the fact that sluggish reform in political field and life, becoming
the vulnerable spot of overall system construction, hinders greatly the
five—in—one coordinated advancement of the society is neglected. Be-
cause political life is embedded in economic life and other social life,
politics not only influence distribution of resources but also determine
authoritative distribution of valuable stuff. Overall social reform, o-
pening—up, transition and renaissance cannot circumvent the real po-
litical field and life.

Although negligence of the role of political life in overall social
life and ignorance of historic and realistic significance of politics re-
search is a drawback , only recognition of politics’ efficacy and role of
politics research does not mean resolving problems of politics
research. For politics research, only those who are proficient in re-
search deserve success. Many politicians have stated means and ap-
proaches of politics research, but I believe that among these numerous
means, skills and approaches, there are two which is most critical
and elementary.

One is that politics should serve people’s desire and requirement ,
offering politics knowledge which can be readily accepted and em-
ployed by people by connecting with people’s realities. Because it is
the public with different rights and appeals who behave in political
field and the causal link and inner law of political process are not pro-
vided beforehand by those influential persons but determined by a re-

sultant force contributed by numerous forces according to the Parallel-
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ogram Rule as vividly described by Engels. Thus, as Mao Zedong
put, it is people, only people, who constitute the impetus to create
history while it is people, only ordinary people, who are the master
and creator of political life, in light of which, politics should turn into
a science which can be acquired and used by ordinary people in order
to scientifically understand politics and turn it into a science. Politics,
as a class of knowledge, once was monopolized by a handful of
people. Therefore, it can only grow robust when it is liberated from
those a few elite and from dogmatic, pedant politics class, becoming a
knowledge weapon for the ordinary people.

The other is that political research should serve the reform and
development of China’s politics. In one hand, some politics
researchers erroneously regard western politics theories as common
knowledge so that politics researches in China should conform to those
western standards, conception and principles; in another hand; some
politics researchers exaggerate the particularity of China’s politics so
that western elements should be refused and rejected in China’s
politics research. Starting from these two extreme standpoints, it is
impossible to produce scientific interpretation, summarization, and
forecast for China’s politics. We should paraphrase the system, insti-
tution and mechanism of China’s politics, as specific politics making
up human’s politics civilization, summarize its rule of operation,
change and development by linking with the practice of China’s
politics and systemize its historical evolution and realistic reform. Po-
litical knowledge acquired by this way will surely unify universality
and particularity , individuality and generality, which will contribute

to the growth and perfection of human’s politics knowledge and offer
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intelligent support for the reform and development of China’s politics.

Politics research is not only a cause needing ration and intelli-
gence but also an enterprise requiring art and skill. Hobbes, a famous
politician, believes that human, as the most exquisite artwork of the
Nature , is rational and furthermore infers that state could only be built
into a dedicate artwork by human by using art talent. However,
human could only learn the art during his dealing with political life.
James Harrington, a politician holding the same view as Hobbes, also
indicates that defining the government according to the law or ancient
prudence is a kind of art, by which human’s secular society could
only be organized on the basis of common rights or interests and thus
gets preserved. Marxist classical authors stress that politics combines
science with art; for example Lenin clearly pointed out that politics is
both a science and an art.

The artistry of modern politics embodies not only in the design
and construction of political facilities and institutions, but also in the
governance of political life. People used to be suffered from conflicting
politics, violence — dominated politics, and arbitrary man — ruling
politics for a long time. Although a few politics elites in some political
system are nostalgic for these cruel low politics, they are leaving us
irretrievably despite some remaining forces put up a desperate
struggle. People increasingly expect and pursue peaceful, transform-
ing and developing politics and communicating, consultative and har-
monious politics. Violence politics and ruling politics is based on
dominance and control of power while harmonious, consultative
politics asks for artistic governance.

The building of political life consisting of political system, insti-
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tution and mechanism should be devised and governed by human, ac-
cording to the inner law of political life. Both political design and gov-
ernance require artistry while politics research should also be conduc-
ted with artistry. The artistry of politics research embodies in two as-
pects: one is that it should presents the artistic characteristics of mod-
ern political life, including the artistry of the design, construction and
operation of political system, institution and mechanism as much as
possible; the other is that the process, method of politics research
should be devised with as much artistry as possible while results and
knowledge of politics research should be exhibited with artistry.
Library of Southern Politicians is a common home shared by
young politicians, where a batch of energetic politics researchers free
from dogmas and with innovative awareness will gather. It is also a fat
soil where a lot of insights for the design, construction and operation
of political life will shoot and grow mature. The academic home and

soil will undoubtedly yield bumper fruits.

Yan Qiang
September 18th, 2016
Nanjing University ,

Nanjing
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Preface

The hope space of Ecology: a study of Marxist Green Developm—
ent View is the academic research achievement of Dr. Shi Xiaojiao
during hers doctoral study. It is also a masterpiece with important the-
oretical and practical value closely related to the development theme
of the times.

Just as a Chinese traditional saying goes that April showers bring
May flowers. It’s not easy for Shi Xiaojiao to achieve hers doctor’s de-
gree and accomplish this monograph. It’s a coincidence that mentoring
relationship has formed between Dr. Xiaojiao and me. There are not
only factors of human metabolism, but also the results of institutional
norms. As hers successor supervisor, lake this opportunity, | want to
tell responsibly to her deceased former supervisor, Peng Pingyi,
“Please rest assured that your student has lived up to your hopes and
has finally achieved satisfactory resulis.” As one can imagine, the
process of cultivation is quite difficult and tortuous. As a middle—aged
woman , she will face many choice dilemmas, either get married, give
birth to children, support hers husband, teach hers children, or sac-
rifice love and family for career, or manage both. Managing both
means one has to spare more than twice the effort. And Shi Xiaojiao
chose to manage both, to be both a wife and a mother, both a teacher

and a student. Undoubtedly it is hard to manage without firm faith and
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tenacious perseverance. Shi Xiaojiao has done it. Congratulations
to her!

Human being as a kind of species—being is a producer with con-
sciousness. Therefore, “the production of animal is one—sided, of hu-
man being is comprehensive.” Human beings not only produce the di-
rect needs of their own bodies, but also the indirect needs of their so-
ciety. Human beings produce not only the material, but also the
spirit. Human beings produce life not only in present, but also in the
future. The society that Human beings pursue is a society with the u-
nity of nature and soceity. The society that Human beings pursue is
natural humanism and human naturalism.

However, the production under the guidance of capital seriously
challenges the essence of human being. People with selfconsciousness
and freedom have been already facing life danger and survival crisis.
Environmental pollution, resource depletion, species extinction, ab-
normal climate, natural disasters and epidemic diseases are gradually
pushing human beings to the “isolated island” where there is no way
to escape. Is human being the yardstick of all things? How can human
being return to and possess his own nature? Facts are forcing people
to think , and sober people are actively exploring the crux and solution
of the problem. It is said that “The course of nature is constant: it
does not survive because of the actions of a ruler as sage as Yao; it
does not perish because of the actions of a ruler as brutal as Jie. If you
respond to the constancy of nature’s course with good government,
there will be good fortune; if you respond to it with disorder, there
will be misfortune.”

The Hope Space of Ecology: a Study of Marxist Green Develop-
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