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I Unit1 ’

Give a man a fish and you feed him for a day.
Teach a man to fish and you feed him for a lifetime.

—Chinese Proverb

A. Defining Language Learning Strategies

1. Definitions of LLSs
2. Importance of LLSs
3. Motivations and LLSs

B. Classifying LLSs
C. Selecting LLSs
D. Assessing LLS Use

E. Summary



@ Defining Language Learning Strategies

1 Definitions of LLSs

- Task 1 «

1) Write your own definition of “language learning strategy” here:

2) Do you think language learning strategies are ?
[ ] conscious [ ] unconscious
[ ] general [ ] specific
[ ] direct [ ] indirect
[ ] learnable [ ] non-learnable
[ ] observable OR [ ] unobservable
[ ] abstract [ ] concrete
[ ] useful [ ] useless
[ ] theoretical [ ] practical
[ difficult [ | easy

3) Compare your definition with the following. Are they similar (S) or different (D) ? Tick the
right box.

Language learning strategies are S|D

(1) the conscious thoughts and actions that learners take in order to achieve a

learning goal.

(2) specific actions taken by the learner to make learning faster and more

enjoyable.

(3) specific methods or techniques used by individual learners to facilitate

language learning.

(4) specific behaviors or thought processes that learners use to enhance their 1.2

learning.

(5) steps or actions taken by learners to improve the development of their

language skills.
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4) What do you think about the following formula?
Strategies =thoughts + methods

Language learning strategies include both thoughts held by the learner and specific actions taken by the
learner to make language learning more effective and efficient. Indeed thoughts and behaviors are so
closely related that it is impossible and perhaps unwise to try to separate them.

- Task 2 «

Read the following statements about language learning strategies. Do you agree or disagree with

each of them? Why?

(1) Only successful language learners use learning strategies.

(2) Some language learning strategies are better than others.

(3) The more language learning strategies you use, the more successful your English learning will
be.

(4) The successful and less successful language learners may use similar language learning
strategies.

(5) More proficient language learners use a wider range of learning strategies in more situations.

2 Importance of LLSs

Learning strategies are especially important for language learning because they are tools for active, self-
directed involvement, which is essential for developing communicative competence. Moreover, you
learn how to learn when you learn LLSs so that you become a more responsible and more independent
autonomous learner, which is the ultimate goal since sooner or later you will leave school but you will
still want to learn new things without the help of a teacher.

= Task 3 «

1) Complete the following sentence in as many ways as you can. Two examples have been given.
Language learning strategies make language learning
(1) easier
(2) faster
(3)
(4)
(5)

2) Choose the answer to complete the statement.

Appropriate language learning strategies may result in
(1) higher grades

(2) better communicative abilities




(3) greater confidence
(4) stronger motivation
(5) improved proficiency

(6) fuller learner autonomy

3 Motivations and LLSs

6

One great way to improve your English is to identify your motivation to learn English. Motivation is
made up of the things or reasons that make you want to do something. Your motivation to learn English
helps you stay committed and focused. There is also usually a reward associated with the motivation.
The stronger your motivation to learn, the more likely you will try different learning strategies, and the
more likely you will be successful in learning English.

- Task 4 «

1) Identify your motivation to learn English by answering the questions.
(1) Do you know that English is the most widely spoken language in the world?
(2) Do you have a native English speaker as a friend?
(3) Do you want to use English for real communication?
(4) Do you have to take English as a part of your education?
(5) Do you plan to abroad in an English speaking country?
(6) Do you need a higher level of English to get that promotion you wanted?
(7) Do you want to be able to help someone learn English?
(8) Do you want to learn something new?
(9) Do you want to be able to watch movies in the original version?

(10) Do you want to travel in an English speaking country?

2) Compare your answers with your classmates. Do you have similar or different forms of

motivation to learn English?

@ Classifying LLSs

We often classify things in order to better understand them. Classification itself is actually a very

frequently used and useful learning strategy. Language learning strategies have been classified by many
scholars.

= Task & «

Compare the following classification of LLSs by different scholars. What conclusion(s) can you draw?
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