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This book is published in accordance
with the Russian Historical Assosiation’s
Priority Research Plan to mark the 150th
anniversary of the 1864 Judicial Reform
in Russia.

The anniversary of the Russian Judi-
cial Reform is a landmark event which,
unfortunately, is better known to legal
professionals than to general public al-
though its significance extends far beyond
the narrow legal realm. The 1864 Reform
instituted an independent judicial power
in the country, created a new judicial
system, transformed the procuracy, and
introduced the new institutions of court
investigators, defense counsels, and no-
taries. At the same time, it provided a
strong impetus for the development of le-
gal education and legal science, and pro-
duced a beneficial impact on the country’s

political life.
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It is not accidental that Lawyers Day
is celebrated in modern Russia on the
3rd of December (20th of November in
the Julian Calendar) , the day when the
Judicial Statutes were approved and the
legal profession was born in Russia in the
true sense of the word!

In my opinion, the 1864 Judicial
Reform is distinguished by at least three
unique features that enabled it to consist-
ently change political reality in our coun-
try during the last 150 years.

Firstly, the reform itself (as well as
its underlying ideas and principles) has
demonstrated remarkable viability. De-
spite numerous deliberate attempts at
counter—reforms, it kept rising from the
ashes like a phoenix, time after time.

The authors of this book, having
studied the phenomenon of the 1864 Ju-
dicial Reform in depth and comprehen-
sively, give special attention to its con-
stitutional potential and consonance with
Russia’s deep cultural codes, due to
which the ideals and principles of the
Reform have many times broken through
the asphalt and concrete of the authori-

tarianism in the early, mid and late 20th

century. This extraordinary phenomenon
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has undoubtedly resulted from the fact
that, in 1864, the pan—human standards
of justice were introduced into the
country’s legal and public life—the stand-
ards that were so succinctly expressed in
the words from the Decree of 20 Novem-
ber 1864, and gave the book its name,
“The court that is speedy, fair, merciful
and equal for all”.

Secondly, the 1864 Judicial Reform
has never been a narrowly professional
“thing—in—itself” but, rather, was closely
intertwined with political changes right
from the start. Essentially it was about a
relatively independent and strong judicial
power being born from the depths of autoc-
racy as one of the primal elements of an
absolutely new political system based on
the concept of separation of powers. From
this perspective, the 1864 Judicial Reform
was a constitutional reform. And the Rus-
sian specifics consist in the fact that it was
judicial power from which the constitution-
al monarchy began in our country.

In the czarist Russia, the new Court
became a school of civic consciousness, a
school for the assimilation of legal notions

and values by ordinary people. This means
that the 1864 Judicial Reform directly
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helped to overcome legal nihilism and
negativism, and promoted legal literacy
and culture. It is not accidental that, in
the 1860s and 1870s, people used to go
to the courtrooms like to the theater, and
would even buy tickets to attend the
high—profile trials when spacious courtro-
oms could not accommodate everyone
who wished to witness the human dramas
and tragedies culminating in the triumph
of reason and justice.

And finally, thirdly, the 1864 Judi-
cial Reform was closely interlaced with
the history of Russian parliamentarianism
and turned out to be an active energy
point of a kind, whose stimulation could
reliably rehabilitate and normalize the
entire societal organism. Experience has
shown many times that revitalizing and
improving efficiency of judicial power in
our country always entails the revitaliza-
tion of the representative power. The leg-
islative work becomes not only intensified
but also aligned with the actual needs of
the state and society.

And although the first Russian par-
liament emerged four decades after the
promulgation of the Judicial Statutes,

despite its short pre—revolution history
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(a little over 10 years), it managed to
contribute to the restoration of a number
of institutions, concepts and norms of the
Statutes, and outlined the paths for retur-
ning to the ideals of judicial reform. This
extremely interesting and important period
in the history of Russian parliamentarian-
ism holds promise of many new discover-
ies not only for researchers in the field of
state and law but also for professionals in
other disciplines.

I am sure that this book will appeal
to both professional and much wider au-
dience including contemporary authors,
screenwriters and play— wrights. It con-
tains a wealth of materials to stimulate
their creative fantasy.

As for law and history students mak-
ing the first steps towards their professional
career, this book that combines scientific
depth with a vivid and lively narrative a-
bout people and events of the 150 —year
dramatic history of the Russian court can
and must become a vade mecum.

Chairman

of the State Duma of the Federal Assembly
of the Russian Federation

Chairman of the Russian Historical Society

Sergey Naryshkin
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