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The predecessor of Fine Arts Academy was Hunan Institute of Literature and Art
founded in 1958. This year marks its 60th anniversary. With the longest history,

it is the most prestigious fine arts academy in Hunan Province. After many
generations of hard work, the Academy has developed from a single goal of
training students for fine arts education industry into a comprehensive one with
five departments of fine art, painting, visual communication, digital media and
environmental design and with a student body of over 1,000. The level of talent
training has kept rising. Since the 1990s, it has entered the phase of master’s
education, and has gradually become a training platform offering academic
master's degrees and professional master’'s degrees such as fine arts, design,
curricula and pedagogy. In 2011, it was granted the right to confer doctoral
degrees in the first-level discipline of fine arts. It has succeeded in becoming one
of the dozen colleges and universities offering doctoral programs of fine arts in
China. Groups after groups of outstanding students have started their artistic life
journey from here and become pillars of social development.

The Academy has a strong teaching faculty. Among the 89 full-time teachers,
there are 13 PhD supervisors, 18 professors, 22 associate professors and 3
foreign teachers. Besides, it has employed 26 foreign experts from the United
States, Germany, Britain, France, Italy, Spain, Australia and Argentina as well as
18 domestic experts with national influence as guest professors. A number of
its teachers also hold important positions in provincial or national professional
associations. The Academy has achieved fruitful results in scientific research
and creation. In recent years, its faculty members have presided over 10
national level research projects including the National Social Sciences Fund
Projects, Humanities and Social Sciences Projects of the Ministry of Education,
and National Art Fund Projects; and 45 provincial and departmental research
projects. They have published 27 monographs (or translated books), textbooks,
and collections of paintings; and 332 papers and works in academic journals.
Its fine arts and design works have won 17 national awards, 26 provincial and
ministerial awards.

Fine Arts Academy has always been a key player of fine arts education in Hunan.
It has nurtured large numbers of famous artists and teachers. Teachers from
various periods have created works that lead the new style of Hunan fine arts.
Nearly 300 faculty works of Fine Arts Academy over the years have been selected
in this collection, covering a variety of professional directions such as painting,
calligraphy and design. These works fully reflect the overall creative level and
academic attitudes of the faculty. As a part of the 60th Anniversary Celebration
of the Academy, the faculty makes a collective appearance in this way for this
special occasion and takes it as the starting point for a new journey. By adhering
to the motto of “open education, orientation on teaching and reliance on
academics”, we will strive to create new glories for the Academy.

Li Shaobo
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