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Abstract E

Based on previous research outcomes and the author’s statistics, the paper describes
the development of Korean language education in Chinese colleges and universities, the
development and distribution of academic programs relating to Korean language and the
distribution and research trends of institutes of Korean studies. It extensively discusses
issues on courses, teaching faculty and textbooks of Korean programs. Throughout a general
survey of the research trend of research faculty of Korean language education in Chinese
colleges and universities, it can be observed that the researches tend to be microscopic,
indicating that they focus on basic and comparative studies on language, literature, culture
and pedagogy, which are relevant to Korean studies. Macroscopic or structural studies
providing systematic explanation of the general situation of Korean language education in
Chinese colleges and universities are not common. With a holistic view on the structure,
developing trend, core of major courses and the current situation of teaching faculty and
textbooks, this paper combines quantitative analysis with qualitative analysis, theoretical
research with empirical research, partial research with systematic research, and synchronic
research with historical research.

The research content of this paper is summarized as below.

First, Korean language education in Chinese colleges and universities has four phases,
.e., the preparation (1945-1990), the development (1991-2000), the soaring period (2001-
2015) and the adjustment period (2016-present). The great-leap-forward development
of Korean language education in Chinese colleges and universities 1s closely connected
with the increasingly enhanced communication and collaboration between P. R. China and
Republic of Korea in the fields of politics, economy, culture and education. It 1s also greatly
influenced by the Korean enterprises flooding into China and the long-lasting popularity of
Korean pop culture in mainland China.

Second, Korean language as an academic program. According to statistics on https://
gaokao.chsi.com.cn/, the “Sunshine Project” platform appointed by Chinese Ministry of
Education for recruitment and admission to colleges and universities, the author found

that there are totally 140 professional schools (both public and private) offering “Applied



Korean™ as an academic program. 64% of the above mentioned are in the regions that are
significantly influenced by Korean pop culture. Among the 90 schools offering “Applied
Korean”, 37 are in Shandong, 24 are in Jiangsu, 11 are in Liaoning, 9 are in Heilongjiang
and 9 are in Jilin. Those places also enjoy active communication with Korea and have a great
number of Korean enterprises. Furthermore, 124 undergraduate schools, both public and
private, offer Korean program. 71 undergraduate schools in the above-mentioned regions
take up 57% of the total, with 27 in Shandong, 16 in Jilin, 11 in Jiangsu, 10 in Heilongjiang
and 7 in Beljing. These places, as mentioned above, have active communication with Korea
and a great amount of Korean enterprises and are significantly influenced by Korean pop
culture. Facing the “hypemormal development™ of Korean program in China, some experts
and scholars showed their concerns and even questioned its future. According to statistics of
enrollment, first-choice rate, the scale of current students and employment rate, though the
number of Korean programs in China has far exceeded the “red line” set by some experts
and scholars, the development of Korean programs maintains satisfactory and has been
widely accepted by students, parents and the society. Looking into the future, both applied
Korean program in professional schools and Korean programs in undergraduate schools
should strive to highlight regional features, enhance integrated and crossover development,
strengthen academic competitiveness, reinforce teaching staff construction, international
collaboration and promotion in the aim of maintaining sustainable and strong development
impetus.

Third, at the level of graduate education. Currently there are over 30 Chinese colleges
and universities offering graduate programs concerning Korean language and literature. A
quantitative increase can be observed. But there is still some room for further development
compared with the number of professional schools and undergraduate schools offering
Korean programs. Moreover, only more than 10 umversities offer Korean program at
doctorate level, which cannot meet the teaching faculty’s demand for doctorate degrees.

Fourth, the research institutes. By October 2016, there are over 40 universities with over
50 research institutes of Korean studies. Judging from their names, the research institutes
cover a wide range of research fields, including Korean language, Korean literature, Korean
language and culture, Sino-Korean literature, Sino-Korean economy and culture, Sino-
Korean business, language polity, and studies on Southand North Koreas. The existing leading
research institutes of Korean studies in China are mainly set in universities participating in

the project of “core foreign universities of Korean studies”, including Yanbian University,



Minzu University of China, Nanjing University, Ocean University of China, and Shandong
University. Other universities participating in the project of “cultivation of overseas
Korean studies”, including Peking University, Fudan University, Shanghai International
Studies University, Jilin University (including Zhuhai College of Jilin University), Dalian
University of Foreign Languages, East China Normal University and Central China
Normal University, also have research institutes. Both the above-mentioned projects are
sponsored by the Ministry of Education of Korea. The Korean studies now are not limited
only to Korean language, literature and culture. They also involve Korean politics, history,
education and tourism, which are macroscopic. Korean students studying overseas, Korean
movies and enterprises are covered as well. In other words, Korean studies have widely
attracted attention in Chinese academia and the researches are expanding to various fields.

Fifth, course construction. Most universities have formulated relatively stable and mature
plans for cultivating professional talents, which can satisfy the requirement of specialized
education. But some universities are still facing difficulties in course construction, such
as lacking of mechanism of testing through practice in setting the target of cultivating
professional talents, inconsistency between the goal of education and major courses,
insufficiency in teaching hours of major courses, disproportion of courses of language,
literature and culture as well as slight shortage of practice session in the curriculum. Looking
ahead, when we formulate the plan for cultivating professional talents, macroscopically
speaking, we should abide by the national standard set by Chinese Ministry of Education
while at the same time fully consider the combination of generality and particularity,
specificity and comprehensiveness, skill and practice, localization and internationalization,
practicality and directivity. Microscopically, much effort should be put to promote Sino-
Korean courses. A rational proportion should be kept between language and literature
courses and cultural courses. The arrangement of professional courses should be scientific
and practical. Sufficient teaching hours should be secured for professional courses. From an
empirical point of view, much attention should be paid to practical courses, courses relating
to practical culture and courses that can arouse students’ interest. Since there are many
differences in the education connotation between public and private universities, research-
oriented and application-oriented universities and undergraduate schools and professional
schools, their course settings should be different. The course setting of an academic program
is a systematic task, which is very complicated as well. It requires professional viewpoints,

sufficient time and empirical researches.



Sixth, the teaching staff construction. There has been an obvious increase in the number
of PhD holders in the teaching staff of Korean programs in key universities of 211 and
985 Projects, which shows their advantage in the teaching faculty of Korean language
and Korean literature studies. However, there is still a huge gap between undergraduate
schools in the Pan-Pearl River Delta and the key universities. With over ten years effort,
they have gained substantial development in teaching staff construction. Korean language
program in some public universities have all their teaching faculty with doctorate degrees.
Some private universities have 80%-90% of their teaching faculty in Korean program with
doctorate degrees. In the future, more emphasis should be put on improving the structure
of degree, professional title, program and dual-qualification teachers. The capability of
education and teaching, scientific research and adapting to the age of crossover competition
should be strengthened.

Last, textbook design and development. Through decades of efforts and development,
a relatively mature system of professional textbooks has been established. The emerging
featured textbooks can basically satisfy the requirement of specialized teaching and
learning. But some certain courses lack scientific and systematic syllabuses and are faced
with the problems of insufficient studies on the research and development of textbooks.
Slight insufficiency of specialized textbooks for senior students and a relative lag-behind in
textbook development still exist.

The research outcomes of this paper are expected to provide window and path to domestic
and foreign experts and scholars to have a macroscopic understanding of the current
development of Korean language education as well as the trend of Korean studies in Chinese
universities, offer effective data for continuous research on Korean language education
in China, and positively promote the revolution of education and teaching revolution as
well as the improvement of the education quality of academic programs. Particularly, this
would provide significant references to Korean experts and scholars, who are unfamiliar
with Korean language education in China, as well as policymakers in Chinese universities

and administrative department for education.
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