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Abstract: This article, by investigating the relationship between the quantity of foreign language learners
in American colleges and that of immigrants with different language backgrounds in the whole country,
finds that foreign languages studied in American colleges are influenced by immigrants’ makeup in
America. The modern foreign languages with the largest numbers of learners in U.S. colleges are also the
most spoken ones in American families; historically, the rise and fall of foreign language learners at
different periods corresponds to the historical trends of immigrants speaking those languages;
geographically, the distribution of foreign language learners correlate with that of immigrants. This paper
concludes that immigrants, apart from the generally recognized factors such as international relationships,
national security and pragmatic usefulness, constitute another important factor influencing foreign
language selection in American colleges since the mid-20th century.
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Abstract: Since its establishment, the European Union has been committed to the implementation of
multilingualism. However, there are obvious inequalities between the official languages, working
languages and lingua franca, which brings confusions and even conflicts to language ideology and
language practice. Brexit will undoubtedly change the linguistic environment of the UK and the EU, and
thus it is particularly important to re-examine the basic propositions related to language planning and
language policy in this political transition. After an analysis of the media reports of the EU language
policy after the British Brexit referendum, this article discusses the above inequalities, arguing that the
various monolingual or multilingual reform proposals existing in the academic circle are all insufficient. In

the post-Brexit era, no matter how the function and status of English change, EU language planning and

governance will face enormous challenges.
KPR BB ERCBLE; B EH BT AR

Key Words: European Union; Brexit; multilingualism; language planning
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