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PREFACE

The Sik Road serves as a road to promoting friendship, harmony and cultural
exchanges in the process of China going global and the world approaching China.

The 21st Century Maritime Sik Road" is an initiative put forward by Chinese
President Xi Jinping in October 2013, which has constituted the great idea of "The
Belt and Road" together with "The Silk Road Economic Belt .

Since the 18th National Party Congress of the CPC, President Xi Jinping has
kept In mind both the domestic and international situations and made profound
observations and thought of the world situation. By conforming to the trend of the
times and adapting to development rules, Mr. Xi launched "The Belt and Road"
initiative, and proposed the "Chinese Approach" for China to participate in global
open cooperation, improve the global economic governance system, boost the
global common development and prosperity, and promote the building of a com-
munity of shared future for mankind. As emphasized by Mr. Xi Jinping, Chinas
"The Belt and Road" initiative is to buld a new platform for win-win cooperation in
the international community. This initiative originates from China and belongs to the
world. It aways adheres to the principle of achieving shared growth through dis-
cussion and collaboration, and is committed to creating a peace, prosperity,open,
green, innovative and ciiized path, and bringing new development opportunities
o each participating country.

In order to spread the peaceful, developmental, open, innovative and civlized
spirt of "The Belt and Road", China Photographers Association hosted the photo
season activity of "The Belt and Road  the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road",
undertaken by such agencies as Fujan Photographers Association. For the first
time, the photo season showed the achievements of "The Belt and Road" record-
ed by Chinese photographers in the form of pictures in a comprehensive manner.
It shows China in the eyes of photographers from China and abroad during the
"The Belt and Road" construction, with camera lens recording China s present and
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past, history and future.

The exhibition consists of two parts:

The first is the "Yesterday & Today: The Maritime Sik Road Photographic £x-
hibition". With "Approaching the History" and "Presenting Modermn Society" as the
leading ideas, the exhibition invites 12 well-known domestic photographers to lead
the team for creation on major themes in Quanzhou, Nanjing, Guangzhou and
Ningbo respectively. By extending the Ancient Silk Road to the 21st Century Mari-
time Sik Road, the exhibition records the charm of ancient streets in ancient cities
with lens and transmits the culture of Marttime Silk Road with light and shadow.

The second is the Photographic Exhibition on "China in the Eyes of Photog-
raphers from Countries along the 21st Century Mearitime Sk Road". These pho-
tographers from countries along the Maritime Sik Road have recorded the style of
contemporary China from the perspective of "third parties". Meanwhle, they focus
on their own countries and think about the relationship between Modem Sik Road
and countries along the road with cameras.

Photography has opened a window for the world to understand the Eastern
culture, and also built a bridge for the in-depth exchanges of Eastem and Westemn
cutures, It is expected that through the event, Chinese and foreign photographers
would work together, and buld a sound channel for mutual learming among civili-
zations and cultural exchanges in the background of new times of "The Belt and
Road" cooperation initiative. Together they would portray a wonderful picture of
'Connected roads and shared beauty among the world", tell good stories on "The
Belt and Road" construction and convey the beauty of China to the world.

China Photographers Association
December 2018
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Photographic Exhibition on "China in the Eyes of Photographers from
Countries along the 21st Maritime Silk Road"
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Yesterday & Today: The Maritime Silk Road Photographic Exhibition

Curator: Zhang Guotian

In October 2013, President Xi Jinping proposed the concept of the 21st Century
Maritime Silk Road during his visit to ASEAN., It has been 100 years since 1913 when
French sinologist Emmanuel- douard Chavannes proposed the concept of Maritime
Silk Road" for the first time

The concept of the 21st Century Mariime Sik Road is based on history and
focuses on the new historical starting point of the 10th anniversary of China-ASEAN
partnership. It aims to enhance exchanges with countries and regions along the border
at point-to-point and line-to-line basis, connect market chains linking ASEAN, South
Asia, West Asia, North Africa, Europe and other major economic sectors, develop
Strategic economic cooperation belts oriented at the South China Sea, the Pacific
Ocean and the Indian Ocean, and take the integration of economy and trade of Asia,
Europe and Africa as the long-term development goal.

This exhioition is an exploration about the historical starting point of the Marttime Sik
Road.

Twelve people, four cities and the Maritime Silk Road.

Nanjing, Ningbo, Quanzhou and Guangzhou are the starting points of the
14,000-kilometer route, stretching to over 100 countries and regions, and the carrier of
the world s contact with China and the intersection of eastern and westem cultures.

This is a journey from the individual to the universal and a process of a small sign

that can indicate a great trend

Four groups of people and four lines reflect the heaven and earth and all Iving
creatures. Trade, inheritance, relics and life constitute the whole content of the
Bxnhibition.

But at the same time, it is more than that

The future Is imagined with the present, no matter the pictures of Nanjing by Li
Ge, Shen Yao and Wu Znizhong, or the pictures of Ningbo by Li Xueliang, Wu Zongai
and Qi Hao, the pictures of Quanzhou by Pan Chaoyang, Wu Shouhua and Zheng
Zuosheng and the pictures of Guangzhou by Wang Chen, Li Jiejun and Liao Ning.

Correspondingly, the works collected from photography studios and cultural
organizations constitute the real past and a foundation of history.

The photographic works collected from different sources are the unity of time and
space in an exhibition in mutual comparison, and the echo of reality between history and
future, as well as the multiple expression between the new and old.
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1984 £, TN,
Peter Charlesworth/Getty Images/ i H[E

An urban landscape with factory chimneys spewing smoke and
pollution in Guangzhou, China, in 1984.
(Photo by Peter Charlesworth/Getty Images/ VCG)

1910 4%, JTINERT_EARRERZR,
George Rinhart/Corbis/ M3 HE

(Original Caption) Canton, China: Scene on the Pearl River which
is still strongly infested with pirates that manage to elude the
numerous patrols by hiding in the innumerable inlets and creeks.
One of the large steamers was held up and burned in July 1916.
Undated photograph.

(Photo by George Rinhart/Corbis/ VCG)
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(Original Caption) Canton, China: The West Gate from within the
city. Notice the guard on top of the gate. Undated photograph.
(Photo by George Rinhart/Corbis/ VCG)
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Zhenhai Tower, or Five Stories Pogoda, China, 1916. From the
New York Public Library. (Photo by Smith Collection/Getty Images/

VCG)

19023 H 1 H, Jimes.
The Montifraulo Collection/Getty Images/ #13HE

Overview of Canton City, China 1st March 1902. (Photo by The
Montifraulo Collection/Getty Images/ VCG)
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Boats on the Zhujiang River in Guangzhou, China in October 1978.
(Photo by Paolo KOCH/Gamma—Rapho /VCG)
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In the late Qing Dynasty, the houses on the side of the tributary
of the Zhujiang River, the houseboats and the houses on the shore
were connected, which provide convenience for the short stay of
the merchants. (Photo by Qin Feng Studio / VCG)
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In the late Qing Dynasty, the ancient city walls of Guangzhou were
built along the riverside, and the ships were moored. (Photo by Qin
Feng Studio / VCG)
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In the late Qing Dynasty, the western—style steamship on the
Zhujiang River. Guangzhou became the window of Sino—Western
exchanges. (Photo by Qin Feng Studio / VCG)
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George Rinhart/Corbis/ fi3H[E

Canton, China in 1910: Canton's narrow streets. The array of
brilliantly colored signs fascinate the tourist. Due to the narrowness
of the streets, it is necessary for the Chinese merchants to hang
perpendicular signs outside their shops to advertise their wares.
(Photo by George Rinhart/Corbis/VCG)
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12/27/1920-Canton,China— In many countries the presence of gambling
houses is openly advertised in one way or another. In China, these
buildings are highly decorated, such as the one shown in the photo. It
is the finest gambling house in Canton, and it never closes its doors.
Fortunes change hands every day for the Chinese are great lovers of the
games of fortune. It is said that the finest gambling house is quickly
closed and changed to a shopping mall after Chen Jiongming led the
army back to Canton. ( Photo by Bettmann/Corbis/VCG)
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In the 1930s, the busy scene of the Zhujiang Wharf. Large ships

docked, and international trade flourished and reached a new height.
(Photo by Qin Feng Studio / VCG)
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George Rinhart/Corbis/ 5+ E

Canton, China in 1910: Canton, China: Aerial view of a shipyard in
Canton. (Photo by George Rinhart/Corbis/VCG)
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