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PART

Chlei’ ‘;A;nerican Newspapers and Magazines

All the newspapers and magazines in America are privately owned. Today
there are about 1,800 daily newspapers, with a total circulation of 62 million, and
more than 580 Sunday papers., with a circulation of about 60 million. The typical
paper is much thicker compared with that of a Chinese one,and has more than 40
pages of local, national, and foreign news, editorials, cartoons and information
about sports, art, music, books and general entertainment, such as radio and
television schedules. It usually considers special features, such as columns of
news analyses by well-known writers, business, a women’s page, comics,
general advertising and real-estate and employment advertisements, which are
known as classified ads. About two-thirds of the income of the average daily
newspaper comes from advertising. The rest comes from sales.

There are also about 10, 000 weekly, biweekly and triweekly newspapers.
Biweekly papers are published every two weeks, and triweekly papers appear
every three weeks., Most of these papers are special interest publications, such as
labor-union papers, papers for black readers, industrial, farm, trade, religious,
and educational journals, and foreign language editions.

All this was due to the development during the first half of the 20th century
in newspaper organizations and the growth of telegraph services, which are
known as wire services.

Wire-services companies employ staffs of reporters, who report news and
stories from all over the world. These reporters send their news reports as well as

columns, pictures, and cartoons by telegraph to papers throughout the country.
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The papers pay a yearly sum for this service. Wire-services continue to play an
important role in newspaper operations. Today the major wire services are the
Associated Press (AP) and the United Press International (UPI). AP or UPI is
often at the beginning of a news story. This shows that the source of the story is
from the particular wire service rather than from a reporter who is employed
directly by the paper.

At the outbreak of World War I in 1914, the modern newspaper began to
appear. Many foreign correspondents went to various European capitals and war
fronts. They witnessed what happened and reported the news. These news-
reporters represented individual newspapers, chains, and wire services. This
became a feature of American journalism. In addition, a large press corps
developed in Washington, where it continues to provide reports and analyses of
important news development.

The three most influential newspapers are The New York Times, The
Washington Post and Los Angeles Times. The New York Times is sold all over
the United States with a circulation of 895,000. The New York Times Sunday
edition is well known for its bulk, over 200 pages. The Washington Post is a
newspaper quoted. Its main readers are governmental employees and it is closely
associated with American Congress. The Los Angeles Times ,with a circulation of
950,000, is associated with the Morgan Interest Group. There are also some other
important newspapers such as The Christian Science Monitor, The Wall Street
Journal and the New York Daily News. There are about 112 leading magazines,
52 of which produce more than one million copies of each issue. Two major news
magazines combined sell over 7.6 million copies a week. Reader’s Digest prints
nearly 19 million copies a month. Time, Newsweek and U. S. News and World
Report are also popular magazines. They present national and international news.,
stories of human interest, and reports on new books, films and plays. More than
nine million people regularly read news magazines, Life and Look are two picture
magazines. They are widely read because they present the news with simple texts
and photographs.

(from Survey of Britain and America)

Now, Let's introduce chief American newspapers and magazines

respectively.
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1. The New York Times
The New York Times ,morning daily newspaper published in New York City,

is one of the world’s great newspapers. Its strength is in its editorial excellence, it
has never been the largest newspaper in terms of circulation.

The New York Times was established in 1851 as a penny paper, reflecting a
trend of the era to publish inexpensive newspapers for the working classes in
growing U. S. cities. It enjoyed early success as its editors set a pattern for the
future by appealing to a cultured, intellectual readership instead of a mass
audience. But its high moral tone was no asset in the heated competition of other
papers for readers in New York City. Despite price increases, The New York Times
was losing $1,000 a week when Adolph Simon Ochs bought it in 1896,

Ochs built The New York Times into an internationally respected daily.
Aided by an editor hired away from The New York Sun, Carr Van Anda Ochs
placed greater stress than ever on full reporting of the news of the day,
maintained and emphasized existing good coverage of international news,
eliminated fiction from the paper, added a Sunday magazine section and reduced
the paper’s newsstand price back to a penny. The paper’s imaginative and risky
exploitation of all available resources to report every aspect of the sinking of the
“Titanic” in April 1912 greatly enhanced its prestige. In its coverage of two world wars
The New York Times continued to enhance its reputation for excellence in world news.

In 1971 The New York Times became the centre of controversy when it
published a series of reports based on the “Pentagon Papers”, a secret
government study of U. S. involvement in the Vietnam War that had been covertly
given to the Times by government officials, The U. S, Supreme Court found that
the publication was protected by the freedom-of-the-press clause in the First
Amendment of the U. S. Constitution. Later in the 1970s the paper under Adolph
Ochs’s grandson, Arthur Ochs Sulzberger, introduced sweeping changes in the
organization of the newspaper and its staff and brought out a national edition
transmitted by satellite to regional printing plants.

(from Britannica)

2. The Washington Post
The Washington Post, morning daily newspaper published in Washington,
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D. C. , the dominant newspaper in the U. S, capital and usually counted as one of
the greatest newspapers in that country.

The Post was established in 1877 as a four-page organ of the Democratic
Party. For more than half a century it faced economic problems, caused partly by
the competition it faced. It was sold in 1889, resulting in the abandonment of the
Democratic Party allegiance, and it grew in size and reputation but came to be
known as extremely conservative, Sold again in 1905 to John R. MclLean, the
paper embraced sensationalism and society reporting, and in 1916 Mcl.ean’s son
succeeded to control. In the 1920s the paper lost stature, in part because its
owner, Edward B. (Ned) Mclean, was a close friend of Pres. Warren G. Harding,
whose policies were generally believed to be too much reflected in The Post. Ned
Mcl.ean’s management finally brought the paper from disrepute to bankruptcy,
and in 1933 the financier Eugene Meyer purchased the paper out of receivership.

Meyer began to rebuild The Post’s character, emphasizing a sound and
independent editorial stance and thorough, accurate, and well-written reporting.
The Post became noted for its interpretative reporting, and the cartoons of
Herbert L. Block (Herblock) gave the editorial page a cutting edge, drawing
much applause (mixed with denunciation from Herblock’s targets) and a wide
readership. Meyer turned the paper over to his son-in-law, Philip L. Graham, in
1946 ,and Graham continued to expand and refine it.

The Post bought the Washington Times-Herald in 1954 and closed its former
archconservative rival, acquiring in the process such circulation-building assets as
rights to Drew Person’s Column, “ Washington Merry-Go-Round.” Under
Graham, The Post, staunchly internationalist in outlook and thriving
economically, bought Newsweek magazine in 1961. Graham built up the paper’s
foreign coverage and moved its reportage of the U. S. government consistently
toward excellence. He took his own life in 1963 and was succeeded promptly and
firmly by his wife, Katherine Meyer Graham. Her continuance and amplification
of the progress Philip Graham had made brought The Post new domestic and
international prestige. She moved Ben Bradlee from Newsweek to The Post and
firmly supported her staff in the discovery and disclosure of presidential
complicity in the Watergate Scandal.

(from Britannica)
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3. Los Angeles Times

The Los Angeles Times, morning daily newspaper published in Los Angeles
in the 1960s, began to develop from a regional daily into one of the world’s great
newspapers.

It was established in 1881, and under the ownership of Harrison Gray Otis,
who in 1884 incorporated The Times under a public corporation, The Times
Mirror Company, the paper prospered almost from the start, soon becoming an
important power in conservative politics in California and a major voice in the
southern part of the state. Although its news coverage reflected its political bias,
The Times won widespread respect for its contributions to the development of
southern California and for its technological and other innovations. The Times
launched the United States’ first newspaper-owned radio station in 1922, In 1928
it began to use airplanes to deliver newspapers to other cities.

The Los Angeles Times has been dominated by the Chandler family since
Harry Chandler succeeded his father-in-law, Otis, as publisher in 1917. Norman
Chandler took it over from his father in 1944 ,and in 1960 he resigned as publisher
to devote full attention to the corporation, his son Otis Chandler taking over The
Times.

When Otis Chandler became publisher, the paper’s writing, editing, and
editorial policy underwent a striking metamorphosis. From its traditional
ultraconservative stance, The Times developed into a model of balanced, fair, and
comprehensive journalism. This was accomplished in large part by upgrading and
substantially enlarging its staff, opening new Times bureaus in the United States
and abroad, and developing thorough and unblinking coverage in substantial
depth of important events. The paper also added special sections and modernized
its format to reflect its emerging image as one of the outstanding national
newspapers in the United States.

(from Britannica)

4. The Christian Science Monitor

The Christian Science Monitor , daily newspaper published in Boston under
the auspices of the Church of Christ, Scientist.

It was established in 1908 at the urging of Mary Baker Eddy, founder of the

church, as a protest against the sensationalism of the popular press. The Monitor



