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Preface

This book studies the existential enhanced theme ( EET) construction ( a. k. a. the existential
clause, the existential sentence, or the existential construction) from the Cardiff model of
systemic functional grammar ( the Cardiff Grammar). The main aim of this research is to
examine the construction from the perspective of the Cardiff Grammar and to propose an
alternative systemic functional analysis of this construction in terms of its syntactic and semantic
configuration.

The present study captures the structural characteristics of the construction by arresting the
peculiarities of the elements that comprise the construction. And it shows that the “definite
restriction” on the postverbal nominal group in the construction is a misnomer and the
“Property Predication Restriction” ( PPR) on the element following the nominal group is
equally untenable.

It is proposed that there are at least four types of EET constructions in English. What is
common in the four types of constructions in the thematic strand of meaning is that there is the
“thematic build-up” in the clause-initial position, followed by the ( existential enhanced )
theme enhanced by it. In the representation of the experiential strand of meaning, the
participant role (PR) common in the four constructions is Carrier, and it is the second PR in
each, Location, Attribute, Direction or Possessed, that distinguishes one from another.
Hence, they are termed as the locational, attributive, directional, and possessive EET
construction, respectively. And the syntactic and semantic configuration of the four types of
EET constructions has been analyzed in line with the Cardiff Grammar.

The present research also explores the thematic options in the construction. It is revealed
that besides Simple Carrier, other participant roles such as Agent-Carrier, Affected-Carrier,
Location, Attribute, Possessed, even the Process together with its dependent roles ( Location,
Direction or Affected-Carrier) can also serve as EET. Therefore, Fawcett’s network of EET has
heen expanded considerably to accommodate these options.

The study also probes into the semantics of the verbs in the EET construction. In the light of
Halliday’s seminal idea of treating lexis as “most delicate grammar” and on the basis of
previous classifications of those verbs, it is proposed that the verbs in the construction basically
realize the meanings of “existence” , “occurrence” , “locomotion” , and “possession”. Finer
distinctions of meanings can be identified in each of these meanings, and still finer shades of

meanings may also be recognized in the further differentiated meanings. When no more delicate
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meanings can be identified, the most delicate meaning will be realized by a verb. And
eventually, the verbs that realize the meanings of “existence”, “occurrence”, “locomotion”
and “possession” are organized into a large system network that models these meanings.

The EET construction has also been approached from the discoursal perspective and its
contribution to discourse development has been examined. It is illustrated that besides the
repair function of correction, the EET construction basically serves three broad functions; the
initiation function, the continuation function and the concluding function. The EET
construction can contribute to the initiation of the discourse by introducing a topic, setting the
scene for the upcoming event, and marking the genre of the discourse as well as introducing a
topic at the same time. Within the continuation function, nine sub-components have been
identified. They are the topic-developing function, the topic-shift signaling function, the
instance-highlighting function, the emphatic confirmation function, the listing function, the
reminding function, the suggesting function, the countervailing function, and the evaluative
function. No sub-components are recognized in the concluding function. These discourse
functions are succinctly captured in a taxonomy.

The present research examines the EET construction in a comprehensive and multi-
dimensional way, and a much fuller understanding of the construction will be achieved. Thus,
it is, to some extent, contributory to the existing literature on the construction and to the

construction of the systemic functional grammar at large.
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