BH&H - BRI

WEST FUJIAN ¢ NATIVE PLACE OF HAKKAS
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An old and mysterious river, a great and unique branch of
Han nationolity left us so many dreams and thoughts.The
mountains,gullies,land and pathes outlined a long tortuous history
of Hakkes. ,

"Heroes fought for Central China while the multitude moved
to South China". There were five large migration of Hakkas ancestors
southward in over 1000-year history from Eastern Jin Dynasty to
Qing Dynasty.The Hakkas ancestors migrated with dynastic
changes,so Hakka once meant miseries.After founding of Song
Dynasty by Zhao Kuangyin,Hakka formed an independent branch of
Han nationality refugees from Ningdu and Yudu in Jiangxi Province
moved to Shibi Village of Ninghua in West Fujian by narrow valley
of Wuyi Mountain since the end of Tang Dynasty,then Hakkas
ancestass moved southward because of population growth and food
shortage.

Asithe saying goes, "Water flows eastward,but Tingjiang River
fiowskamth ward." It is that special period of history linked Tingjiang
River wifly Hakkas moved from the Huanghe River valley.Tingjiang
Rivet become the only river linking up the two transfer places of
Hakkas' migration Ninghua in west Fujian and Meizhou in
Guangdong. Therefore refugees turned into Hakkas,and the history
of Hakkas began in this old and mysterious land of West Fujian.
Tingzhou has become the Capital of Hakkas, and Tingjiang River
valley has been regarded as the Holy Land at the bottom of Hakkes’
hearts.

Many historical materials show us that almost every Hakka
family regards earliest ancestor to West Fujian as first ancestor of
South China,and West Fujian as beginning of Hakkas. These historical
records tell us how Hakkas ancestors developed Tingjing River valley
and border areas among Fujian,Guangdong and Jiangxi.

"Where there is the sun,there is Hakka. " Hokkas descendants
have absorbed strong will,self-confidence and initiative from their
ancestors. Now they stride proudly to the world,and became an
outstanding branch of Han nationality whose descendants live in
more than 70 countries and areas.

"All rivers lead to oceans." Tingjiang River is flowing
southward with Hakkas pursuit and dream,from mountains to
oceans,from ancient time to the furture.

Now, this old and mysterious land is full of fresh youth and
vigor. Diligent and bright West Fujian’s people who have carried
anded the good traditions, are managing to build their

town withil nique pioneering and innovation

s West Fujian is opéning its arms and welcoming
heartily the Hakkas at home and abroad for visiting and sightseeing.
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“Who amI? When did I come? Where am I going?Where is
my hometown? " Time and time again, we ask the sky and the
earth these questions.

Every inch of land has its history. Although we can’t see how
our ancestors lived and fired civilization torch,we know that we
are descendants of central Chinese, that this old land is our
common homeland, and this old river is our common mother.

“ Where are Hakkas from?

They are from bank of Huanghe River.

Where do they live?

They live at the foot of mountain.”

No matter where we go,the old ballad above will be lingering
in our mind.just like Tingjiang River’s sound.

Tingjiang River is a witness of Hakka’s history, and it shows
us migration of Hakkas from North to South, from mountains to
oceans.
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Visiting Home Town
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Homesickness
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A Memorial Ceremony for Their Ancestors
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Memorial Archway in Hakkas’Home Town
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West Fujian is home town of Hakkas at home and abroad
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In November 1995, the first world Hakkas Public Memorial Cememony-
the Hakkas Mother River was held in West Fujian.
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Local Conditions and Customs
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West Fujian has beautiful scenery and unique simple life
style.

[f you step into the land with more than 19000 square
km of West Fujian,you will be attracted by Hakka’s colourful
culture and various customs.The diligent and wise Hakkas
achieved brilliant achievment in education,so as all counties of
West Fujian are re¢arded as cultural counties.

The independent Hakka branch with several hundred-year
history has created various culture and unique life style. During
the long distance migration for thousands years.Hakkas not only
reserved excellent cultural tradition of Han nationality,but also
absorbed excellent culture and customs of Yue,She, Yao minorities
to enrich Hakka's culture,and therefore became an important part

of Han nationality’s culture.
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One hundred-meter-long Dragon
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The Lantern Festival in Liancheng County
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Shifan Drum Music, handed down from more than five hundred years ago.
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Hakkas's Folk Music



BEaE WFEF
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Exquisite Festive Lantern of Liancheng County
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New Year's Happiness
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Vivid Changting Boat-shaped Lantern




TEHRH QE A Bride in Bridal Sedan Chair ENMEBESM Local Customin Shanghang, walking on stilts.



