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PREFACE
The establishment of the Chinese Zen as an independent sect came through from Bodhidharma
to Huineng. Huineng founded the Buddhism with Chinese characteristic which influence the

Chinese Buddhism over thousand years, he became the real patriarch of the Chinese Zen. The
quotations of Huineng, namely the Sixth Patriarch's Platform Sutra is one of the comparatively full
theoretic system of the Chinese Zen, it is the only one can be called sutra from the quotations of
Chinese sh The ing out of it indi. the forming of the Chinese Zen in deed. At the same
time, Huineng promoted the Zen he founded and his theory to the people, that brought the new
atmosphere to the Chinese Buddhism, and genius of the Zen came forth in great numbers, like
[flowers vying with each other in beauty, five schools and seven Zens with special characteristics
were developed along the Changjiang River from north to south. To such an extent as to the so
called Zen is all from Cao Xi , its influences go beyond the religion category, and it infiltrates the
philosophy, literature, art, many other fields and every lays of real life. The Chinese Zen founded by
Huineng is almost the pronoun of the Chinese Buddhism, it has the most important infection in
China's religion history and the philosophic thought history.

Mei'an (the Plum Nunnery) is the famous temple in memorial of the Sixth Patriarch of Zen -
Huineng, where he planted the plum trees. The publication of this book is to let readers to come
close to the Sixth Patriarch of Zen, and to understand the Sixth Patriarch of Zen.
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The Sixth Patriarch
of Zen Huineng was an
ideologist who had
important influence in
China's Buddhism his-
tory and a Zen Master
of a new generation.
The common surname
of the Sixth Patriarch -
HuiNeng was Lu, his
father Lu Xingtao, a
native of Fanyang
(now Daxing, Wanping
area of Beijing), who
used to be an official
before. In the 3rd year
of Wude Reign of Tang
Dynasty (620), he was
dismissed from his
official post and ban-
ished to Xinzhou in
Lingnan (now the pres-
ent Xinxing County of
Guangdong).

On the way to Lingnan,
Lu Xingtao experienced
a long and difficult
Jjourney and all kinds of
hardships, he at long
length arrived Xinzhou.
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Lu Xingtao lived by
himself in Xialu Village
at the foot of Longshan
Hill, Xinzhou. Owing to
he was amiable and
easy of approach, he
was soon in harmony
with the villagers.

Although living in a
poor life, Lu Xingtao
was satisfied with this
peaceful life and held
himself aloof from the
world.

There was a doctor in
the neighbor village
called Li Hexiang, he
very much appreciated
Lu Xingtao's human-
ness and literary, he
married his daughter to
Lu Xingtao. On the
wedding day, friends
came congratulating to
them one after another.

Villagers came pre-
senting gifts one after
another and blessed the
new couple would love
each other and live to
ripe old age in conjugal
bliss.
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The couple treated
each other with the
respect due to a guest,
they cared for each other.
The life was hard, but
they had love to accom-
pany, they were happy. A
blemish in an otherwise
perfect thing was that Li's
(Lu's wife) was in preg-
nant only 10 years after
the marriage. Somehow,
the pregnancy of Li's was
as long as 6 years.

At the period of the
day from 11 pm to 1 am in
the 12th year of
Zhen'guan Reign of Tang
Dynasty (638), Chinese
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Lunar February 8th, Lu's ¢ £y LR E T
wife at long length gave . v, g o -
birth to a boy. According < ; bS +E"‘m§ ’

to the legend, when the § : THEALMTA
baby was born, the lucky 7
cloud appeared in the sky,
the sky just as daylight,
and very fragrant.
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In dawn time, two
dignitaries of Puji Temple
from Jivhua Mountain
dropped in.

The two dignitaries
came to name the newly
born baby especially for
Mr. & Mrs. Lu Xingtao.

The two dignitaries
named the baby as

“ Huineng” ., and
explained that “ Hui”
meant kindheartedness
and benefaction which
could benefit and aid all
flesh; “ Neng” meant
that he could open the
gateway of Buddhism to
deliver all living crea-
tures from torment.
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When Huineng was 3
years old, his father
broke down from con-
stant overwork, before
his life came to a close, he
over and over exhorted
Li's to bring-up Huineng.

Lu Xingtao died, the
mother and the son were
deeply grieved.

In front of the tomb of e b)) ~
his deceased father, the ~
little Huineng already 7 w J

intelligently comfort his N o s~
mother. il




BF = A&
A, 2R )4
JRERE, EIERA

NERER BIREE
HRFE575), BA
R g, (S
N RER S RS

WA,
2 K RE 2R R
RE. NEEM
®, N—%.

The mother and the
son depended on each
other for survival, Li's
brought-up Huineng by
herself, the life was very
hard.

Seeing his mother
worked very hard in day
time, and still had to do
needlework at night,
Huineng emulative
helped his mother to get
over the difficulty.

Due to inadequate
Sfoodstuffs, Li's had to
take other grains instead.
They were often full for
one time and starved for
another time.
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The poor child shall
always keep house early.
When Huineng was 14
years old, he picked up
his knife and followed the
adults of the village to
chop woods from
Longshan Hill.

In order to earn some
money to help the family,
Huineng went to chop
woods in the hill from
dawn to dusk and sold to
the town.

Villagers found that
the little Huineng already
went shares the heaviness
and hardships of life for
his mother with his own
childish shoulders. They
all praised that Huineng
was intelligent.

Li's was also gratified
with Huineng's intelli-
gence and fealty.
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When in the year
Huineng was 24 years old
(about 661), one day
when he went to sell
firewood in the town, he
went past the Jintai
Temple, suddenly the
sound of reciting the
sutra went pass by.

As soon as Huineng
heard the sound, he sud-
den opened his hear.

Some one was recit-
ing The Diamond Sutra,
although Huineng did not
know his ABC, he seemed
to realize the meaning of
the sutra.
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Huineng felt very
curious, he asked about
it from the monks with
the utmost deference.

After enquiry,Huineng
knew that the Diamond
Sutra was learnt from the
Fifth Patriarch of Zen
Hongren of Dongchan
Temple, Huangmei,
Hubei.

5 An idea to go to learn
Buddhism from
Dongchan Temple
sprouted in Huineng's
mind.
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Firstly, Huineng wor-
ried that his mother
wouldn't agree with his
going far away from
home by himself.

Secondly, he worried
that his family was too
poor that he could not
have money to arrange
his mother's life.

One called An
Daocheng found that
Huineng wanted to learn
Buddhism in earnest, he
generously sponsored
one hundred liang of
silver to Huineng.

The abbot of Jintai
Temple Jikong sup-
ported Huineng's going
to Huangmei to learn
Buddhism form the Fifth
Patriarch of Zen
Hongren.
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As Huineng went
back home, he saw his
uncle come visiting, he
then exposed his idea to
become a monk to learn
Buddhism to his uncle
and his mother.

Huineng's uncle did
not want Huineng leave
his mother to become a
monk to learn Buddhism.
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Huineng's uncle did
not support Huineng's
leaving home to learn
Buddhism, he thought up
an idea trying to make
Huineng shrink back
from difficulties.

Although several top-
ics being made, Huineng
could not be stumped yet.
Huineng's uncle felt very
embarrassed not having
stumped Huineng.

Huineng's uncle
thought out another
difficult problem, he
demanded Huineng that
if he could warship open
the giant stone in front of
the village then he could
be allowed to go to learn
Buddhism.
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On hearing that the
villagers came to watch
the fun one after another,
they were all keyed up
personally for Huineng.

Huineng did not shrink
back for difficulties; he
believed that he would
succeed with his sincerity.

Huineng sincerely wor-
shiped the stone on his
bended knees day and
night for several days.
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