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Chapter
‘Academic Writing

Learning Objectives

1. To learn the definition of academic writing;
2. To learn different categories of academic writing and academic articles;
3. To learn the purposes of academic writing.
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What Is Academic Writing

Academic writing is for the purposes of scholarly communication and academic
information dissemination. This kind of writing is usually in an impersonal and dispassionate
tone, targeted for a critical and informed audience, based on closely investigated knowledge,
and intended to reinforce or challenge concepts or arguments. It usually circulates within the
academic world (the academy), but the academic writer may also find an audience outside
via journalism, speeches, pamphlets, etc. Typically, academic writing has an objective stance,
clearly states the significance of the topic, and is organized with adequate details so that other

scholars may try to replicate the results.

: .; Different Cd;regories of Academic

Writing

According to different forms, lengths, contents, and focuses, academic writing can be

broadly categorized as the following.

1,2.1 Academic Articles

This form of academic writing is, for most of the time, also termed as research paper.
It is an academic work with the length of usually more than 6,000 words, but normally less
than 20,000 words. It focuses on a particular problem in a limited research area and aims to
tentatively solve the problem through the means of experiment and discussion. It intends to
be published in an academic journal. It contains original research results or reviews existing
results. Such a paper will only be considered valid if it undergoes a process of peer review by one
or more referees (who are academics in the same field) who check that the content of the paper
is suitable for publication in the journal. Since the primary task for most of the postgraduates is to

publish academic articles, the academic writing in this book mainly refers to academic articles.

1.2.2 Academic Books

Books come in all shapes and sizes, and they serve different purposes. Academic books
may include the following subcategories: the popular science book, the edited collection of
previously published papers written by the same author, the edited collection of previously

published papers written by different authors, the edited collection of original chapters written



