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Preface

Russian-American writer Vladimir Vladimirovich Nabokov ( Brnagumup
Bnagumuposunu HaGokos, 1899—1977) is one of the most influential bilingual writers of
the 20th century. From the perspective of semiotics, regardless of the perspective of
interpretation. it is impossible to explore the full meaning of Nabokov’s works as with
any other classics. Semiotics assists literature studies. It changes the way of research
on literary works which focuses solely on the induction of themes and the refinement
of artistic features. In this respect, a literary text is regarded as an unlimited inter-
pretable artistic space. The task of literary criticism and research is to continuously
explore new spaces for interpretation. To a great extent, it dispels the “obscurity” of
literary texts’ interpretation and expands the interpretation of literary texts as a typi-
cal cultural symbol system.

Like Nabokov, the famous literary theorist and semiotician Mikhail Mikhilovich
Bakhtin (Muxaun Muxaitiosuu BaxTtun, 1895-—1975) works intensively on text analy-
sis, artistic perception and aesthetic feeling. Focusing on dialogism and carnivalism,
with an open, conversational and extensive historical and cultural angle of analysis
and strategy of research, Bakhtin’s cultural semiotic theory exerts a profound influ-
ence on semiotics, contemporary literary criticism and the development of modern hu-
manities. Bakhtin’s cultural semiotic theory provides the theoretical basis and method-
ological support for the interpretation of literary classics, especially the creation of
intercultural bilingual writers such as Nabokov.

This book mainly selects Nabokov’s The Defense, The Original of Laura . Invita-
tion to a Beheading , Lectures on Literature and etc. to explore the extensive and pro-
found intersubjectivity, dialogism and carnivalism in Nabokov’s literary creation from
the perspective of Bakhtin’s cultural semiotics. Nabokov’s novels contain not only two
kinds of disputing double-voicedness of the protagonists themselves, but also a dia-

logue between the protagonists, the author and the readers. At the same time, in pur-
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and Bakhtin. This book reveals their shared values in artistic claims, aesthetic strate-
gies and explores the similarities in their metaphysical pursuit, in order to integrate
Bakhtin’s theory construction with Nabokov’s litcrary practice. This will not only
deepen the comprehensive understanding of Bakhtin’s cultural semiotics theory, but
also expand the diverse interpretation of Nabokov’s texts and artistic ideas. This
book, with all its effort, tries to explore a cultural semiotic interpretation of literary

classics for the future development of literary criticism in China.
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