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LESSON ONE

Communicative Functions

Announcing news; expressing strong emotions: pleasure, con-

gratulations and surprise

a. Congratulations!
(Harding Coleman, an American teacher, intends to. apply

for a place at a university back at home. Later he reveals

a piece of good news to Huang.)

Coleman:
Huang:
Coleman:
Huang:
Coleman:

Huang:
Coleman:

Good morning, Huang.

Good morning, Harding.'

I was wondering if I could ask you to do me a favour.
Sure, what is it? I will certainly help if I can.

As the academic year is soon coming to anend I've
begun to think about what I will be doing next year.
One of my options is to return to the States to pick up
my teaching career there, Another isto apply fora
place in one of the graduate schools there to study
for a doctorate degree,

I see. _

So I've begun to make applitations to various
schools and universities either for teaching or
research. However, they feel that it would be
advisable for me to have areference from this
University, ’



Huang:

Coleman:
Huang:

Colemané

Huang:
Coleman:
Coleman:
Huang:
Coleman:

Huang:
Coleman:

Well, this scems to be the usual practice in any coun-
tries. It is also common here in China. - A letter
of reference in this case would likely give a descrip-
tion of the responsibilities of the person being referred
to in the department concerned, and perhaps some
comments as to the quality of his performance,
Exactly. That’s just what I need.

OK. That’ll be no problem. In fact I'll be glad to
do it. But when do you need it?

I’lt be very appreciative if you can have it ready by the
end of the month with some extra copies. Hereare a
couple of stamped addressed envelopes. I hope this
is not too great an inconvenience for you.

No, by no means. I’ll make sure to post them before
the month ends.

Thank you again for doing this for me.

Hello, Huang. Can you spare me just a few minutes?
I'm sorry, I'm busy. But if you could come back
this afternoon, any time will do.

Look, Huang. I don’t know how to put it; but
it’s rather urgent! Could you possibly...?

OK. But only ten minutes, all right?

Thank you .... Well, to cu{ a long story short, I
assume you remember writing those letters of reference
for me about a month ago. Ever since, I’'ve been
expecting. replies from the institutions I applied to.
Now, word’s come from Harvard University that I



Huang:

Coleman:

Huang:
Coleman:

Huang:

Coleman:

Huang:
Coleman:

Huang:

must go back to the States for an interview with
them, v

Oh, that’s good news! My congratulations! Well,
what can I do for you?

I'd like to ask for permission for a short leave of a
week, for the interview, you know, It matters a great
deal to me. If I can make a good impression on
them and satisfy them, I may be granted a fellowship
which would cover my tuition and fees, books, living
expenses and everything,

I can see how much it means to you, but....

I understand what you mean. I'll make sure the
students won’t lose anything on account of my ab-
sence. As a matter of fact I'm planning to give
some extra lessons before I leave so that they won’t
miss anything, ; '

I'm glad to hear that. You should know that one
of my responsibilities is to see that every course is
completed according to the teaching plan in terms of
subject matter and time.

I will check up the student’s schedule and make
arrangements to compensate for the classes I’ll
miss in their free time,

Fine, that’ll be fair to" both you and the students.
I think that settles it then, doesn’t it?

Yes, I'm very happy about it, but I'm sorry about the
inconvenience I may be causing you and the students,
It’s all right. Let me congratulate you then and wish
you a pleasant journey and every success in your inter-

e« 3 .



