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A WORD FROM THE “POLISHER”
—— Marcia Marks

The need for a.clear. concise English-English dic-
tionary for learners of any age has never been greater. As
English becomes the universal language in fields of
science, trade, diplomacy, culture, sports—in all fields—
a good dictionary has become an essential tool and com-
panion. Many dictionaries, however, fall short of fulfill-
ing their purpose, providing scanty and confusing defini-
tions or simply lists of words with no indication of how
they differ in shading of meaning and application. The
user, unsure of what word to choose, is likely to pick the
first word listed, only to find out later, perhaps, that it
was inappropriate for the occasion.

The advantage of this dictionary is that it not only
gives full sentences to define words, but provides ample
examples of correct usage. The examples often go beyond
the simple definition, broadening the scope of meaning for
the dictionary’s user and showing clearly how the word
can be correctly applied to a variety of situations or in dif-
ferent grammatical constructions.

The developers of the dictionary started with middle-
school students in mind, intending to fill a long-neglected
gap in dictionaries appropriate for that level of students
and to help cultivate the habit of learning English through
English at an early stage, but as they proceeded, they
realized the value of such a dictionary for learners of any
age at every level. Consequently, their word list and defi-
nitions greatly expanded beyond the bounds of the middle-
school curriculum to take in the needs of modern society.

Besides definitions the dictionary gives pronuncia-
tion, syllabication and, when appropriate, both British
and American spellings.

I heartily recommend it to anyone interested in the
English language.
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HOW TO USE THE DICTIONARY
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mine'. .. pron . Mine is the possessive form of L.

mine’. .. n. A mine is a large hole dug in the earth
in order to get things such as coal, salt... .

im+port’ /im'po:it/v. ... .

im-port’ /'impo:it/ m. ...

41717 H ﬁﬂ?ﬁﬁkﬁﬁﬁxf iR B E T ULEH,

MRFHEEIR] . JFmES. 0.
foot ... (pl. feet /fi:t/)

Ms., Ms... (pl. Mss.)

AR H A& s, RE AR TFLUAERA, HE
FHAE R, FHmES. .

make ... (made /meid/, made) ...

think ... (thought /6>:t/, thought) ...
KRB B R RR. RS R Tk, &
FEETREN . AR, FNES. 0.
good ... (better /'beta/, best /best/) ...

bad ... (worse /was/., worst /wasst/) ...
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au-to-mo-hile /'5:tomabi:l; o:toma'bi:l/

dy-nas-ty /'dinasti; 'dainasti/
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a+ban-<don ... (U To abandon means to give up.

. @ If you abandon a plan, an activity, a piece

of work, you do not finish it. ... & If you aban-
don something, you leave it behind. ... @ ...

Zimttial, EARFEMERT. H L I I SR, 1
L, 100 % R EARENR, itk 10 n. . adj. %.
RAHKER], 0.
in-flusence ... I n. Influence is the power of per-
sons or things acting on others. II v. To influence
is to effect other people or things.
BXHHATENEGER. HREHEE. £8D
W5, REBFESLEAFIA . LUEIUE & X0 E K
Pri& 5 SR E PR M. #la A RHEER . 0
in-stance ... n. An instance is an example. There

are many instances of bad management.
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co‘lour ... n. ... co*lour-ful adj. co-lour-ful :ly
adv. co-lour-ful *ness n.
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. 0 look after A look ja] 2% P4 ; as fast as A fast [i] 5
N ; take place A place & N%.
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aux. v.
adj.
pron.
ady.
num.
prep.
interj.
art.
indef. art.

pl.
Am. E.

Br. E.
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A LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS
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noun
verb

auxiliary verb
adjective
pronoun

adverb

numeral
preposition
interjection
article

indefinite article
plural
American
lish
British English

French word

Eng-
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A GUIDE TO PRONUNCIATION
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a /e1/ pay; page; plate; late
a [/ bag; cat; fat; bad
e /1./ be; Chinese
¢ /e/ red; let; yes; yet
i /ai/ like; rice; white; write
i /1/ it; with; pit )
0 /au/ no; go; hole;‘T\ope
0 /2/ dog; hot; lot; pot
u /ui/ June; blue; rule; ruler
u /A/ cut; but; hut; much
/u/ put; pull; push
YougF s Wk AT AR
y /3/ yet; yes
/1/ system, typical
/ai/ my; fly; by; reply
/i/  country, victory
2. REERNTRLESBER
LEER TTETFERFEHEE HiF
i/ ¢ even
ee jeep; sheep; week;
. meet
ea meat; read; lead;
please
ie piece; field; yield
eo people
ei receive



/1/

/e/

/ae/
/a:/

/>/
fa:/

/u/

/u:/

/a/

/a:/

ay
ey
i; y; ui; e

0; a
aw; or; ore; al; au;
oar;

ough; augh;

oor; our

00; u; o; oul

00; WO; Oup; ue; o0;

ew; oeu; ough

us; 0; ou; 00

ear

ir

ur

er

or

machine

quay

key

easy; city; this; busy
build; English

bed; desk

bread; head; ready;
heavy

leopard

add; map; plaid
father; cart; heart;
sergeant; calm; aunt

hot; clock; waddle

saw; shore; walk;
author; north; force;
short; port; warm;
fought; board; door;

taught; pour

look; book; put;
wolf ; should
looses noodle; twos;

soup; blue; through;

move; grews;
manoeuvre

custom; Ssun; Son;
flood

earth; earl; pearl
shirt; skirt; birth;
first

turn; burn; return
term; Serve; service;
servant

work; word; world;

worse



/a/

/ei/

/ai/

/au/

/au/
/oi/
/ia/
/ea/
/2a/

/ua/
/ju:/

3. =
HESW
/p/

/b/

e€r; or
a; i; 0O; u
ai; ei;

a; ay; €y;

eigh; ea

i; y; ei; ai; eigh; igh

0; OW; O€; ew; o0a;
ou; ow; eau; ough

ou; ow; ough

0y; oi; uoy

ear; ere; eer; eir

air; eir; ere; are;
ear

0o0r; our; ore

oor; ure

you; u; ew; iew; ue;

eu; eau; eue

BT ER
P; PP
b; bb

sister; worker; actor
about; China; possi-
ble; gallop; circus

name;

way; pay;

rain; rein; obey;

eight; break

side; ice; fly; either;

aisle; height; light;
tight

note; low; tow;
sew; snow; soul;
bowl; beau; omit;
coat; goat; though;
although

round; out; how;
bough

boy; coin; noisy;
buoy

ear; hear; here;
deer; weird

hair; where; their;

dare; pear
door, more; pour

poOOr ; sure; pure;

youth; use; view;
cue; feud; beauty;
queue
Bl
pen; pepper; lip:
speak

baby; cab; hobby



/t/
/d/

/k/

/9/
/m/

/n/

/n/
/1/
/f/
/v/
/8/
/8/
/s/

fzif

t; tt; th; ed

d, dd; id; ed

k; ¢; cc; ch; ck;

cq; qu; que

g; gg; gh; gu; gue
m; mb; mm; mn

n; gn; kn; nn; pn

n; ing; ngue

1; 11

f; ff; ph; gh

v; f; ph

th

th

S; C; Ce€; SC; S

Z; S; ZZ; S5;X

talked ;
button; Thames
desk; did;
ladder

cook; kick; car,

time;

handed ;

account; acquaint ;
character; liquor;
picturesque

go; big; egg; ghost;
guard; vague

him; bomb;
hammer; hymn
nine; own; knife;
gnaw ;

pneumonia; runner
ink; English; sing;
tongue

little; lily; world;
tall

fifty; five; cuff;
photo; cough

very; wsivid; of;
Stephen

thin; three; tooth;
truth

then; this; with;
bathe

SIX 3 source; city;
scene; loss

Zero; zone; was;
drizzle ;scissors;

xenophobe
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/]/ sh; ce; ch; s; ci; ti; shoe; ship; ocean;
si; sci; Ss machine; sugar;

social; portion;
pension; conscience ;
mission

/3/ s; si; ge; z pleasure; vision;
rouge; azure

frf r; rh; rr; wr right; radio;
rhythm; parrot;

wrong
/h/ h, who hat; ahead; who
/tf/ ch, tch, t; ti; te church; catch;
future; question;
righteous
/d3/ j; dge; g; ch; di join; judge; gem;
sandwich; soldier
/tr/ tr train, truck, try
/dr/ dr dry; draw; drink
/w/ W, u; oi we; well; quiet;
choir
/hw/ wh wheat; when
/y/ y; 15 yes; yet; union;

hallelujah
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PUNCTUATION MARKS
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period (or full stop)
comma

semicolon

colon

question mark
exclamation mark
(double) quotation
marks

single quotation marks
dash

hyphen

apostrophe

elipsis

parenthesis

square brackets
angle brackets

slant

arrow

Gk
g5
im=)
R
1R=7
RN 5
5|5

5|5
s
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