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Breaking the law.

Infroduction

Most Americans never have any contact with the police except for traffic viola-
tions. However, when other Americans break the law, they are supposed to be
guaranteed a fair trial. If it is a serious crime, a jury will conclude the defen-

dant’s guilt or innocence.
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Sample Sentences
1. He committed a serious crime.

ftbil 7T E 3R,
2. STOP THIEF!
HE !
3. He was found guilty after so many years.
L X AZF G AR
4. Do you think T would break the law? Absolutely not! I'm very lawful.
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WA RHRESILEL? MRAL! REBEFEFIER.
5. Call the police!
T3]

= AN
6. How much crime is there in Baltimore?
EURMERILIRRA ZET?
7. 1t’s against the law to let the dog run around the street.
1A ERT ERAL PR SR
8. I live on the ninth floor. I’m not afraid of burglars breaking into my win-
dow.
A, RAHLEGTHENRE D E A
9. He is not a legal resident yet.
s AR EHENER,
10. Maybe we need consult an immigration lawyer.

WIFRAFTER D BREME A —T.

Conversations

1. Injustice.

Gina:  Can you believe the headlines?

Harold: What are you reading?

Gina: I'm reading about Michael Milliken, the Bond' King.

Harold: Didn’t he sell worthless stocks’ to people or something? He got ar-
rested’ for that, didn’t he?

Gina: He got arrested all right.



Harold: If I remember, he got off with a light sentence’. Something like
three years in a minimum — security prison.

Gina:  Yup, that’s him. He made millions of dollars selling bonds to peo-
ple and ended up with a pile of cash when they became useless.

Harold: T think the government fined him a small amount, and he kept the
rest in his foreign bank accounts. He’s still a millionaire.

Gina: That’s the kind of thing in America that gets me mad. Some guy
pulls off a stock scheme’ and makes millions while spending the
bare minimum sentence in jail .

Harold: I know. And some poor guy that robs a liquor store makes $ 500 at
most and ends up in jail for five to ten years.

Gina:  Yup, you got it. Criminals in America do a lot better if they’re
white — collar thieves.

Harold: So what’s Michael Milliken up to these days?

Gina: He’s giving lectures on business at colleges.
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2. A pyramid scheme.

Val: Hey, look at the offer I got in my e — mail. It says that I can get rich
quickly while working at home!

Peter: Do you also believe in Santa Claus and the Tooth Fairy?

Val:  What do you mean?

Peter: I mean that you’re gullible’. You shouldn’t believe everything you
read, especially on the Internet.

Val:  But it seems like a good idea. All I have to do is first send some
money to the person who sent me the letter. After that he 1l tell me
how to earn much more money.

Peter: Sounds like a pyramid scheme. Have you heard of those before?
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Val:  Pyramid scheme? What is that?
Peter: It’s ascam’ that’s based on a hierarchy®, like a pyramid. The per-
son at the top asks the people below him for money, and then tells
them to go and ask other people for money while sending some of it
back to him.
Val:  Sounds good to me. The guy at the top gets money and so do the peo-
ple below him.
Peter: Not exactly. The scam keeps on going, with the people at the bottom
paying more and more money until they reach the very bottom.
Val:  What happens then?
Peter: Nothing. The people at the bottom give their money to the people
above them, and they get nothing. They end up losing. That’s why
it’s a scam.
Val: Isee. I guess I should be more careful about what I read, especially
on the Internet where you have no idea who anybody is.
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3. Clever thieves.

Harry: So Kim, have you ever had anything stolen?

Kim: Stolen? No, why?

Harry: My uncle just had his motorcycle stolen a few nights ago. I was just
thinking about how clever criminals’ are these days.

Kim: Criminals are clever? They’re only successful when people are care-
less.

Harry: I don’t know. The ones who stole my uncle’ s motorcycle were pretty
good.
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Kim: If your uncle had an alarm system'®, then it wouldn’t have hap-
pened.

Harry: He did. It was one of the best ones available. But that didn’t stop
them from disabling'’' it. And on a crowded street too.

Kim: Didn’t anyone stop them?

Harry: You would think that people would be smart enough to stop something
like that. No one knew his motorcycle was being stolen. The thieves
came in a truck and convinced everybody that my uncle was parked
illegally and they were there to tow'” it away.

Kim: Wow, they were good. I guess criminals aren’t that dumb'® after all.

Harry: That’s not the end. They were so good that they convinced a by-

) stander' to help them lift the motorcycle and put it in the truck.
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4. Getting a ticket.

Policeman:;

Bob:

Policeman ;

Bob:

Policeman :

Bob:

Policeman ;

Bob:

Policeman :

Bob:

Policeman ;

Sir, may I please see your license and registration”? Do you
know how fast you were going?

No, I’m not sure. I think about 65 mph, right?

You’ re not sure? You were going at 90 miles per hour! That’s
25 mph over the legal speed limit'®! Have you been drinking?
No, Officer, not at all. .
Then how can you explain your behavior?

Well, I guess I just wasn’t paying attention to the speedome-
ter'’ .

Not paying attention to the speedometer? Why not?

Um, because I was busy talking to my friend.

On a cell phone?

Yes, I was using a cell phone. I just bought it, so I decided to
give my friend a phone call to tell him about it. While I did that
I also turned on the radio and was listening to one of my favorite
songs, and eating some food I had bought at a fast food restau-
rant, and, um...... guess I had too many distractions'® .

That’ s definitely true. I’ m going to have to give you a ticket.



Please remember to drive more carefully next time.
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Words and Expressions

1. bond [bond] fiiZF; A5
2. stock [stok] 2L, Bty
3. arrest [o'rest] ;1



4. light sentence 52|

5. scheme [skim] ¥fEit, BHiE; 141

6. gullible ['galib(a)l] %3251

7. scam |[skem] %%k ; FHiK

8. hierarchy [ 'haioracki | 4% il

9. criminal [ 'kriminl ] JE4Q

10. alarm system [ o'laxm'sistom] % R 40
11. disable [dis'eibl] fili2k ZHE 17, flifhi5k

12. tow [tou] #i,$7 ;45|

13. dumb [dam] WEFY), ARESEIE Y

14. bystander [ 'baisteends(r)] 25 #&

15. registration [ redsis'treifon] Zic, W, HS
16. legal speed limit ;& i %

17. speedometer [ spi'domito] i it ; B AL
18. distraction [dis'trakfon] 430, T4 ; HLL

About society.

KTz

1 Introduction
A Some people find it’ s very meaningful to be kind to the young and care
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for the old. America is a wealthy nation, but it has many problems like
poverty and loneliness. So, many people volunteer their time to help
teach poor children, or they visit elderly people who are lonely.

—SE AR HEEDWNA T RERNERNER EEBA
RZF55 MM SR8, Frih, 72 A B B4 DR S B 2
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In many western nations, people are concerned about others who drink or
smoke too much. And drugs are a problem that people openly discuss.
FE VP2, ARSI SR 2 A . 3 8]
MEANTATFRIEH — 15,

Pregnancy can be an issue that causes arguments in America. Pregnancy,
abortion, and birth control, are topics that people do not agree on.

FERE, MR LGRS RIS, TR EhL Rk
TR XL, AR AR E R

It is a common tradition for some Westerners to donate money to charities
that help to solve problems such as poverty, disease, and intolerance.
ARG EEI LT B MRAR T BT IE R L LR A
R X — 2P U7 AT M — MR 5

~ The suburbs are popular because people enjoy more space for their homes

and the crime rate is usually lower.
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2 Sample Sentences

1.

Do you prefer the city or the country?
WERE Tk ES 7 '

. Watch your diet.

EEWHE,

. You have lost some weight. / You have come off some weight.

BT —2,

. At an early age, I found that positive relationships with elderly, in-

firmed, and disabled people, were personally fulfilling.
AR R ZBMEL N AKIH A REANBRBHARLIRS A

. I have the power to change my body and my health, yet I can’t seem to

get the job done.
A RES7 TR B AR 0 R BR | (ER FE 0L F = A B X 5
E o

. I think that once you become accustomed to life in a place like New York

State, New England, or Minnesota, you would be happy to live there.
A — BRI T ZEBR AL LM BT e 2= (3 B AR LS M B0 B
FR) B W] JE 5k X R R 3l 5 A 3 AR AR e AR LAY o

. Carl was very supportive of your right to be an individual.

Carl TRSCHFIRAE R NHIAUTT o
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8. He seems very respectful of people of different backgrounds.
B ERBEERAAREAETRBIA.
9. How would you react if your friend wanted an abortion?
USRI IR AR U™ B IR A A ALY
10. I haven’t had a personal experience with abortion other than knowing

someone who had one.

B TINR— D AT 2 5, A N ARG Tt i

Conversations

1. Dieting.

George: Do you hear what happened to Sally?
Joanne: No, what?

George: She had to go to the hospital .

Joanne: Why?
George: She passed out' in class. Seems she hadn’t eaten anything in
days.

Joanne: Why on earth would she do that? You mean that she intentionally2
did not eat any food for days? That’s crazy!

George: Yeah, but that’s what she did.

Joanne: I can’t believe that there are girls who are willing to do that to their
bodies. And all for a certain look.

George: Well, it’s not just the girl’s fault. It’s also society’s fault —
magazines and ads that show wafer’ — thin models all saying “Tt’s
in to be thin”. It’s hard for them not to listen.

+ 13 -
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Joanne: True, but there are limits. Being thin is one thing; starving oneself
to death is another. No one forces them to do this.
George: I know that, but sometimes it’s hard to make the right decision.
And besides, anorexia® is a psychological’ problem as well.
Anorexics never think that they are thin enough, and they keep
pushing themselves.
Joanne: Well, they should do more to tone down® those messages and try to
promote a healthier body image. It really hurts girls if they grow up
thinking they’re always too fat.
George: [ agree.
[#32]
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