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Lesson

Reading and Oral Practice: Space Travel (Part 1)

Listen-and repeat. Then answer the questions.

Only five hundred years ago, the oceans were the limits of people’s knowledge of
the world in which they lived. They were afraid to sail out into the oceans because
no one knew what might be waiting for them there; the shore was the edge of the
world, many people believed. The Portuguese navigators who began to break
through this darkness stayed within sight of the coasts as they discovered the sea
route around Africa. Then, in 1492, Christopher Columbus sailed directly across
the Atlantic. He thought he had reached India, but he had really discovered the
American continents. From that time on, other navigators explored the continents
and islands in the unknown seas until those lands had become familiar parts of the
world. Routes of travel and commerce spread out across the oceans to bring the
whole world together. The oceans have come to seem small now that a commercial
jet plane takes only a few hours to cross the Atlantic.




. How did people feel about the oceans five hundred years ago?
. What did the Portuguese navigators do?

What happened in 1492?

What did Columbus think? What had he really done?

What did other navigators do from that time on?

What brought the whole world together?

Why do the oceans seem small now?

NOC R WN -

There were already people living in the world that Columbus discovered. They
had probably passed over the Arctic bridge of land and ice from Asia many
thousands of years before. After Columbus, Europeans began to colonize the New
World even while they were still exploring it. In spite of the difficulties that the
early colonists encountered, the New World turned out to be a good home for
them. In a short time, it really became just another part of our one world.

8. How had people probably come to the New World before Columbus?
9. What did Europeans do after Columbus?

10. What did the New World turn out to be?

11. What did it become in a short time?

In our own time, we have begun to explore another limit of humanity’s
knowledge. Beyond our world lies space. We have now made our first voyages into
this new “ocean,” which is so large that we cannot really measure it, as we can the
ocean that Columbus crossed. People have walked on the moon, the nearest object
in space to our own earth. Exploration of both the nearer and farther planets has
begun as well. Instruments carried on these space voyages have sent back useful
information about these planets. The use of space has already begun;
communications and weather satellites now orbit the earth.

12. What has begun in our own time?

13. How large is the “ocean”of space?

14. Have people walked on the moon?

15. What else has begun?

16. What have instruments carried on space voyages sent back?
17. What is the first use of space?



Are we at the beginning of another Age of Exploration? Perhaps even more
important, are we at the beginning of another Age of Colonization? As the
population of the world increases toward the point where the earth can no longer
support all the people crowded on it, the second question has become urgent. Will
we discover a new world, as Columbus did, on which human life will be possible?
At this point in the space age, no one can really answer these questions. We can
say, however, that we will not see tomorrow the kind of space travel that science
fiction and the movies have shown. It will be a long time before we have flights
that run on regular schedules to human colonies on the moon or one of the
planets. We are not even going to be able to take immediate advantage of the
minerals that we may find on the planets in our own solar system.

18. What periods may be beginning?

19. Why is the question about another Age of Colonization urgent?
20. What can we say about space travel?

21. What will take a long time?

22. What are we not going to be able to take advantage of now?

Great problems must be solved before we can send colonists out into space.
The distances that must be covered and the time it takes to cover them can
hardly be imagined. There are also dangers that we still do not really understand—
from radiation, for example, or from pieces of matter out in space, or from
contamination from forms of life that might exist there. There is also the need for
humans to take their own environment into space with them. So far no “island”
has been discovered in space on which peopl€ can exist without systems that
support life, and these systems must accompany any future space travelers. Finally,
on the most practical level, there is the enormous expense involved in space
exploration. The American and Soviet governments have already spent billions of
dollars for projects from which they can receive a return only in knowledge.

23. What is one problem about travel in space?

24. What kind of dangers may exist?

25. What do humans need to take into space with them?

26, What has not yet been discovered in space?

27. What is a practical problem for space travel?

28. What have the American and Soviet governments already done? .




Many similar dangers were met and overcome during the centuries when
humanity was exploring and colonizing the new continents. In the tiny ships of
the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, the distances seemed enormous. Columbus’s
crew almost made him turn back on his first voyage even though he was especially
fucky in the weather that he encountered, the route that he chose, and the time
that the voyage took. Ferdinand Magellan, James Cook, and many others were
killed by the people who lived in the lands that they explored. And still more
disappeared forever in storms at sea. Diseases were carried from one part of the
world to another; sometimes they killed off whole groups of people in places
where those diseases had never been known before.

29. To what are the dangers of space travel similar?

30. How did distances from continent to continent seem in the fifteenth and
sixteenth centuries?

31. What almost happened to Columbus on his first voyage?

32. How was he especially lucky?

33. What happened to Ferdinand Magellan and James Cook?

34. What happened to still others?

35. Why were diseases a special danger?

In spite of all these dangers, the exploration and colonization went on. Perhaps
the most important reason was the great financial advantage to the Old World as a
result of these early voyages. The Portuguese opened up a sea route to India and
the Indies—the islands of modern Indonesia. They were able to bring back at least
some of their ships with loads of spices, and spices were among the most valuable
articles of commerce in that age. In the Americas, the Spanish conquered the
civilizations of Mexico and Peru, which then sent gold and silver to Europe. The
English and French received a financial return from the rich fishing in the North
Atlantic off the coasts of Canada and New England.

36. What was the reason that the exploration and colonization went on in spite of
all the dangers at that time?

37. What did the Portuguese open up?

38. What were they able to bring back? Why was this an advantage to them?

39. What did the Spanish do in the Americas?

40. What were the English and the French able to do?
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New Words and Expressions

accompany [ o'kamponi] v. Bl BE %

advéntage [ad'ventid3;ad'vantidz] n. R, £ 4k

century ['sentfori;'sentfuri] n. 43

civilization [isivala'zefon;sivilai'zeifon] n. 3L HH

colonist ['kalanist;'kolonist] n. B R ¥+ X #

colonization [/kalana'ze[an; kolenai'zeifon] n. FHMEH MR
colonize ['kalainaiz;'kolonaiz] v. FFiHE B#F

colony ['kaleni;'koloni] n. TR H#

commerce ['kamars;ka'mens] n. |5

conquer ['kapkar;'kogke] v. &G4, 5B RHE
contamination [ kontaema'neifon;kon teemi'neifon] n. 5§t
continent [ 'kantanant;'kontinant | n. X

cross [kros] v. M

darkness ['darknis;'da:knis | n. B

disappear [ disa'pior;disa'pia] v. H %

disease [di'ziz;di'zi:iz] n. &5



earth [ar0;2:0] n. T3

encounter [in'kauntar;in'kaunto ] v. @R
enormous [i'normas;i'noimoas] a. XK, E XK
environment [in'vairanmant ;in'vaisarenment ] n. ¥
exploration [iekspla'refon;ieksplo'reifon] n. %,
explore [ik'splor;iks'plo:]v. F&,.F

fishing ['fifin] »n. $96

flight [flait] ». ®f7

forever [fa'revar;fa'reva] ad. XKiE

gold [gold;gould] n. % F

human ['hyumon;'hjuman] n. A, A%

humanity [hyu:'manati;hju(:)'meniti] n. A4
immediate [i'midiit;i'midjot] a. B R, L EIH
involve [in'valv;in'volv] n. B 8& ,83E

jet [d3ets;dzet] v. BESHT

knowledge ['nalid3;'nolid3] n. iR

land [leend] n. B

matter ['maetor | n. YK

mineral ['minaral ] n. %

moon [mun;mun] n. HE

navigator [ 'naevaigetar;'naevigeita] n. B H
object ['abd3ikt;'obdzikt] n. ik

orbit ['orbit;'o:bit] v. F &

overcome [iovor'kam;iouve'kam] v. LM .MM
planet ['pleenit ] n. T8

population [,papya'lefan;ipopju'leifon] n. A O
practical ['praektikal] a. LFEH

radiation [iredi'efon; reidi'eifon] n. 88t




return [rittarn;ri'ton ] n. K [E

route {rut;ru:t| n. B4k

satellite ['satliqit;'setolait ] n. BB
shore [Jor;[or;fo:] n. ¥

silver ['silvar;'silve| n. 8F

solar ['solor;'saula] a. KM

solve [salv;solv] v. &kt

spice [spais] n. FHF¥

take advantage (of) F| I FY
unknown [1an'non;'an'neun] a. KA
urgent ['ard3ent;'s:dzent] a. ‘BAK
use [yus;jus | n. B

valuable ['velyabal;'veeljuabl] a. % #{E K
voyage ['voiid3] v. i1

within [wi'din;wid'in] prep. FEee+e+ ZWH

Structure and Pattern Practice

1. THREESRAIMXBET A, XETPRTHENRE
MFENENEERRN A RABEARCER. LR
K. MEE FEMAERIER, HE TS d B3 to do WK,
do #i does I THER X, ,did BT EmZE.

2. Negative HF.,

He doesn® take advantage of all the available

information.
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