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Unit 1

Reading Passage A

THE WONDERFUL VISIT TO
MISS LIBERTY

“This is a special day,” Daddy said. “Today we’re
going to visit the Statue of Liberty.”

“Is it in a building?” Thomas asked.

His sister Bessie laughed. “No,” she said. “It’s
outdoors, on an island in New York harbor.”

Mother put on her hat. “Almost ready?” she asked..

“All ready,” said Daddy. “Let’s go!”

As they drove off Bessie asked, “Why is the statue
called Miss Liberty?” »

“Liberty means freedom,” Daddy said..“One hundred
years after we became a free country, the people of France
gave us the Statue of Liberty.”

“Like a sort of birthday present?”” Thomas asked.

“That’s right,” Daddy agreed. “Men in France made
the big statue out of thin sheets of copper.”

“It came to America on a ship,” Mother said. “But it
was too large to send in one piece, so it was sent over in
many pieces. Then workmen put the pieces of copper
together over an iron framework right on the island.”

Daddy parked the car near the ferry that would take
them to Liberty Island.



Across the water, the Lady stood on the island with a
torch in her right hand. Thomas jumped up and down.
“She has a crown on her head! Why is she green?”

“Copper turns green when it’s out in the weather,”
Daddy told him. “See the stone base she stands on? That
was paid for by the American people. Even school chil-
dren gave their money to help build it.”

As the ferry pulled away from the shore, the building
of New York seemed to get smaller. But the statue grew
bigger, and bigger, and bigger.

“What is she holding in her left hand?” Bessie won-
dered. “It looks like a book.”

“It’s a stone tablet,” said a girl standing nearby. “The
letters on it say, ‘July 4, 1776’ the date America
became a free country.”

“Ships come through here from nearly every country
in the world,” Daddy said. “When the people in the ships
see the Statue of Liberty, they know they’ve reached
America.”

The ferry pulled alongside the dock. Mother and
Daddy and Bessie and Thomas all hurried ashore. Now
they were behind the statue.

“The whole island is no bigger than two or three
blocks at home!” Bessie cried.

(To be continued)
Read the passage and then answer right or wrong:
( ) 1. The Statue of Liberty is in France.

( ) 2. The place where Miss Liberty stands is called
Liberty Island.



. Liberty means freedom.

. The Statue of Liberty was made out of copper
sheets.

. It was given by the French people in 1876.

. It came to America in a plane.

. There is a torch on her head.

. She holds a book in her left hand.

. She stands on a stone base.

People visiting the Statue of Liberty have to go

to the island by ferry.
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Reading Passage B

THE WONDERFUL VISIT TO
MISS LIBERTY
(Continued)

Fhey walked through thick, wooden doors in the wall
below the stone base.

At the end of the hallway, an elevator operator called
~ out, “Elevator to the top of the base. Ten stories
going up!” '

“You mean it’s ten stories before we even get near the
feet of the statue?” Bessie asked:

“That’s right,” the operator said. “Then another
twelve stories after that, up to the observation room in her .
head.” :

Thomas was surprised. “Is the statue’s head big
enough for us to fit inside?”




“Sure 1s, boy. Holds forty people. Fine sights from up
here, through the windows in her crown.”

As the elevator carried them up, the operator pressed a
button. A voice told them that the only way to reach the
observation room was by climbing a winding staircase of
one hundred and sixty-eight steps. »

The staircase wound up and up. Every few steps there
was a little built-in seat. The steps were very small. Each
one was as narrow as the seat of a swing.

“I’ve never been on such little stairs,” Mother said.

Bessie was just behind her. “These are Thomassize
- steps,” she laughed.

Up and up, higher and higher they climbed. Bessie’s
legs began to hurt. “I’m going to try the little seats,” she
said.

She sat in one of them. Thomas sat in another. After
they had rested for a minute, they climbed again.

Suddenly, they smelled fresh air. One by one, they
entered the small, round observation room.

“Please hold me up,” Thomas begged his father. “I
want to see out the front.”

Mother and Daddy lifted both Bessie and Thomas.

“I can look down on the tops of boats,” Bessie cried.

“I see one with freight trains on its back,” Thomas
shouted. “I see a bridge. I can see everything!”

The room became crowded, so Bessie and Thomas

_ finally gave someone else a turn. They counted twenty-
five windows. There were people in front of every one. -

It was time to go. They climbed down, down, down
the winding staircase.



As they boarded the elevator, the operator smiled at
them. “Like it up there?”

Thomas said, “We sure did!”

“We felt like the tallest people in the world,” Bessie
told him.

On the ground, Mother and Daddy led the way from
the elevator through a long hall. They stopped in front of a
tablet on the wall.. Daddy read the last part of the tablet out
loud: “I lift my lamp beside the golden door.”

The children thought of all they had learned that day
about their country, about the meaning of the great statue.

Read the passage and then choose the right answers:

( ) 1. The height from the ground to the feet of the
statue is .
A. one hundred metres
B. about ten stories of a building
C. about nine stories of a building
D. about ninety metres.
() 2. The Statue of Liberty was carried to America by

ship from

A. France
B. Italy

C. Russia
D.  England

() 3. The head of the statue is big enough

A. tohold forty people
B. for one person to sit inside



C.

D.

to hold forty-five people
for twenty people to sit inside

() 4. Alittle built-in seat every few steps was made

™

C.

D.

for the people to have some drink

for the visiting people to have some food
for the visitors to have a rest

for the visitors to have a chat

by climbing.

EEREE

was easy for visitors to enter the
observation room

took them little time to reach the
observation room

was not so difficult for them to reach the
observation room :
was very difficult for them to reach the
observation room

( ) 6.In the observation room Bessie and Thomas

A.

B
C.
D

had a good time

had a bad time

felt very crowded

could see rivers and lakes

A JOKE

“Mum, will you wash my face?”

“Why can’t you wash it yourself?”

“Because that’ll mean getting my hands wet, and
they don’t need washing!”



Reading Passage C
FREDERICK L. OLMSTEAD

Do you have a park where you live? If you do, did you
ever think about how the park got there? Your park didn’t
just happen by itself. Someone had to think about it and
plan it.

Frederick L. Olmstead was a man who thought about
parks. He lived a long time ago before cars and
before cities were as big as they are now. But he knew that
cities would grow, and people would need parks
beautiful parks, big parks. People would need parks with a
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place to play baseball and a place to walk in the walls —
parks with trees and flowers.

Frederick L. Olmstead planned some of the most
beautiful parks in our country and maybe even in the
world. But, for a long time, Frederick’s friends thought
that he would never really do anything.

“When is he going to stop fooling around?” they
would ask. :

“I wish Frederick would find something to do.”

Frederick went away to school, but he didn’t stay
there. He worked in a store for a time, but he didn’t like
that at all. He took a trip to Europe, and he stayed away
for a year.

When Frederick came home from Europe, he went to
work on a farm. He liked being a farmer. His father was
happy when Frederick found something he liked to do. So
he got Frederick a farm of his own.

But Frederick didn’t keep his farm for very long. He
began to think about Europe again. And soon he took
another trip there. This time he wrote a book about his
trip. One of the things he wrote about was the parks he had
seen in some of the big cities in Europe.

When Frederick came back to his country, he tried
farming again. But once again he didn’t stay.

Frederick tried all kirds of work, but he just couldn’t
find the one thing he really wanted to do.

So Frederick went back to his home in New York
City. When he got there, some of his friends were talking
about making a very big park in the city. When he heard



about the park, he said, “I’d like to have something to do
with that.”

The city was holding a contest to see who could plan
the best park. So Olmstead and a friend began working on
a plan for the contest. They thought about what people
would want in a park.

Should a walk in the park be like a walk on a street, or
should it be like a walk in the forest? Should a park have
places for games like baseball? Should the park have hills?
Should there be a place to put a monument in the park?
Should there be lots of little parks or a big one?

From his trips to Europe, Frederick knew a lot about
parks. And he knew a lot about the country from being a
farmer. He wanted his park to be as beautiful as the ones
he had seen in Europe. And he wanted his park to be like
the country. So he and his friend planned a park that
would bring the country to New York City.

Frederick and his friend won the contest.

Frederick’s park-+s in New York City. It is called
Central Park. There are places to play baseball and even
places for a monument or two. But most of all there are
trees and hills and even forests. You can walk off the city
street, and it is like being in the country. You can play in
Central Park, and you don’t have to look out for cars. You
can go to see bears in the park, and you don’t have to be
afraid that a bear will bite you. You can find flowers and
trees, things to eat, games to play, birds to feed, and
benches to sit on. Or you can just fall asleep in the sun.
Central Park has something for everyone.

People all over the country saw what a wonderful



place Central Park turned out to be. So they asked
Frederick to plan parks for their cities. Today there are
parks by Frederick Olmstead in all parts of our country.

Frederick Olmstead worked on park plans for the rest

of his life. And never again did anyone ask, “When is
Frederick going to stop fooling around?”

Read the passage and answer the questions:

1.

2.

v oA

= o o

Do you like to have a walk in the park with your
family after supper?

Do you like the park Frederick L. Olmstead

planned?

Frederick’s friends thought he could plan a

beautiful park, didn’t they?

What did he do after he came home from Europe?

He had seen a lot of beautiful parks in some of the big
cities during his stay in Europe, hadn’t he?

Frederick and a friend took part in the contest to plan a
park, didn’t they?

Frederick L. Olmstead won the contest because he
knew a lot about parks, didn’t he?

What’s the iame of Frederick’s first park?

Where is the park?

. Is Central Park big and beautiful?
. Why are there so many parks planned by Frederick

throughout the USA?
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