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Lesson

ONE

Reading and Oral Practice

A. Listen and repeat. Then answer the questions.

Mts. Harris had to cail a repairman one day
last week because her dishwasher had broken
down. Down the street, the Rossis needed a
repairman because their television was out of
order. Another neighbor, Mr. Kramer, took
his car to the garage the same day to get the
brakes checked. By the end of the day, they
had all spent a lot of money for repairs.
Nowadays, homes and offices are filled with
mechanical appliances and equipment, so
maintenance and repair are a big part in the
budget for most American families.

1. What did Mrs. Harris have to do one day last week?

2. Why did the Rossis need a repairman?

3. Why did Mr. Kramer take his car to the garage?

4. What had they all done by the end of the day?

5. What are homes and offices filled with nowadays?

6. What’s a big part in the budget for most American families?
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As a result, the repair business has grown
very fast. It requires a lot of service people to
keep all the equipment that we depend on in
working condition. There are electricians
% T.v.e and plumbers and automobile mechanics in
RADIO REPAIR | | every American town and city. Other service
. people take care of typewriters, air
conditioners, or some other kind of
machine. Some of them work for the
companies that make or sell the equipment.
Others have set up small businesses of
their own.

. What has happened to the repair business?

. Why are a lot of service people required?

. What is there in every American town and city?
10.
11.
12.

What do other service people take care of?
What kind of companies do some of them work for?
What have other service people done?

There are many different ways in which
these workers receive the necessary training.
Some of them attend vocational high
schools that specialize in technical skill
training. There are also commercial
vocational schools that offer courses in such
subjects as air conditioning or television
repair. Many other service people have
worked for a while in a factory where one
kind of machine is made. Others receive
on-the-job training by working for someone

who already has the technical skills.
Electricians and some other repairmen are
required to have a license in most parts of
the United States.



13.
14.
15.

17.
18.

Do all service workers receive their training in the same way?
What kind of schools do some of them attend?

What other kind of vocational school is there?

16. Where have many other service people worked?

What kind of training do others receive?

What are some repairmen required to have?

19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
. 25,

Repair jobs are considered to be blue-collar
work. Blue-collar workers are employed in
industry and construction. White-collar
workers, on the other hand, are those who
work in offices. In the past, white-collar
workers were paid better than blue-collar
workers. Nowadays, however, skilled
blue-collar workers often make as much
money as men and women who hold
management jobs. The people who make
the machines and keep them running play
an essential part in today’s technical world.

What are repair jobs considered to be?

Where are blue-collar workers employed?

Where do white-collar workers work?

Who was better paid in the past, white-collar or blue-collar workers?

Is this still the same?

How much money do skilled blue-collar workers often make?
Why do they make so much money?
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B. Listen and repeat. Then answer the questions.

1. How do they know how much money they
can spend?
They have a budget that shows how much money
they expect to get and to spend.

| 2. Why is there so much construction?
The city keeps growing. As a result, more houses
and buildings are necessary.

Joe'® REPWHOD 3. Does your repairman work for the store that sold
—
\

you the appliance?
No, he set up his own business. He set it up about
a year ago.

. Why hasn’t she been attending a vocational school?
She wanted to start working right away, so she’s
been getting on-the-job training from a plumber
who has a lot of experience.

. Why are office workers called white-collar workers?
Because they used to wear white shirts to work.

. Why are factory workers called blue-collar workers?
Because they used to wear blue shirts to work.




. Why did they wear blue shirts?
Because blue shirts don’t show as much dirt as
white shirts do.

. Why are there so many vocational schools?
They play an important part in training people
in the technical skills that are essential in the
modern world.

. Why are you turning on the light?
['m turning it on because it’s getting too dark
to read.

. Did you turn off all the lights?
No, I didn't. I'li turn them off before I go to bed.

. Why is thte house so cold?
The furnace went off, I don’t know why. I've
called the repairman.

. Why is he looking for the flashlight?
He’s looking for it because the lights went out.
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C. Dialogue

Thelma and Harry are relaxing at home in the evening.

THELMA:  Please turn off that light, Harry!
HARRY: Why? What's the matter? [ want to read the paper.
THELMA: If we turn on too many lights, all the electricity in the house will
go off.
HARRY: Now who told you that?
THEIMA:  The electrician.
HARRY: The electrician? When was he here?
THELMA: | had to call him today.
HARRY: What was wrong?
THELMA: When I turned on the washing machine, all the lights went out.
HARRY: Well, didn't the electrician take care of it?
THELMA: Yes, but he said it would take a lot more work to do a really good job.
HARRY: What does he mean by a really good job?
THELMA: He said we needed new wiring all through the house and a lot of
other things.
HARRY: Did he tell you how much it would cost?
THELMA: Yes, he gave me an estimate of about a thousand dollars.
HARRY: A thousand dollars! That's a lot of money. And just when we need to
get some work done on the car too.



