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Unit One

VHF Communication

Lesson 1  Distress Calling

Pattern Drills

1. Mayday, Mayday, Mayday, I need help.

I | am sinking.
am on fire.
am aground.

have been in collision.

2. What assistance is required?

I require

a tug.
two life-boats.

immediate help.

medical assistance.




3.1 am | coming to your assistance.
sending a raft to you.
taking command of search and rescue.

in command of search and rescue.

4. What’s the position of the vessel in distress?

It's position is | at Berth No. 6.
bearing 124° distance 2.5

miles from Sun Rise.
160 degrees 6 miles from Sarkan.
latitude 52°N. longtitude139°W.

Dialogue

(Y —Ship Yucai, BOCD; V—Ship Victoria, GXYZ)

Y: Mayday Mayday Mayday. This is Yucai, Yucai, Yucai,
Maday Yucai, Bravo Oscar Charlie Delta. My position is
160 degrees 6 miles from the Pier. I’m sinking. I require
immediate help. Over.

V. Mayday Yucai, Yucai, Yucai, Bravo Oscar Charlie Delta.
This is Victoria, Golf X-ray Yankee Zulu. Mayday
received. Over.

Y: Mayday Victoria, this is Yucai. My position is 160 degrees
6 miles from the Pier.I’ve collided with submerged
object. I’m sinking. I require immediate assistance. Over.

V. Mayday Yucai, this is Victoria, My position at time 0930
GMT is latitude 52°06' North, longitude 012°25' West. My



speed is 15 knots. I’m coming to your assistance. ETA is
1230 GMT. Over.

Y : Mayday Victoria, this is Yucai. Message understood. Your
position at time 0930 GMT is latitude 52°06'North,
longitude 012°25' West. Your speed is 15 knots and ETA is
1230 GMT. Is it correct? Over.

V: Mayday Yucai, this is Victoria. You are correct. I’'m coming
to your assistance. Please stand by on Channel 16 and keep
close contact with me. Over.

Y: Mayday Victoria, this is Yuecai. Thank you for your help. I

will keep a listening watch on Channel 16. Over and out.

New Words and Expressions

1. Mayday /'meidei/ n. BRFKES
2. sink /sipk/ v. Tt

3. aground /a'graund/ a. ad %, BhRE
4. danger/'deind3s/n. I[A S

5. assistance/a'sistons/n. # B

6. require/ri'kwaia/v. mE, BX
7. distress/dis'tres/n. bi: 15

8. tug /tag/n. 5

9. life-boat n. R4 A

10. immediate/i'mi:djat/a. SLEIRY

11. command/ka'ma:nd/n. RiE

12. search/sa:it[/v. n w3

13. rescue/'reskju:/ n. B, B



14. berth /ba:6/ n. =LA

15. bearing/'beariy/ n. L

16. latitude/"letitju:d / n. 4

17. longitude/'lond3itju:d/ n. 72

18. pier /pia/ n. 5k

19. channel /'tfzenl/ n. e

20. raft /ra:ft/ n. yits

21. collide / ka'laid / v. filf 18

22. submerged / seb'ma:d3d/a. RIEH
23. over =ACIRr
24. out i

Useful Terms and Expressions

Roger. Wz, e, EED
Wilco. &R,

Come in. B,

Say again. BEH.

Repeat. GF) Bif—#, EX.
Read back. 2R,

Mistake. iR,

Correction. WIE,

Interruption. FTH,

Negative. N, BRE.

Affirmative. X, HE.

I can't read you. BREARRRHEE

Loud and clear. N EXERE.



Lesson 2  Asking for Information

Pattern Drills

1.1 will alter my course to

2. The | information | has been | received.

message
warning

instruction

3. The | strong wind
gale

storm

hurricane

avoid the storm.
keep clear of this area.

steer away from the drilling rig.

relayed.
acknowledged.
understood.

is moving in direction

196 degrees at speed | seven | knots.

eight
ten

twelve




4. The | barometer dropped
high pressure rose
low pressure fell

-| atmospheric pressure changed greatly

in the last few hours.

Dialogue

(R—Radio Station; Y—Ship Yucai; S—Ship Sunrise)

R: Securite, Securite. Securite. All ships. This is ABC Radio

Station. Storm warning: Tropical storm Kit at 1400 hours
GMT was moving rapidly in direction 200°at 10 knots with
maximum winds force 11. The storm centre was in position
15°N, 110°E. Plesae navigate with caution. QOut.

Y : Sunrise, this is Chinese Ship Yucai. Do you receive me?

Over.

S: Yucai, Yucai, thisis Sunrise. I read you good. Over.

Y : Sunrise, Sunrise, this is Yucai. Have you heard the storm

warning information over the radio? Over.

S: Yucai, this is Sunrise. Yes, Storm warning information just
heard. I’'m afraid we are heading directly into the path of
the storm. Over.

Y : Sunrise. This is Yucai. Do you have any other latest storm

warning information? Over.

S: Yucai, this is Sunrise. I have no further information, but my
barometer fell rapidly in the last few hours.

Y : Sunrise. This is Yucai. I have not caught the position,



direction and speed of the storm centre exactly. Would you
. let me know? Over.

S: Yucai. This is Sunrise. The warning information said : Storm
at 1400 hours GMT reported moving in direction 200°at
speed 10 knots with maximum winds force 11. Over.

Y: Sunrise. This is Yucai. Where is the storm centre? Repeat

the storm centre, please. Over.

S: Yucai,Sunrise. The Storm centre at that time was in position
15°N, 20°E, Correction. The storm at that time was centred
in position 15°N, 110°E.Is it clear? Over.

Y : Sunrise. This is Yucai, The position of the storm centre is

15°N, 110°E, Is that correct? Over.

S: Yucai, Sunrise. Affirmative. Try to head north-west to

avoid the storm centre or we’ll have a hell of a time. Over.

Y: Sunrise, this is Yucai, You’re right. Thank you for your

inforrflati_on.l will alter course to keep clear of the area.

Out.

New Words and Expressions

1. course /ko:s/n. i 1]
2. avoid /a'void/v. i
3. storm /sto:m/ n. BN
4. gale /geil /n. KR
5. information/info:'meifon/n. =5
6. alter /'a:lta/v. gy
7. clear / klia/a. Ko o8 bu: )



* keep clear of.

8. steer / stia/v.

9. warning/ 'wo:ni/n

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

16.

17.
18.

19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.

message / 'mesid3/ n.
acknowledge / ok'nolid3/ v.
hurricane / 'hariken / n.
knot / not / n.

barometre / ba'romita/ n.
pressure / 'prefo / n.

high (low) pressure
maximum / 'maeksimem / a.
GMT

rapidly / 'reepidli/ad.

affirmative / o'fo:mativ / a.

drilling / 'drilin / a.
rig / rig / n.

relay / ri:'lei / v.
securite

tropical / 'tropikal / a.
hell /hel / n.

a hell of
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Useful Terms and Expressions

breeze X
typhoon =p
swell o]
wave HIR
fog %
mist HE
hail KE
frost 51
thunder =
lightning N,
iceberg 7K1l

atmosphere KRB, KRE



Lesson 3 Requiring a Pilot

Pattern Drills

1. XYZ Pilot Station, this is

Chinese Ship ABC calling.
Steam Ship Dali answering.
Cargo Ship Red Star replying.
Captain of MV Flag speaking.

Over.

2. Please | keep a listening watch on
stand by on

change to

stay on

Channel 12 for further notice. Over.

3. Drop anchor and wait. The pilot will

meet you
be available

board your ship

come to you in half an hour. Over.

10



4. | Tell me
Let the agent know your ETA

-

| Advise the pilot station of
Inform the harbour of

at the anchorage by VHF. Over.

5. My port of | registry is Shanghai.
destination
departure
discharge
Over.
Dial ogue

(S—Ship Bincheng; P—Pilot Station)

S: Kobe Pilot Station, Kobe Pilot Station. This is Chinese
containership Bincheng calling on VHF Channel 16. Do
you read me? Over.

P: Chinese Ship Bincheng, this is Kobe Pilot Station. Come in,
please. Over.

S: Good afternoon, Kobe Pilot Station. This is Chinese
Containership Bincheng. My ETA at the anchorage is 1430
hours local time. Could you arrange a pilot to meet me?
Over.

P: Bincheng, this is Kobe Pilot Station.Please switch to
Channel 12. Over.
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