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1. Saucers in the sky

On June 24, 1947, Kenneth Arnold was flying his plane
above the Cascade Mountains of Washington, in the United
States. He owned a company that sold things for fire-
fighting, and he used his plane for carrying them.

At three o’clock in the afternoon he was near Mount
Rainier. A plane was lost in the area, so Arnold flew round
for a time! and looked for? it. He was looking down at
the ground, when he noticed some lights away to his left.?

There were nine of them in a line: the front one was
highest, and the one at the back was lowest. Each object
was round and shining, and almost as big as a plane. The
objects all travelled in line together, and sometimes they
flew in and out among the mountains. Once, they passed
behind one of the mountain-tops.

Arnold noticed where they were at different times, and
wrote it down. One question that interested him was:- How
fast were the objects flying? When he landed, he looked
at his notes: 75 kilometres in 102 seconds. That meant the
objects were travelling at 2700 kilometres an hour. That’s
what he told the newspapers later.*

1. for a time: ¥, HH , —% i, —BitE, 2. look for: 5. 3.
He was looking ..., when ... away to his left: ft FSisbEm LM E, %
FRALENMEHRTEILAS RS SE, when BXFOEERA TSN
5, FonbtiE EpRsE, B REEaA oM FEERIS, ot
WHigghiA—K AT E, 4. That’s what ... later: X2 5 R M EFHRA
ByN%, what %[ the thing which.




The newspapermen asked him: ‘How were these objects
moving?’

‘Each one moved up and down as it travelled,” he said,
‘like a saucer when you throw it along the top of the
water.t’

This answer was taken up by? most of his listeners. And
next day newspapers all over the United States said Ken-
neth Arnold saw ‘flying saucers’ over the Cascade Moun-
tains.

Arnold didn’t say that at all.® He talked of objects that
moved like saucers thrown across water. He didn’t say they
looked like saucers. But it was too late to* make changes.
Flying saucers were in the news.

2. Questions with no answers

A few days later, in Nevada, someone else in a plane saw
five or six round objects, away to his right. That same
night®, four Air Force officers in. Alabama saw 'a  strange
light in the sky. As it travelled, it sometimes turned- left,
sometimes right. Sometimes it moved very fast;, sometimes
slower.

A woman saw ten of them shoot across the sky above
her house®. A driver in Iowa saw thirteen of them. In New

1, like a saucer when...of the water: & ¥k mid ) 89—/ & F., when
BIHBHE—AEIEMNG,H W a saucer. 2. be taken up by...: #...%%4, 3.
not ... at all: &%, 4. too+a. (F ad. )+to+inf.: &k ... UFETFARE
(Bk...) , % CBk...) kBRI F...T. 5. That same night: F—X8 L, BRI
Ky L, 6. A woman saw ... above her house: 4jriten of them & sawfy

3%, shoot across X—FRERMERRIENRIE. EME see,watch, feel
SAEE, AEREMRENTERBRE to.
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Mexico several people in a car watched a strange light cross
the whole sky in thirty seconds. In Chicago a woman saw
one ‘with legs’.

A policeman in Portland, Oregon, looked up one day and
saw five large objects like saucers.! They were travelling very
fast, and they seemed to be turning round and round as
they went. A few minutes later, two other policemen no-
ticed three of the same objects. Then some of the other
people in Portland began to see them.

That night, the crew of a plane in Idaho saw five ‘some-
things’.

One morning, five. Air Force' men were sitting in a truck
when four of them saw an unusual:object in the sky. There
were two pieces on top that seemed to turn slowly. The
object made no sound. After about 90 seconds, the men
lost it.

All this—and more—Iless than two weeks after Arnold’s
story.? :

When United States Air Force planes began to find their
way into newspaper stories,? the Air Force became troubled.
It wasn’t answering any more* questions from newspapers:
it just stopped talking. This made people feel uneasy.

Why was the Air Force saying nothing? What did it
know? Why was it hiding things? Was the truth too fearful
to tell? :

1. objects like saucers: Sk F—H AR A, like A, X, TALIETR
B objects, fEfGEEiE, 2. All this ... story: FiEFXBHEEMIEERS
PUEARERA Bz R AR, XR—/EWD, & TIHIE (happened),
and more £ A{E, 3. find their way into newspaper stories: H{ I 7E &
# 5+, find one’s way into pEibfE‘HEA, #FA... 58 . 4. not...any
more: A H, HHA,




3. Visitors from another world?

Maybe this uneasiness caused even more trouble. People
began trying to see flying saucers. More people began look-
ing at the sky. They saw things they hadn’t noticed be-
fore. Anything unusual' may be a strange flying object, so?
more people telephoned their newspaper—and there were
more flying saucer stories. And the Air Force were still
not talking. :

It’s useful to understand their reasonss. There had been*
other stories of strange flying objects since the war. More
than a thousand of these stories came from Sweden in 1946
alone. Some people thought those objects were Russian—
Sweden was a long way from the United States.

But here was something quite different—now unknown
objects were flying across the United States itself.

‘What’s happening?’ people wanted to know ‘Do these
objects come from Russia? Are they safe?”

At that time, Russia and the United States were not at
all friendly. The Russians were building many new planes
that could reach the USA. Maybe they had new bombs as
well.?

The USA was planning to send® its U-2 plane high over
Russian skies. Maybe the flying objects were Russian, doing

1. Anything unusualsfE {7 5% i % 76, % 91 anything, something,nothing
W IEEAE BN, 2. so: Bk, LA, so ZEXHENIFIER, 3. It’s ...

reasons: TRRAFIEIENRHARLE RM.it BATRA,SIHERBHREEEto
understand their reasons. 4. There had been ...: ¥ 2% 5t..., X & there is

(are)fyid H ki, 5. as well: {4 ,4,X, 6. plan to+inf.: HRI(H),
% (5O, D,
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the same kind of thing in the USA—looking, watching,
learning.! Perhaps an enemy was bringing a new kind of
war to the skies over the USA. Were Kenneth Arnold’s
flying saucers part of that war?

These were the questions that troubled the United States
government. It’s not surprising that? the Air Force stopped
talking to newspapers.

But people were still asking questions. Kenneth Arnold
(among others) was happy to give them answers. Like the
newspapers, he too was soon talking of saucers that flew.
He wrote a small book of fifteen pages—The Flying Saucer
as I saw it.* And to the question ‘Where do they come
from?’ he had a clear answer: ‘From another world.’

A newspaperman who wrote about a saucér (Arnold said)
died of unknown causes. A plane hit Mount Rainier, and
everyone in the plane was killed. This was before - Arnold
saw his flying objects, but still (he said) this had some-
thing to do with* the saucers. ;

A bridge in Idaho was strangely set on fire® by ‘some-
thing’. One saucer was able to get away® because it knew
the thoughts of the man who flew after it.

When the Air Force was asked, ‘Is all this true?’ they
still had nothing to say. And that only made things worse.”

1. doing ... learning: 235 [E e — & R pydil — W8 WM Az,
doing ... thing in the USA R—/ 2141, &:RiEMEH; looking, watching,
learning B 7417, & the same kind of thing iR fj&, 2. It’s not surpris-
ing that ...: ¥.. F&BBAIKA, it 25506, 5] H)5E that E&aFEiEN4,
3. as I saw it ZmBPTABIN IR, as SIHEEMNA, 8 the flying
saucer, 4. have something to do with ...: F.. FXFHXEER, 5. set ...
on fire: WM AkHE, P9 Kk, 6. be able to get away: fEkE, 7. And that
only made things worse: X REBERHBHEM, that Zi5RRIT, A
4J; worse & bad BytbiE%,E made BHRIENRIE,




People thought: ‘If all these stories are untrue, the
government will just say so.* But they’re not saying anything.
Why not? The stories must be true.’ ‘

So there was the answer at last. Arnold must be right.
The flying saucers must be visitors from another world.

4. What killed Captain Mantell?

‘Do ‘you believe in flying saucers?’ At first, this meant,
‘Do you believe Kenneth Arnold?’ Then—when other peo-
ple saw unusual things—it meant, ‘Are these things truly
there in the sky? Or only in people’s minds?’

But soon it meant something different: ‘Do you believe
these objects come from another world?’

The believers answered, ‘Yes. We do have visitors2, and
they are not from our world.’

The non-believers answered, ‘No. There must be some
other cause.’

The believers couldn’t give good reasons, and the non-
believers couldn’t think of good causes. But the believers
seemed more sure of themselves—they certainly made the most
noise. It ‘was mostly the believers who3 telephoned the news-
papers and wrote the books. But their story needed an-
other chapter—an interesting one!, something surprising.

1. the government ... say so: BeRFielLLX#E(E, so XERRIA,
2. We do have visitors: WEFEEZALRIXE, do ZBhzhid, Ak
BiAMhEEFiE have {iFK. 3. It was... who ...: AHHATHIEN . TH
B, BB AL MEHANXEA R, 581 the believers. 4. an inter-
esting one: 778k — % one (4 ones) 7] F R kXA RIR A 1 $i s
W,LBeRE.
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A few months after Arnold’s flight, they got one. It hap-
pened at an airport in Kentucky, on January 7, 1948.

That afternoon the airport got a telephone call from the
police. Several people were phoning the police about a
strange flying object.

‘Can you identify it?’ the police asked.

The airport said there were no flights in the area.

About twenty minutes later, the police called again. This
time, people from two other towns were seeing the object.
They said it was round, about 90 metres across, and moving
quite fast. The airport made some phone calls of its own,
then called the police.

‘There are no planes in the area from any airport,” they
said.. “There’s nothing.’

Then the people at the airport itself saw it. Several of-
ficers looked at it long and carefully through field-glasses,
but they couldn’t identify it. At half-past two, everyone
was wondering what to do about it,*! when four fighter-
planes came towards the airport. i

The pilot of one of the planes was Captain Thomas
Mantell. The airport called him on the radio. They asked him
to take a look at? the object, and try to identify it. One
of the four pilots hadn’t much fuel left®, so he flew on to
his own airport. The other two pilots stayed with Mantell,
and the three planes began to look for the object.

At first the three pilots could see nothing, and the air-

1. everyone was wondering what to do about if: &7 st i i%
k¥ H 24, what to do about it XAAERLEIE, g wondering [HEiE, 2.
take a look at: F—%F, 3. hadn’t much fuel left: B EHFFI TMELBRE
T. left & leave fyitZsrid,



port had to help them. Mantell went up to 3000 metres,
and left the other two pilots behind. At 2.45 he called the
airport and said, ‘I see something above me. I’m going up.’

One of the other two pilots asked the airport, ‘What are
we looking for?’

The airport called Mantell: “Can you identify the object?’

‘It’s still above me,” he called back. ‘But I’m getting
closer. I’'m going up to 6000 metres.”

By now! Mantell was far above the other two pilots, and
they lost him. They called him on the radio, but they got
no answer. They thought he must be in trouble.2 But they
couldn’t find him, and soon they hadn’t much fuel left, so
they had to return to their own airport. When they landed,
one pilot refuelled and flew back again. He flew all round
the area®, but he didn’t see Mantell,>and he didn’t see the
object. At 3.50 the airport lost the object.

A few minutes later they had some news. Mantell was
dead. His plane crashed into the ground and he was kllled
at once. No ene knew why it crashed.

But the believers knew why Mantell was dead. He fought
with a flying saucer and lost. And with a dead pilot, of
course the plane crashed.

The believers’ story had its surprising new chapter—an
Air Force pilot was killed by something (someone?) from
another world.

1. By now: BLZER £, XK (B), 2. bein trouble: i FHi, 3. all
round the area: 7EX/MHIX 4L (4T —H),
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5. A new word comes into English

Questions rained hard and fast on to! the US Air Force.
How did Mantell die? What happened to his plane? And
of course—what was the Air Force hiding?

The Air Force weren’t hiding anything: they were busy
trying to find the truth themselves, and it all took time.
In the months that followed,? reports began to come in
from other countries. In Norway and Denmark and Sweden
and Germany, people were reporting ‘balls of fire travel-
ling slowly across the sky.” The reports were unclear, and
most of them were from newspapers. Soon there were re-
ports from all over Europe and South America.

In the USA, the Air Force was having word trouble.
‘Flying saucer’ was changing its meaning. At first it meant
‘something unusual in the sky’. Now it meant °something
from another world’. And not all reports spoke of things
in the form of a saucer. The Air Force didn’t want to talk
of flying saucers any more. So they made up®a new name—
Unidentified Flying Object?.

Almost at once it became known by its first letters: UFO.

A UFO could be anything. But not everyone was happy
with the new name. If something is only in a man’s mind,
ought you to call it an object? If it isn’t moving in the
sky, or if it’s only a light, can you say it’s flying? Sup-

1. rained hard and fast on te: f§i& AR ... 223, 2. In the months
that followed: ZEPFEJLAA WM. 3. ‘make up: 4% ,#8%,. 4. Unidentified
Flying Object: 7 B k{749,



pose you can’t identify it, but someone else can. It’sa UFO
for you, but not for him.

‘Unidentified’ means hasn’t been identified. (It may be
identified later.) But surely we’re talking about something
quite different: things that can’t be identified—by anyone!.
If you can identify my Unidentified Flying Object, isn’t it
then an Identified Flying Object? Has my UFO become
your IFO?

Today it’s best not to? think of -the three letters or the
three words. UFO is just one word, and it’s new. Today
it means the cause of a report. The report may be wrong.
The thing may be in someone’s mind, or it may be a true
object. Maybe it’s flying and maybe it isn’t. It may be in
the sky, or it may be on the ground (and someone be-
lieves it has just landed). Maybe some people can identify
it and some can’t.

None of this matterss. As soon as someone reports it, it
becomes a UFO. Today, the word tells you that someone
has made a report—nothing more, nothing lessé.

But in 1948, the US Air Force was not only in word
trouble. It didn’t know that 1948 would bring the third
of the great UFO reports.

6. Three great UFOs

At 8.30 in the evening on October 1, a plane was ¢oming

1. things that ... by anyone: XA FEIE( A ARSI, things RAT
E something gyEfLiE, 2. it’s best not to+inf.: A E ), 3. None
of this matters. it LRI HFHEBR XK, XE matter Z3hiF, 1EHIE,
4. nothing more, nothing less: A%, WA ), XEBRREAFTARTEL—
BRI, B ERIR.
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