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Lesson 1.1: Geography and Major Cities of UK
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« [X 43Great BritainflIBritain;
+ Northern Ireland is included in the UK not Ireland;
- 5 [ I S River SevernfiidERiver Thames;

- Edinburgh is Scotland’s capital and the seat of its parliament.

Text: Geography and Major Cities of UK
Section One: What is UK?

UK is the abbreviation of the United Kingdom.
The full name of the United Kingdom is the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. It is

also known as Britain.

There are several terminologies to be addressed

here:

First, “Great Britain” . Great Britain contains

England, Wales and Scotland together with all the
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-offshore islands, including the Isle of Wight, the
Isles of Scilly, the Hebrides, Orkney, and Shetlands.

Second, “United Kingdom” . The United Kingdom
comprises Great Britain and Northern Ireland. The
Isle of Man in the Irish Sea, and the Channel Islands,
in the English Channel, between Great Britain and
France, are largely self-governing. They are known
as Crown Dependencies; but they are not part of the
United Kingdom.

Figure 1.1 The map of the UK

The name “British Isles” is a geographical term.
It describes all of the abovementioned parts, plus the
whole of the island of Ireland, as well as the Isle of
Man and the Channel Islands.

¥—F RXERMESIES
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Section Two: Where is UK?

The United Kingdom is a sovereign country in
western Europe. Lying off the coast of France, the
United Kingdom sits between the North Atlantic
Ocean and the North Sea.

The United Kingdom is bordered by four seas. First,
to the south by the English Channel, which separates
the UK from continental Europe. Second, to the east
by the North Sea. Third, to the west by the Irish Sea

and the Atlantic Ocean.

Section Three: The Landscape

Figure 1.2 The location of the UK
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The United Kingdom landscape is very varied.
Scotland and Wales are the most mountainous
parts of the United Kingdom. Most of the United
Kingdom is made up of gently rolling hills with
isolated areas of high ground. The major rivers
include the Thames in the south, the Severn in the

west, and the Spey in Scotland.

Section Four: The Climate

o _ _

United Kingdom of Great Britain
! and Northern lreland

o T e ¥ s W we wr B4 W ©

Figure 1.3 The landscape of the UK
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With regards to Britain’s climate, it is often considered
as cool, wet, cloudy and windswept. In fact, the
United Kingdom has a temperate climate, with
plentiful rainfall all year round. The temperature
varies with the seasons seldom dropping below
minus eleven degree or rising above thirty-five
degree. It is also a fact that, for the United Kingdom,
the worldwide phenomenon of climate change
appears to have more and more impacts on blurring
the distinctions of the seasons, especially the
autumn-winter-spring period. Overall speaking, the
United Kingdom weather is controlled by a series
of depressions from the Atlantic that move across
or pass near the British Isles on account of the

prevailing southwesterly wind.

Section Five: Multiculturalism

In addition to the indigenous cultures, Britain also
has what could be called its “Empire” cultures-
principally from the Indian subcontinent, which
accounts for 5.5 percent of the population, together
with Africa and the Caribbean, which account for
2.9 percent of the population. According to the
Office of National Statistics, the United Kingdom
population is estimated to be 64.7 million by mid-
2015. The 2011 census revealed that 14 percent of

the population, or 8 million people, came from other



ethnic backgrounds. Nowadays, one in four children
under ten are from mothers who were not born in
the United Kingdom. 12 percent of them are from
Poland. Therefore, Britain has the fastest-growing
population in Europe, gaining a further 5 million
since the 2001 census. These new communities are
not evenly spread across the country, which creates a

very mixed pattern of integration and cohesion.

Figure 1.4 Multiculturalism in the UK

Section Six: Four Countries of the UK

The United Kingdom contains four countries. First,
England. It is in the north-west Europe and is in
the southern part of Great Britain. England is an
island country and also part of the United Kingdom.

Its capital city is London. England is the largest

REXEFRMESES
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country in Great Britain and the United Kingdom.
Approximately 84% of the population of the United
Kingdom lives in England, mainly in the major cities
such as London, North Yorkshire, West Yorkshire,

and Great Manchester.

Figure 1.5 The official symbols of England

Second, Scotland. Scotland is in north-west Europe
and is part of Great Britain. It is also an island of
Great Britain and has a land border to the south
with England. It is bounded by the North Sea on
the east and Atlantic Ocean on the west. Its capital
city is Edinburgh. Until 1603, Scotland had its own
Monarch. In 1603, the King of Scotland became also
the King of England ruling both countries.

Figure 1.6 The official symbols of Scotland



Third, Wales. Wales is in the north-west Europe and
is part of Great Britain. It is also an island country.
The English meaning of the name “Wales” is

“Homeland” . Its capital city is Cardiff. Wales is
a mountainous country on the western side of Great
Britain. Wales is a principality. This means that it is
ruled by a prince. Traditionally, the Prince of Wales
is the eldest son of the English or British monarch.
The current and longest-serving Prince of Wales is

Prince Charles, the eldest son of Queen Elizabeth II.

Figure 1.7 The official symbols of Wales

Fourth, Northern Ireland. Northern Ireland lies
in the northeast of the island of Ireland, covering
about a sixth of the island’s total area. Northern
Ireland is the second most populated part of the
United Kingdom after Scotland. Its capital is
Belfast. In 1801, the whole of Ireland became part
of the United Kingdom. After years of civil war, the
United Kingdom negotiated with most paramilitary

organizations based in Northern Ireland such as the

-8 HXEFRBESES

Figure 1.8 The current

Prince of Wales, Prince
Charles
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Provisional IRA, the UDA, UVF and the Red Hand
Commando, and finally brought a peace ending by

confirming their loyalty to the British Government.

Figure 1.9 The official symbols of Northern Ireland

Section Seven: Interesting Facts about the UK
First, the highest mountain in the United Kingdom is

called Ben Nevis. It is located in Scotland.

Figure 1.10 Ben Nevis

Next, the longest river in the United Kingdom is the
River Severn through Wales and England. However,

it often floods.

The biggest lake in the United Kingdom is Lough
Neagh in Northern Ireland. Another famous lake is
Loch Ness in Scotland. Some people believe that a

monster called Nessie lives there.



Figure 1.11 River Severn

Figure 1.12 Lough Neagh

Figure 1.13 Loch Ness and Nessie (Sculpture)
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