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Jinci Temple is well-known as a mixture of beautiful landscape,

rich history and precious relics, which is composed of more than
100 palaces, halls, buildings, pavilions, bridges and terraces that
stand among giant aged trees under Mt. Xuan Weng (Hanging
Jar)over 20km south west away from downtown Taiyuan, Shanxi
Province. Flourishing trees, magnificent buildings, fancy palaces

and a splendid pagoda have shown its beauty for centuries.
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Jinci Temple
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1;] Jinci Temple was built to worship Duke Tang Shuyu in the

Zhou Dynasty, the first governor of Jin State the land of Tang in

ancient time. Shi Ji —a renowned historical book, records the
following story. When King Cheng of the Zhou Dynasty took his
crown, he was too young. While playing with Shuyu in a yard, the
boy emperor presented Shuyu a tang tree leaf and imperiously
declared that he would make him the duke of Tang State. His
words were recorded by an official standing in attendance nearby.
This official later reminded the emperor of his words and asked
him to abide by it because emperors have no idle words. Thus,
Shuyu became the Duke. Since then, he has been called Tang
Shuyu. After Duke Tang Shuyu died, his son Xie came into power
and renamed his state Jin since the land was the source of Jin
River. A memorial temple built to worship Shuyu at the source of
Jin River was given the name: Jin Memorial Temple (Jin Ci), then.
It has been a national key relics protection unit, issued by the State

Council in 1961.
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No one is sure when the memorial temple was first built, but the earliest
record can be found in the book of Shui Jing Zhu, written by geographer Li
Daoyuan during the Northern Wei Dynasty. He wrote: West of the ponds, at the
edge of mountains and rivers lies Tang Shuyu Memorial Temple, in which the
pros\perous spring flows near odd pavilions and the flying bridge crosses over
jade-like waters. It indicates that landscape and relics have been significant

since the Northern Wei Dynasty 15 centuries ago.
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Since the very beginning, Jinci Temple has been
renovated and enlarged constantly. Emperor
Wenxuan of the Northern Qi Empire in the South and
North Dynasties, set Jinyang—the city of Taiyuan, a
municipality so that buildings were raised and ponds
were formed . In the Sui Dynasty (AD 581~ 600), a
Shengsheng Buddhist Relis Pagoda was built. In AD
646, Li Shimin— the second emperor of the Tang
Dynasty visited Jinci Temple and wrote an
inscription. In his article, he used the words of
magnificence and splendor to describe Jinci Temple.

After that, Jinci Temple was enlarged even further.



Before the Song Dynasty, the Shuyu Memorial Hall was the major hall. The layout was changed
after it. The second emperor of the Song Dynasty had Jinci Temple enlarged and the fourth emperor
had the Saint Mother’s Hall built in 984 and
Flying Bridge reconstructed. From 1089 to
1098, four iron guards were made to sanctify
the temple area.In 1168 (the Jin Dynasty), the
Offerings Hall was constructed east of the
Saint Mother’s Hall. Thus, the Saint Mother’s
Hall became the major hall of Jinci Templein

the Song and Yuan Dynasties.

Wooden carving dragons of Saint Mother’s Hall from the Northern Song Dynasty
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In the Ming Dynasty (1573 ~ 1620), a memorial archway was built in front of the Offerings
Hall and the Drum and Bell Buildings were constructed on both sides of the hall as wings.
Then, the Mirror Terrace was built east of the Fairy Meeting Bridge to play operas. In the Qing
Dynasty, during the reign of Emperor Qian Long, the Buddhist Pagoda was reconstructed and
the Wen Chang Temple was enlarged.

Based upon various requirements of those running the temple during those periods, the
memorial temple was constantly enlarged and renovated. As a result, it has become a mixture
of Confucianism, Buddhism and Taoism, as well as a treasure trove of well preserved ancient
architecture. Although these landmarks were built in different periods, they seem to follow an
ingenious design and array themselves elegantly. Furthermore, its axis, from the west to the
east, was constructed to knit together the surrounding scenery with the overall design of the

temple grounds.
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Mirror Terrace from the Ming Dynasty ‘:”kﬁﬁlﬂﬂﬂf ‘I_:f
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Close-up View of Water Mirror
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