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A Brief Summary

Twenty—five papers were carefully selected in this book, which contain a history of living plants and ani-
mals in China in historical periods—written by the famous history—geographer Wen Huanran in collaboration
with other notable researchers.

The part one of the book gives a historical perspective into plants that were found in historical periods.
The part two details the animals inhabiting China during those different historical periods.

The book contains information on various research methods, including modern techniques of “C analy-
sis, spore and pollen analysis, and ancient historical record with the current field survey. It gives prospective
summary about the change in the distribution of forest in China throughout history, also change in the distri-
bution of bamboo, orange, litchi etc. throughout different historical period. Furthermore this book examines
changes in the patterns of distribution of animals throughout history in China, by examples of disappeared or
rare animals such as Alligator sinensis, Pavo muticus, Psittacidae, Elephas maximus, Ailuropoda melanoleuca,
Equus przewalskii, Equus hemionus, Camelus bactrianus, Moschus, Hydropotes inermis, Hylobates, Rhinopithe-
cus, Rhinocerotidae, and the changes in the environment which affected the distribution of wildlife. The book
gives a broad view of the distribution and changes of those plants and animals, the factors which affected the
changes and distribution. This book represents the current research development in China on the field of
plant and animal geography. It is a new trail result of a hybrid of natural science combined with the humani-
ties study.

Furthermore, in order to reflect the new progress in this field, 11 new papers of Mr. Wen Rongsheng’ s
research on rare wildlife and the Scholars’ comment on Mr. Wen Huanran were added to the book as appen-
dices for readers’ reference.

The chapters in this book encompass many different areas of research, including geography, history ge-
ography, biology, climatology, environmental science, ecology, natural history etc., and can be used by both
professors and students to gain a broad knowledge into the social-economical and environment changes that

have occurred in China throughout history.
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