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Abstract: From 2009 to 2011, the former Second Archaeology Team of Luoyang
excavated five Tang tombs during a construction project in Hongshan Township. Of
them, the most important were the tombs of Jia Dunyi and Zhang Wenju, dated to AD
656 and 670, respectively. The two tombs were the first clearly—dated early Tang
tombs excavated in the Luoyang region. Therefore they provided a basis for the dating
and periodization of the Tang tombs in this region. In addition, the ceramics and pot—
tery figurines recovered from them provided materials for typological study.

The five tombs spanned a period of nearly one hundred years, from the early
Tang to the middle Tang. The tombs belonging to the middle phase of the Early Tang
dynasty were spade—shaped in plan, while those of the middle Tang dynasty were
cleave—shaped in plan. Such a change in plan took nearly 100 years.

The tri—colored plate with designs of a moon surrounded by eight stars, which
was recovered from the tomb of Zhang Wenju, has pushed the introduction of tri—col-
ored objects back to the early Tang dynasty, more than 20 years earlier than previ—
ously thought

Tri—colored objects reached their height during the heyday of the Tang dynasty.
The recovered animal guardians, Heavenly Guardians and the misty blue porcelain
are all priceless artifacts. Theses objects and the various pottery figures of human
have provided materials for the study of cultural exchange, national amalgamation,
the history of material culture, and burial customs, etc.

Key words: Luoyang City; Hongshan Township; Tang tombs; Epigraph
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