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Preface

Education is short for nurture, moralization and ethical
instructions. Education is to teach young people the lessons and
stories of their ancestral people in order that the young people can
learn progressively, think rationally and actualize prudently by
interpreting the phenomenon and analyzing the problems of the
stories taught.

Education is a process of instruction and implementation.
People can get some positive elements from stories through
elaborative interpretation. And then, with their own life experience,
they can gradually form their systematic values and outlook on life.

Education is an important and necessary way to promte the
achievement of people. Geneally, education can be divided into three
parts: family education, school education and social education.
Among which family education is the most fundamental. Family
education is the source to form one’s outlook, and it is also the base
to shape the words and deeds of people. In China, many
distinguished and noble families have strict family regulations to
guide the words and deeds of their descendants.

School education is the teaching process based on the ethics
teachings , knowledge acquiring and doubts interpreting. On the basis
of the existing family education of the students, the teachers make
further standardized instruction or rectify those wrong words and
deeds with the Chinese traditional thoughts and values, especially
Confucian thoughts.



Social education is a compulsive regulation for those ill-
mannered conducts or deficiencies of family education and school
education. Social education is carried out by legal sanctions and
public condemnation.

In the traditional education system in China, the oral or written
stories are often used to guide people forward achieving this goal and
creating moral people. People can learn positive and optimistic ideas
from the stories, and they can avoid their misconduct from the
lessons of the stories.

There are 30 classic educational idiomatic stories selected for
this book. They are arranged in three parts Stimulating for Learning,
Reflecting from Behaviors, and Keeping to Promises. In each story,
illustrative pictures are included to help the readers understand the
story.

This book is composed as an English-Chinese bilingual version.
The English version is in modern language to facilitate the foreign
readers’ understanding of Chinese conventional stories and their
learning of profound Chinese culture. Thanks should be given to Lady
Luo Qiao-li and Yu Xia-fei for their hard-working in the compliling,
translating and picture-drawing of this book.

Any comments and suggestions are welcomed.

By Li Jian-jun

al Hong-Ru-Ko in Zhejiang Normal University, Jinhua, China
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1. Three Enlightening Moves of Residence

[ Idiomatic Story ] One of the great thinkers, statesmen and
educators during the Warring States period was named
Mencius. His father died when he was very young. It
was his mother who supported the family by spinning
and weaving, and they lived a very simple and poor
life. His mother was a virtuous woman, not only
diligent but also intelligent. She hoped that Mencius
would study hard for a promising future. Mencius,
however, was a naughty boy. He always thought of
playing with the children from his neighbors instead of
spending any efforts on his study. Scoldings and
punishments failed completely to change him. In order
to separate Mencius from the other children from the
neighbor, a new idea of residence-moving came to his
mother’'s mind. Mencius’s mother found a house with
no peers to be Mencius’ playmates, and they moved to
the newly found house. Mencius still could not settle
down to his study. He often went out playing alone. His
mother thought the surrounding was not better, and
wanted to move again. Mencius’s mother found an out-
of-the-way house with no neighbors, it was nearby a
graveyard. On All Soul’s Day, many people came to the
graveyard to sacrifice to their ancestors. Mencius could
not help sneaking out to play. In the following days,
Mencius went out secretly to imitate that the people



