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Forewords

The famous US landscape architect John Simonds once published a corpus named 'Lessons', and one of the
articles in this book records the experience of Simonds's investigation to Beijing in 1939.

Simonds visited an architect surnamed Li whose ancestors once took part in planning of the Great Capital of Yuan
in Beijing, and the architect admired that Simonds came to Beijing to study landscape planning. He also briefly
introduced the planning thoughts of the Great Capital of Yuan to Simonds's group. According to architect Li, here
on this well-watered plain, was to be built a great city in which man would find himself in harmony with God, with
nature, and his fellow man. Throughout the capital were to be located reservoirs in the form of lakes and lagoons,
the soil formed their excavations to be shaped into enfolding hills, planted with trees and flowering shrubs collected
from the farthest reaches of his dominion. As for the matter of parks and open spaces, architect Li said the Khan
decreed that no separate parks were to be set aside. Rather, the whole of Ta-Tu would be planned as one great
inter-related garden-park, with palaces, temples, public buildings, homes and market places beautifully interspersed.
He also added that he was led to believe that Peking (now present day Beijing) was regarded by some who have
travelled here to be the most beautiful city of the world, which he could not know to be true. If so, it would be no
happenstance, for from the broadest concept to the least detail — it was planned that way.

Just like what architect Li mentioned, Beijing is indeed a great city, also a grand gorgeous garden capital.

With superior geographical condition, Beijing city is surrounded by mountains in the west, north and northeast
direction, and the southeast of the city is plain. There are 5 rivers in the city. Among them, the Yongding River
has constant change of course in history, thus formed the vast alluvial fan plain here and has left dozens of old
river courses. These old water courses then evolved into lakes with different scales, some even transformed into
underground water streams and overflowed to the ground to form springs.

At the same time, Beijing has a history of 3000 years of city construction. As architect Li said, the Great Capital
of Yuan has integrated the artificial construction and the natural environment perfectly. And when it came to Qing
Dynasty, the integration of labor and nature is even more perfect in Beijing city. People built the 'Three Hills and
Five Gardens' in the northwest of the city, so that the catchments of the West Mountain and Yuquan Mountain could
join numerous springs together, and formed the lakes in these royal gardens. Then, water was introduced into the
city through the Sorghum River, and thus a series of lakes inside the city are connected. Plenty of palatial gardens,
temples and mansions of monarch were built in the waterfront, which makes the water bank an important open
space for the whole city. The river system in the city heads for the east and connects to the Grand Canal, which
makes the nature environment inside and outside the city into a coherent and complete system, which takes the
charge of compound functions including the regulation of rain flood, city water supply, water transport, irrigation,
providing public space, sightseeing function and shaping the cityscape. As the basic unit of urban living, Siheyuans
are paved in the city with chessboard structure. Uniformed as they are in appearance, we can still see unique
landscape and stories in each different courtyard. There are big trees thriving in each courtyard, as if they were
telling the history of each family. If we have a bird's eye view from the air, Beijing will be completely covered in the
green ocean.



However, with the population increase and the urban construction development, the environment of Beijing has
been changing rapidly. The ancient moat has already disappeared, together with many lakes and ponds in the city.
Beijing has changed even more fast and violent since the rapid urbanization. Low Siheyuans have been replaced by
skyscrapers, and Hutongs of walking scale also became broad roads for vehicles. Apart from the Old City, the urban
construction in Beijing has been spreading to the surrounding area, invading the fields, forests and wetlands. As a
result, the holistic natural system both inside and outside the city is blocked, active public space is disappearing, and
the unlimited expansion of transportation facilities make the city constantly cut by express ways. We cannot deny that the
city has gradually lost its humanized scale, and it has also gradually lost its inherent personality and characteristics.

In face of the city fracture problems of natural systems and the broken public space, as landscape architects,
urban planners, architecture educators and researchers, we see huge opportunities to maintain the existing natural
environment and garden greenways, use the river courses, disused railways and open lands in Beijing to reform the
city fast traffic roads and construct several green corridors in order to form a complete green ecological network in
the city, and remold integrated natural system and public space system in Beijing.

This green ecological network can reconstruct the continuous natural system running throughout the city, so that
the artificial construction of the city can be organically integrated with the natural environment. The network can
connect and stitch the city divided by all kinds of infrastructure, and form a public space system in Beijing. What's
more, the network can carry more colorful urban life styles and become the supporter of slow travel system,
sightseeing, recreation and sports, and it will turn into a place for people to cognize and experience the city. It can
also bring more business opportunities in the surrounding areas to promote the vitality of the communities in the
neighborhood. Above all, the network is a significant ecological infrastructure in the city, which plays key roles in
rain and flood management, climate regulation, ecological corridors, biological habitat construction and biodiversity
conservation, etc.

This collection includes our researches and thinking of greenways and the construction of ecological corridor
network in Beijing. It is without doubts that imagination is always easy, while implementation is always faced with
great difficulties and uncertainties. But we can see that any great city in the world was finally built up based on the
imaginations in the beginning, just like the construction of the Great Capital of Yuan.

In the article about Beijing from 'Lessons’, Simonds concluded that: If you want to plan a great city, you need to
learn to plan gardens first, for the principles of both are the same.

Essentially, our research is to explore a way to improve a city in the way of planning gardens, and we do hope that

our research results may enlighten the future construction and development in Beijing.

Wang Xiangrong
January, 2018
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Our subject is one of the 'Green Beijing Research Series' ongoing. We aim to grasp the frontiers of the
human settlement environment subject, and then build a comprehensive research framework based
on the research of landscape planning and design at first hand on China, integrating subjects of urban
planning, architectural design, landscape history, ecological environment, vegetation landscape and garden
engineering as a whole.

Our subject mainly focuses on the well-known 'Three Hills and Five Gardens' area in the northwestern
suburb of Beijing. The region is richly endowed by nature with unique geographical environment, and it
has become the most important water source and natural ecological barrier to maintain survival since the
construction of Beijing began. With the constructions of royal gardens and palace museums since the
prosperous period of Qing Dynasty, the area has gradually become the most concentrated area of natural
and cultural heritage in Beijing. It is also the representative of the perfect fusion of urban and landscape
in the traditional Chinese human habitat concept, which can be regarded as a world-class masterpiece of
human and nature.

Since the establishment of People's Republic of China, although the protection of historic parks represented
by Summer Palace and Yuan Ming Yuan has referred to a considerable height in the previous overall
planning of Beijing, it cannot be ignored that the "Three Hills and Five Gardens' area has almost never been
considered as a whole. Recently, with the further expansion of urban construction in Beijing, the functions
undertaken by this area are becoming more and more complex. We can see that the overall landscape
pattern in this area is gradually disintegrated, which is regretful no less than the destruction of Beijing Old
City. Problems about how to fully explore and actively protect the natural and cultural value of the area, and
how to gradually improve the environmental quality have become extremely complex and significant in the
future development in Beijing.

Therefore, we hope to actively use advanced theories and scientific analysis methods in the fields of
landscape ecology network construction, city historical landscape cognition, greenway planning and
construction, combining our research with actual situations, and then propose forward-looking and feasible
plans of green space promotion and cultural landscape pattern reconstruction.
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