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Unit 1 Basic Information of China

Text A

A Panoramic View of China

Since the introduction of economic reforms in 1978, China’s economy has been one of the
world’s fastest-growing. As of 2016, China is the world’s second-largest economy by nominal GDP

and largest by purchasing power parity. Currently, as the engine of the international economy and the

factory of worldwide industry, China is the largest developing

country in the world. Covering the third largest territory in the world,

she owns more than five-thousand-year history with the population of

over 1.3 billion. Her extensive inland offers the rich and colorful -

culture and customs. She is the home and cradle®” of dragon,

papermaking, printing, compass, powder, the Great Wall, terra cotta

warriors and calligraphy, etc. She is the hometown of Confucianism ‘ ‘

and Taoism. China oi
Impression &

China covers an area of 9.6 million square kilometers and

18,000-kilometer continental coastline and owns 34 provincial-level
administration zones. Additionally, the natural philosophy also shows her charms in mental depth.
China is an elegant country for her traditional accumulation® in culture, politics, economy,
diplomacy and lifestyle. To some extent, she is hard to understand in comparison with western world.
But with her long history and stories, she is surely different from western world. As one of the cradles
of miracles and wonders, China is always the top priority for you if you want to feel the freshness and

mysteriousness.
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China is one of the four countries with time-honored and splendid@) history and civilization all
around the world. Five-thousand-year recorded history offers diverse evidences to show her
most-advanced civilization on earth. China’s characters are the oldest characters with endless

dynamics@

and popularity. They are still being extensively used and welcomed all the time when
other old languages die out. Furthermore, they are also quickly popularized and accepted in other
countries as the Confucius Institutes” are established in sequence in the world. The movement of
learning Chinese has been quickly launched and enlarged. It is the first language spoken by the
largest population and one of the five official languages in the UN. Thanks to China’s written
language, most of the important historical events were recorded: China’s culture could be maintained
in her characters; the intangible® materials and visible heritages could be succeeded and understood
by new generations. China takes a very important position in culture, history, art, architecture and
customs. What’s more, the diversity"” of China’s local thought and culture characterizes her overall

culture and features.

Notes
@ cradle n. 21, Kt ® Confucius Institute  FL 2%
@ accumulation n. £ ® intangible adj. LIEH
® splendid adj. L1 @ diversity n. ZFEAE

@ dynamics n. ZhH)
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Passage 1 \

Symbols of China (1) Giant Panda

A Giant Panda is an adorable creature, a kind of
animal representing friendship and peace in diplomatic
affairs. Panda is considered the conservation reliant
endangered species that can only be found in China
region, especially in western China like Sichuang and

Shannxi provinces. Literally known as a “black and white

cat-foot” creature, a giant panda is easily recognized by
its large, distinctive black patches around the eyes, over the ears and across its round body.

Owning to its special living environment and adorable appearance, it becomes one of China’s

national emblems and the symbol of World Wide Fund for Nature.

Passage 2 \

Symbols of China (2) The Great Wall

The Great Wall is considered the symbol of
China and the wisdom of Chinese people. The
construction of the Great Wall began in the 5
century BC. It is a series of fortifications made of
stone, brick, tamped earth, wood and other

materials. As a spectacular defensive structure, it

was built to keep intruders from entering the
mainland.

The steady stone fortification was inscribed into the list of the World Cultural Heritage Site
by UNESCO in 1987. Badaling, Mutianyu and Simatai sections within Beijing area are the most

famous ones.
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l Exercise 1 \

2. Which period of Chinese history impresses you most?

3. What similarities does Chinese culture have with the Western culture?

II. Translation

L PEA 13422 A0, 2R ERARR RS EK. KRR EIL B i
F—ES5, MRt E TR RO HR

2. In the long course of history, Chinese people have always striven for better and shared
development opportunities, conditions and benefits. In ancient times, China was for
long the world leader in agriculture, and contributed to human progress with

extraordinary development achievements.

2. ...with endless dynamics and popularity...

3. ... extensively used ...
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Chinese Ethnic Groups

China’s population is over the other countries in the world, and the efforts of different ethnic
groups contribute a lot to her glorious and diverse historic achievements. As a large united
multi-national state, China is composed of 56 ethnic groups. Among them Han Chinese accounts for
91.51% of the overall Chinese population and the other 55 make up the remaining 8.49% according
to the Sixth National Population Census® of 2010. As the combined population of these other
minorities is far fewer than that of the Han people, they form the 55 minorities of China.

These ethnic groups share China’s vast land but at the same time many live in their individual

communities. The relationships between them have been formed over many years.

Chinese Han People

With a population of 1225.9 million, the Han Chinese can be found in almost every part of
China. However, they mainly live in the middle and lower reaches of the Yellow River, Yangtze River,
the Pearl River and also in the Northeast Plain Region (Songliao Plain). They form the largest ethnic
group within China and also the largest in the world. The Han people have their own distinctive”

way of life.

Minority ethnic groups

Although they make up only a small proportion© of the overall Chinese population, the
fifty-five minority ethnic groups are
distributed  extensively  throughout
different regions of China. The regions
where they are most concentrated are
Southwest China, Northwest China and
Northeast China. No matter whether it is
Inner Mongolia, Xinjiang, Ningxia,
Guangxi, Tibet, Yunnan, Guizhou, Gansu,
Hubei or other provinces, one can find

Chinese minorities. From the areas listed
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above, the greatest number of minorities can be found in Yunnan Province where 25 ethnic groups
live. Zhuang has more than 16 million people accounting for the largest among the minority ethnic
groups.

In order to ensure that the 56 Chinese ethnic groups live together in harmony, the government
introduced a series of policies including ones to secure the equality and unity of ethnic groups, give
regional autonomy@ to ethnic minorities and promote respect for the faith and customs of ethnic
groups. Among these the policy of regional autonomy for minorities is the most fundamental. Under
this policy, five autonomous regions, Inner Mongolia, Xinjiang, Guangxi, Ningxia and Tibet, as well
as numerous autonomous prefecturesﬁ’\, counties, nationality townships@ and towns have been set
up. With guidance(’f’ from the Chinese government, the minorities in areas that have been given
regional autonomy are entitled” to deal with their own affairs. Together with the Han people, the

Chinese minorities are making great efforts to build a prosperous China.

Notes

@ census n. A& ® prefecture n. X, HX
@ distinctive adj. JFFI ©® township n. /P

@ proportion n. ¥4;, HLA @ guidance n. &5

@ autonomy n. Hifi ® entitle v. Zeeeeer BUF)
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Passage 1 \

The Han people

Han people originally ruled and influenced China during the Han Dynasty, beginning in 206
BC. Arts and science flourished during that time, which was often
referred to as the Golden Age of China. This period introduced
Buddhism, saw the spread of Confucianism and Taoism and further
developed the use of Chinese characters in writing. This was also
the start of the Silk Road route that established trade between China

and many nations far to the west. The Yellow River in China is

considered by the Han people as the cradle of their civilization, from

where Han culture began and spread outwardly.

5

Passage

Chinese Names

Family Name

Altogether some 22,000 family names have been used in
China, but over time some of them have become reserved and
only 3,500 are commonly used nowadays. The most popular three
are Li, Wang and Zhang, respectively occupying about 7.9%,
7.4% and 7.1% of the whole Chinese population.

Compound Surname

A Chinese compound surname is a Chinese surname using

more than one character. Many of these surnames derive from
noble and official titles, professions, place names and other areas, to serve for a purpose. Some are
originally non-Han, while others were created by joining two one-character family names. Only a

few of these names (e.g. Ouyang, Shangguan, Sima, Situ) survive in modern times.
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l Exercise 2 \

1. Han Dynasty
2. Golden Age of China
3. Silk Road route

4. Yellow River

II. Translation

1. Before the founding of the People’s Republic of China in 1949, the ethnic groups of
Xinjiang suffered oppression from invading foreign forces, the feudal exploiting class

and the privileged religious hierarchy.
2. KILK, Rane m AL TAE, RIRVISEA H2HE, RELW, SR
A, Rt NRAEAE, (RERIKEGHD, RS RN RKEARF.

III. Writing

Choose three out of five from the words given below to complete the passage.
(consistent  consequence  major majority assimilated)

The degree of variation between ethnic groups is also not (1) . Many ethnic
groups are described as having unique characteristics from other minority groups and from the
dominant Han people, but there are also some that are very similar to the Han (2)
group. Most Hui Chinese are indistinguishable from Han Chinese except for the fact that they
practice Islam, and most Manchu people are considered mainly (3) into dominant

Han society.
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Yangtze River and the Yellow River

Yangtze River

Winding about 3,964 miles, Yangtze River is the largest river in China and the third largest river
in the world after the Nile in Africa and the Amazon in South America. Originating from the
Tanggula Range in Qinghai Province in western China, it traverses” eleven provinces and cities
from west to east, including Qinghai, Tibet, Sichuan, Yunnan, Chongqing, Hubei, Hunan, Jiangxi,

Anhui, Jiangsu and Shanghai. Finally, it pours into the East China Sea at Shanghai.

As the largest water system in
China, Yangtze River is historically,
economically and culturally important
to the country. It has numerous

tributaries®

including Min River, Han
River, Jialing River, Gan River and
Huangpu River. The Three Gorges Dam
on the river is the largest dam project
and hydropower station in the world.
Generally, people consider the river a dividing line between North China and South China. Areas to
the north and the south of the river have many differences in climate, scenery and economy. The
Yangtze River is rich in breathtaking® scenery and diverse culture.

The Yangtze’s gorges are the highlights@ on the river’s course. Tiger Leaping Gorge, on the
Upper Yangtze, is the deepest gorge in the world, with mountains towering 4,000 meters (13,000 ft)
above it, and steep cliffs of 2,000 meters (6,600 ft) on its sides. The Three Gorges on the Yangtze’s

middle reaches are famously beautiful, with relaxing cruises and pretty side gorges to be explored.

The Yellow River

The Yellow River is one of China’s major rivers, second only in length and importance to the
Yangtze River. The Yellow River begins in West China’s Qinghai Plateau® then wanders around
northern China until it empties into the Bohai Sea in Shandong Province.

While the river runs through some beautiful scenery, it is not conducive? to the multi-day cruise
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that the Yangtze is famous for, though short cruises are always a possibility on major cities along the
river’s route to the sea. The river runs turbulently"?" through deep gorges in West China. Along the
way, the river picks up the colored silt? that gives it its name as the current becomes smoother as it
moves into East China. The silt is hard on boat engines as well as the turbines of hydroelectric plants
that span the river.

Before there weren’t bridges and motor boats, the Chinese crossed the river on rafts, usually
made from specially-treated pig and sheep skins that were inflated and then tied together. About 9 to
12 skins were used on each raft, which usually carried no more than four or five people. Sometimes

the skins were lashed to a simple wooden frame to make the raft more floatable.

Notes
@ traverse v. HiBl, Fik ® plateau n. &R
@ tributary n. i ® conducive adj. FHilfl, ATl
®) breathtaking adj. TN, 2 N#zH @ turbulently adv. XL

@ highlight n. Z2H, 5 ® silt n. W



