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@‘\FAMILIES AND FRIENDS
K AFIRRAK

FAMILIES AROUND THE WORLD
XK & f

F I Yhe idea of a family seems to exist in
every culture around the world, but
that doesn’t mean that the word ‘family’

has the same meaning everywhere. In fact,

different cultures understand the word
‘family’ in different ways. One important
difference in the way families are seen is

the difference between the ‘nuclear family’

and the ‘extended family’. A ‘nuclear

- family’ only has two generations who live

: together, i.e. the mother and father and their
children. Most families in Western Europe

. are probably nuclear families. In some cases,
. if the mother (or sometimes, father) is not

: married or is divorced we talk about a ‘one-
parent family’. An ‘extended family’ usually
: has three generations who live together or
very near to each other, i.e. one or more

nuclear family



children, their parents and their
grandparents. In some places an
extended family might include
both sets of grandparents or even |
other relatives such as aunts or
uncles.

There are many other interesting
differences in the way families
are organised around the world.
In some Arab countries, for
example, it is possible for a

man to have more than one
wife, though this doesn’t

seem to happen very often these days. In
other countries, in some parts of India, for
example, it is normal for the parents to
decide who their children will marry. This is
known as an ‘arranged marriage’. You can

actually see some of the different ideas about

the family in th bul f the 1 -, s ’
5 i A 5, L : to the library or doing an Internet search.

This might be because they want to have a

In English, for example, there are not so
many words to describe different members
of the family as there are in Urdu (one

of the languages of Pakistan) or Chinese.
English only has the words ‘grandfather’

and ‘grandmother’, but other languages have :

words to show the difference between ‘my
mother’s father’ and ‘my father’s father’.

In some ways the family has become less
important in England in recent years. People
often move to different towns or cities to
study or for work so it is easy for them

to lose touch with relatives such as aunts,
uncles and cousins. We have a joke in my
family that the only time we all see each

A extended family

: other is at weddings and funerals! But that
: doesn’t mean that the family is dead. More
. and more people in the UK seem to be

interested in family history and in finding
out more about their ancestors by going

: stronger sense of family than they have in
- their everyday lives.

"WORDg e

divorced od. EFH EEEN %
arranged marriage B SR ¢
funeral £

ancestor %

sense Wz, ‘iR




FRIENDS

A

riend is my favourite word in the

English language because friendship
is very important to me. I am sure that the
word ‘friend’ must exist in every language
and in some ways it is a very easy word
to understand. If you really think about it,
however, you might agree with me that we
need different words to describe different
kinds of friend. I think there are at least three
different types of friend.

1 Friends with the same background
These are friends who at some time in your

A

- life did the same things as you. Perhaps you
. played together when you were very small,

: or perhaps you went to the same school or

: lived in the same street. Your lives have gone
in different directions and the only thing you
: have in common now is your background.

. It’s fun to see these friends from time to

: time and tell stories about what you used to

do, but if you saw each other more often you

- would find it difficult to make conversation.

: 2 Friends with the same interests

These are friends who have the same hobby




or interest as you. Perhaps you play in the
same football team or basketball team. You
can have good conversations with these
friends because you have the same interests,
and you have learnt something about their
character by playing sport or music with
them or sharing some other interest with
them. You can learn a lot about people by,
for example, playing a sport with them.

You can find out if the person is honest,
dependable, unselfish, and so
on. With this kind of friend you |
can have a lot of fun, but you
probably wouldn’t talk to them
about your feelings or some
problem you have.

3 The close friend

A close friend might, or might
not, be someone who has

the same background and/or
interests as you, but you have
more in common than your

background or interests. You think about
things in a similar way, you laugh at the

. same things, and you trust each other totally.
: Even when you haven’t seen each other for

a long time you feel natural and relaxed
and you talk easily, or perhaps you say very

. little, but without feeling embarrassed.

. Perhaps there should be three different

words for these three different types of

: friend. On the other hand, it doesn’t matter
: what language you speak, the idea of a

‘friend’ is understood throughout the world.

exist V. =F&E

hobby n. VB ;
dependable adj. TEHN i
unselfish adj. TEFM

on the other hand




THE STORY OF GREENBOY AND REDBOY
LB THhEETHRF

he green tribe and the red tribe had

hated each other for as long as anyone
could remember. Nobody could remember
how the first war between them had started,
but the green tribe knew that it was the red
tribe’s fault and the red tribe knew it was
the green tribe’s fault. Even the history

teachers couldn’t remember how the war had *

started, but they knew the other tribe had

done something seriously wrong. As soon as

: they could read and write, at about the age of
. seven, the children of each tribe were taught
: that the other tribe were dangerous and

: nasty. The tribes were not at war any more,
but there was no contact between them and,
: according to the laws of each tribe, nobody

: was allowed to speak to anyone from the

other tribe.

: The border between the green tribe’s
. territory and the red tribe’s territory was

marked by a stream. One
day, it happened that two
children, one from the
green tribe and one from
the red tribe, wandered
away from their families
and met, by chance, by
the stream. They were only
five years old, so neither
Greenboy nor Redboy had
learnt to read or write.
They hadn’t been taught
to hate the other tribe, and
they didn’t know about
the law that they shouldn’t
speak to each other. They
looked at each other in
surprise and, then, using
sign language, decided

to have a swimming race
from one bank to the other.



Greenboy was not a good
swimmer, so Redboy

was soon a long way in
front of Greenboy. When
Redboy turned round, he
saw that Greenboy was
in danger. Greenboy was
drowning. Redboy swam
back and took hold of
Greenboy and helped him
to swim back to his own
side of the river.

Greenboy went back to
his tribe, and Redboy
went back to his tribe. Years passed and
Greenboy and Redboy started school. On :
their first day at school they both had history : The red tribe and the green tribe decided
lessons in their different schools. The green : that they needed to teach children to hate
history teacher explained to Greenboy that : the other tribe from the age of three.

Story ending 2:

the red tribe were dangerous and nasty and  : ” P
the red history teacher explained to Redboy : ory ending >
that the green tribe were dangerous and ‘ It’s up to you...!

nasty. Both boys were surprised. Greenboy

told the green history teacher about the WORD
day he had been saved by Redboy. Redboy . . W.W N & w ...... X

explained to the red history teacher that he
had met Greenboy and liked him.

N

: ! hate v R 1EIR
Here are some possible story endings. Sl fault n ok
— D1 nasty af.  SAWRE
Story ending 1: " contact . Bh BER
The red tribe and the green tribe realised : acc.ordmg " iR, =R
N territory n St St
how stupid they had been and made peace. s ¢ RE B
8 , IR7
Greenboy and Redboy became chiefs of ' pychance RS
their tribes and friends for life. © ' drown ! &I, RIE
: {  make peace ME =
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