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Foreword

If we are to count the cultural celebrities of modern Shanghai, Eileen Chang
must rank at the top. Her footprints spreaded across the former International
Settlement and the French Concession areas, and her literary and living spaces
were closely tied to the modern architecture of Shanghai.

The book, Eileen Chang’s Shanghai, is a literary map of Eileen Chang, span-
ning across 30 years of her life and career in the city. The book not only brings
back the history and memories of the bygone days but also leads us to the his-
toric structures of the city where she left her trace. Beautifully written, the book
gives us a peep into the highs and lows of Shanghai in the early 20th century.

Eileen Chang’s talent is compatible with the spirit of the city that nurtured
her. On the other hand, it is hard to talk of Shanghai without mentioning Eileen
Chang. The food and memories of the city can all be traced in her books.

The house on the south bank of the Suzhou Creek, where Eileen Chang was
born, was built between 1888 and 1901. It was specially designed for Li Hong-
zhang (Eileen Chang's great grandfather) by Albert Edmund Algar (1873-1926),
a Canadian neoclassical architect. A photograph of the house, entitled “House
of Li Hongzhang,” can be found in an English book on Shanghai, which was
published in 1908. Much has changed in years gone by. Today, we can only rely
on our rich imagination to picture what it might have looked like during Eileen
Chang's early days. After several renovations, the building now serves as the
community activity center. The entrance porch on the south was demolished,
and another building and a corridor were built in the south garden.

Eileen Chang spent six years of her middle and high school life at the St.
Mary’s Hall Girls School. The campus of the former aristocratic girls’ school is
now a towering urban mixed-use complex — the Raffles City Changning. Histo-
ry has been condensed in a corner where only the original chapel remains along
with the bell tower. Except for the additional layer over the bell tower, the chapel
manages to retain a piece of Eileen Chang’s memory as penned in her articles.
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However, the teaching buildings, the dormitory and the dining hall were all de-
molished and rebuilt. The corridor, which went around the central courtyard, was
gone. Fortunately, a pair of pictures of different times in the book may help in
restoring some of the original structure that existed during Eileen Chang’s time.

The St. John’s University is today the Changning campus of East China Uni-
versity of Political Science and Law. The campus, protected as Shanghai immov-
able cultural relics, almost completely retains the architecture and appearance of
the past. Although Eileen Chang only studied here for a few months, her trails
can still be traced. The trees on the campus have grown bigger. Like most of the
schools founded by the church, it used to have a “Chinese” roof capped over
the Western-style construction. Now, it features an Asian-European architecture
with Chinese decorations. Most of the buildings in the early 20th century were
designed by Atkinson & Dallas, the most prestigious British architecture firm
in Shanghai at that time. In 1929, Chinese architect Fan Wenzhao (Robert Fan)
helped to design the Activity Room on the campus. All are finely preserved. Mi-
nor changes have been made on certain buildings, for instance, some buildings
have been renamed. The chapel built in 1884 was pulled down and a library
was built on the original plot in 1980. Most of the roofs and memorial archways
though look different after many renovations, still retain the original structure.
The Gezhi Building regained its upturned eaves after the latest renovation in 2018.
In 2019, the campus was upgraded as the National Cultural Relics Unit under the
protection of the government.

The book also mentions several apartment buildings where Eileen Chang
lived, such as the Kinnear Apartments, Chonghua Apartments, Carlton Apart-
ments and the Eddington House.

The Eddington House on Changde Road is perhaps the most well-known of
the above buildings, where fans of Eileen Chang can pay their tribute and read
her books in the café downstairs. This Art Deco apartment building built in 1936
was designed by Gan Shaoming (Eric Byron Cumine) with Cumine & Co., a
British architectural firm.

In 1939, Eileen Chang moved to the Eddington House with her mother and
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aunt. In 1942, she returned from Hong Kong after the outbreak of the war in Pa-
cific, and moved into the same building again with her aunt. During the years
she lived in the Eddington House, she became one of the most popular writers
in town. Here, she fell in love and married Hu Lancheng, only to go through an
emotional turmoil later. Her first marriage then came to an end. It is not diffi-
cult for us to imagine the gamut of emotions she may have experienced in this
apartment. As so much happened in the Eddington House, she missed the place
a great deal in her later years.

Many of the places described in Eileen Chang’s novels have gone through
varied fortunes — some retained only in record books, others unrecognizable, few
others surviving with new names. Very few of them have been well preserved.

Eileen Chang's Shanghai allows these memories to continue as we live through
her works.

There are many books about the history and culture of Shanghai but this is
one of the rare works that combine literature and architecture, giving readers a
fresh new angle in appreciating Eileen Chang’s writings. Her depiction gives a
poetic touch to these buildings in Shanghai.

At the same time, it also serves as a guide to Shanghai’s modern architecture.
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