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A Visiting Hurman Settlernents of the World

The Profile

Dr. Zhao Wanmin, was born in Langzhong, Sichuan Province in February, 1955. Zhao is the Professor and Director
of PhD Program of Urban Planning and Design in the Faculty of Architecture and Urban Planning, Chongqing University.
Also Zhao is the Director of Department of Human Settlement Science Research in Mountainous Region, Chongqing

University.

In July 1982, Zhao got the Bachelor’s Degree of Urban Planning and Design, and also in December 1988, he got
the Master’s Degree at same field in Chongqing University. From October 1987 to October 1988, Zhao, as an exchange
graduate student, studied at the school of architecture, University of Manitoba of Canada. From February 1992 to March
1996, Zhao studied at School of Architecture and got PhD Degree of Urban Planning and Design in Tsinghua University.
From October 2000 to January 2001, Zhao worked in Samapa Company as a senior visiting scholar under the “50

Architects in French Grogram™ in Paris.

Zhao Wanmin is the Vice Chairman of the Urban Planning Society of China, the Chairman of the Academic
Committee of Urban and Rural Planning in Mountain Region of China, the Vice Chairman of the Nation Urban Planning

Education Steering Committee, the Vice Chairman of Chongqing Urban Planning Society.

Zhao’s main academic field is urban planning and Design, and the special area is human settlement science research in
mountainous regions. He has gained 17 scientific research founds of national and ministerial levels, which had supported
his group research works gloriously. Zhao has published 9 books and more than 150 papers. Zhao presided over 80 urban
planning and design projects in the southwest part of China and the Three Gorges regions. Moreover, he won the Science
and Technology Progress Award of National Ministry of Education twice, Science and Technology Award of Ministry of
Land and Resources once, Chongging Science and Technology Progress Award once, Chongqing Teaching Achievement

Award once, and won the Planning and Design Engineering Awards of Provincial and Ministerial levels for six times.

In addition, Zhao Wanmin also has been the First Patch of Chongqing's Young and Middle-aged Experts with
Outstanding Contributions in Science Research, Chongqing “Two Rivers Scholar”Award, the Excellent Scientific Talent
of Urban Planning Society of China, and the Outstanding Scientific and Technological Worker of the Seventh National

Congress of the China Association for Science and Technology.
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A Visiting Hurman Settlements of the World

Preface

Wu Liangyong

Professor Zhao Wanmin's 4 Visiting Human Settlements of the World is going to publish soon and 1 was invited to
write the preface.

In the book, a series of sketches from different parts of the world is presented, and | am happy to see some of the places
we visited together are also included.

Beauty is life; human settlement is the appreciation of beauty and artistic creation centered with human’s life and
the combination of urban planning, architecture and landscape. The divine lands and eternal rivers has constructed
countless cities, counties and roads. Zhuangzi once said: The ultimate greatness has no boundaries. The ultimate smallness
has no limitations. The architect should have a big heart and a keen eye all the time to improve the cultural and artistic
accomplishment and stimulate individual creativity.

Seeing ZhaoWanmin’s paintings, I can’t help thinking of 1993, when my old classmate Professor Zhao Changgeng
led me and Zhao Wanmin to an investigation of the Three Gorges Region. We visited Wanxian, Fengdu, Wushan and other
places. Zhao Wanmin’s doctoral dissertation focused on the Three Gorges Region is also determined on that investigation.
Unfortunately, a lot of scenic spots we visited have sunk into the water now and can only be seen in Zhao's sketching, 1

can’t help but mourning for what we have lost.

Mar.16, 2017
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Architectural painting is one of the basic qualities of our industry, but also often becomes architects’ and planners’
personal hobby and lifelong cultivation. When I was a teenager, I studied a little calligraphy. I like painting however I have
never received any systematic training before college. According to the ancients, calligraphy and painting are derived from
the same origin. I personally believe that the ink charm and art, aesthetic orientation and artistic conception of calligraphy
are interlinked with painting, which is a great help for my study of painting and even the later cultivation of professional
accomplishments.

In September 1978, 1 started to study in the Department of Architecture of Chongqing University ( formerly Institute
of Architecture and Engineering of Chongqing). In early 1980s, computers were not popular in architectural education.
Due to objective limitations, students had to be very skillful in basic qualities including line drawing and color expression.
At that time, all architectural engineering schools had attached great importance to the construction of painting (sketch
and watercolor) courses. Professional teachers also had good architectural painting techniques and graphic processing
abilities. In the country, education orientation of architecture and urban planning advocated the intergration of painting
skills and creative thinking. In 1979, architectural academia launched the first edition of Architectural Sketches with
exquisite printings. It included categories of pen, watercolor, gouache, rendering paintings, which had a profound influence
on architecture students. At the time of the Cultural Revolution, due to the lack of information, this Architectural Sketches
was one of the rare enlightening textbooks for students to understand and learn architecture and urban form, color, space
performance and the vitality of lines. In this book, students enjoyed and appreciated works of predecessors such as Liang
Sicheng, Yang Tingbao, Tong Jun and Li Jianchen. Therefore, after the Cultural Revolution, college students can also
learn about the academic thoughts and experiences of these predecessors, and began to have a promising start in learning
methods and professional fields gradually. During the college study, my painting skills benefited from the guidance of
Professor Yu Wenzhi, Professor Zhao Changgeng, Professor Ma Ruqi and Professor Qi Deyan and it benefits my lifetime.

In the autumn of 1987, I studied at the School of architecture of University of Manitoba as an exchange postgraduate,
which enabled me to have the opportunity to come into contact with the wider world, and realized the greatness and
richness of western architectural culture and urban space. Architectural education in North American colleges and
universities attaches great importance to the cultivation and guidance of students' drawing ability, especially the
appreciation of students” artistic talents and accomplishments. The difference is that the training time of the painting class
is limited, and the students’ artistic appreciation and thinking training are guided and promoted in the bigger environment
of city history and architecture. I saw architecture students having their architecture history class in the Acropolis so they

can better understand and feel in person. In the Le Louvre Museum, it is not rare to see professors lecture on history,
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cultural and artistic features of ancient Egypt and their influences on ancient Greece and Rome and later inheritance and
development of Europe. In the 80s of last century, China was definitely far behind compared to current economic capacity
and international openness. World history courses of architecture and urban planning were largely confined in the classroom
and books. I am very envious of today's college students. In ~ “ernational environment, they have a broader vision to
absorb architectural and urban art nutrition on a worldwide scale and a better possibility to conduct spot investigations
and experience the world's historical context and key scene nodes. Because book learning and real space experience of
architecture and cities are completely different. Therefore, I am still very thankful to the leaders and teachers who sent
me overseas and in the meantime [ am very grateful for Professor Tomas Hadny, the dean of the School of Architecture
of University of Manitoba, who not only chose me as the exchange student and provided every possible help for my
enrollment but also held a solo exhibition of watercolor painting for me and made the opening speech. Canadian professors
and students’ recognition on my painting ability and artistic sense made me very proud as a Chinese student. This valuable
experience plays a very important role in promoting my academic development. During the study in Canada, I visited some
cities and regions in Canada and the United States in holidays, and formed a clearer understanding of the development of
modern western architecture and urban planning.

In the spring of 1992, 1 was admitted to the School of Architecture of Tsinghua University, as a doctoral student
with full-time study. It's a lifelong honor to be a student of Mr. Wu Liangyong. | wrote in the postscript of my doctoral
dissertation: Guided by Professor Wu Liangyong, 1 have accomplished the enlightenment from techniques to thoughts.
The comprehensive artistic accomplishment of Academician Wu Liangyong nourishes his academic achievements, which
is fully reflected in his theoretical writings and works of urban planning and architectural design. Mr. Wu Liangyong
combined material space with art space of human settlements to explore the scientific solutions on the understanding of
essence of things. Especially in his later years, Mr. Wu combined professional thinking with painting and calligraphy and
explored China's sustainable development of human settlement environment from the intersection of philosophy, art and
science, which set inspiring examples for young students.

In the spring of 1993, Professor Wu Liangyong took me to investigate the Three Gorges and carried out my topic
selection of doctoral dissertation. Accompanied by professor Zhao Changgeng of Chongqing University, we four people
(Mr. Wu Liangyong, Mrs. Yao Tongzhen, Mr. Zhao Changgeng and Mr. Zhao Wanmin) took the ordinary ferry from
Chongqing Chaotianmen port along the Yangtze River for 12 days and visited Fuling, Fengdu, Zhongxian, Wanzhou,
Fengjie, Wushan, Dachang ancient town, Badong and Yichang and some historic sites, such as Shibaozhai, ZhangFei
temple. | have some understanding for the large-scale relocation work of city and town caused by the Three Gorges project
construction. Mr. Wu Liangyong and Mr. Zhao Changgeng were school classmates in the Centre College (Chongqing)
during the Anti Japanese war and had a deep friendship.Along the way, the two professor intermittently put forward and
exchange some academic knowledge and worry for the Three Gorges Project Construction and their common view is
that the reservoir construction brought large loss about ecological environment and historical and cultural relics to the
Three Gorges area and it would be irreparable. As a student, due to the shallow academic level and understanding, |
can not fully understand their dialogue and reflection on the depth of content, but was deeply affected by the humorous
atmosphere of their communication. Over the past 20 years, the scene was still visible before my eyes. In the process of

investigation, we visited the city planning and construction departments and understood the relevant situation of city (town)



for impending inundation and resettlement work. At the same time, Mr. Wu Liangyong used the intermittent time to do the
field investigation of the cities, towns and historical relics in the Three Gorges area. Along the way I saw Mr. Wu diligently
made wonderful sketches and watercolor paintings, which were nurtured by the breathtaking scenery of mountains and
rivers. Every time Mr. Wu painted I was there to learn and benefitted a lot spiritually and technically which made me feel
relaxed happy and beautiful.

After the investigation and back in Tsinghua, the college doctoral guidance team of Tsinghua decided that my doctoral
thesis took the Three Gorges Project and the construction of human settlements as the research direction. Later, during
1993-1994, Mr. Wu directed me to do field research and collect first-hand information in the Three Gorges reservoir
3 times. Using my learning method of my tutor, I tried to use a pen and ink sketch way to record the passing city and
building environment of Three Gorges Reservoir area. In the dissertation writing, Mr. Wu guided me: using the best
morning energy to carry on the innovation of writing text; using good afternoon energy to revise and supplement the work
of words and using the evening poor time to draw and design graphic and illustration. Mr. Wu taught me to do pen and
ink painting and other illustrations. Under the guidance of Mr. Wu, I gradually understood the structure and connotation
of "text, illustrations, photos, table” of research paper and also realized the strong academic performance caused by the
combination of city and building sketch and theoretical thinking. From then on, 1 began to love pen sketching. Learnt from
Mr. Wu, I started to bring pen and papers in my backpack. When I was on an academic tour or field trip. I tried to record
my inspirations into paintings. A slow sparrow should make an early start and hard-working making up for clumsiness.
Gradually, some accumulations have been formed. The earliest works of this album are the “sketches™ of city building
environment in the Three Gorges religion during my PhD study. Today, in the Three Gorges Reservoir religion, these
cities and buildings are no longer existing; most of them were sinking into the water with the upgrading of water level.
Correspondingly many paintings have become records of history.

In the spring of 2006, 10 years later after PhD graduation, I selected some sketches and planned to publish them. I
showed my collections to Mr.Wu, he said * it is not enough, you need more™. I proposed, “how about I paint 200 more
and choose 100 from them”™? he said, “you need to paint 200 more and choose 50 from them and guarantee all of them
are good”. Mr. Wu is noted for his rigorous scholarship and he also has the same restrict requirement of students. Mr. Wu
always told students that the academic achievement is spontaneously accomplished on the basis of earlier accumulation.
When water flows, a channel is formed. Students should learn to endure loneliness in the pursuit of academic accumulation.
In the meantime, Mr. Wu's painting and calligraphy art works have been published, such as "Wu Liangyong Pictcrial notes”
(sketch painting, watercolor painting, 2002, Beijing Sanlian Press), "Living art-Wu Liangyong calligraphy - painting -
sketch set" (2014, China Architecture & Building Press, people's Fine Arts Press). Mr. Wu immediately presented to me for
these valuable works of art books and I often repeated observation Mr. Wu's works, learn skills, think to absorb nutrition,
enhance the understanding of artistic vision and accomplishment and experience of rich and beautiful human settlements .

In 2016, another 10 years passed by, my pen sketch skill has been improved and I visited more cities and regions as
well. There is also some new progress on my cultural accomplishment. I showed Mr. Wu my new works and this time he
approved.

This collection contains part of my pen sketch works since 1993. Most of them are the actual feelings and records



