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Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, very good afternoon! On behalf of the
British Consulate-General here in Guangzhou, here in Shenzhen today, welcome to this
EtonX Discussion Forum on Modern Approaches to International Education. I am
delighted to open today’s international education event.
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00: 26—01: 15

The international education sector is an important focus for British Consulate-
General here in Southern China and for British Government throughout China. In 2015,
the British Consulate-General and UK Trade & Investment have held a number of
international schools’ workshops in Beijing, in Shanghai. And all of them have been
extremely well received by the industry. Just last month, I was in Changsha at a highly-
successful seminar on international education, which took place with a wide range of
British companies and investors involved. Today our purpose is to discuss best practice in
this fast-growing sector.
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Everyone here in one way or another is involved in ensuring the best educational

outcomes for Chinese students, often with higher education overseas as the goal. When
we think of Chinese students succeeding in accessing education overseas, it’s very easy to
focus solely on the academic aspects of that success. However, as our speakers from
Eton College and from EtonX will show, the Eton ethos is much broader than a focus on
pure academic achievement. I think they will demonstrate that a modern education, or a
modern approach to international education can and should ensure that the student is
allowed to develop to their fullest potential in all areas of their life. The goal of all
educators and for their students is not just a successful academic life, but a successful life
afterwards too, in whatever shape that may take.
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A%, B8 BEAFH 23,

02. 30—03. 45

Today we will hear how modern approaches are evolving, deploying educational
technology and digital content to help teachers teach and students learn in new and
different ways, but also hear how teaching itself can change to ensure that it’s the student
who is in control of their own learning, facilitated rather than directed by their teachers.
This afternoon is designed to be a cultural exchange between Eton College, possibly the
best-known school in the United Kingdom, and schools here in Shenzhen and from
Guangdong. The masters are all here very much to learn from their counterparts here in
China in the spirit of cultural cooperation through dialogue and ongoing learning. I hope
very much that you enjoy the opportunity to learn from each other. So thank you very
much for taking the time to listen to me this afternoon! I'll now hand over the floor back
to Simon to carry on with today’s proceedings. Thank you very much!
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I am very excited to be here today. I think education is one of those issues where it
doesn’t matter where our countries are on other issues, whether we agree or disagree.
One thing we all agree on is that education is so important for our children and for the
future generations of young people in our countries. And I think for that reason, this
event is very, very important. It is also a special event for me because in the former life
before 1 was a diplomat, I was a teacher. When I was a teacher, we didn’t have the
technology that we have today. We were still writing on blackboards and doing things in
a very old-fashioned way. I won’t even tell you how long ago that was because it was a
long time ago and I will give away my age I am afraid.
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But it is exciting to be here today to learn more about these new technologies that
are really helping young people learn better and learn more efficiently. Technology today
is advancing at such a fast pace I think we can hardly keep up with it. Apple has
introduced the iPhone 7. The other day, I went to Tencent to talk to the people at
WeChat. Just amazing all of the technology that is evolving today. 1 think it is
incumbent upon all of you as educators and administrators to try as best as you can to
keep up with that technology. Because you know that the young people that you are
teaching are going to be using that technology. So I think it is important for the teachers
and the professors and the administrators to be able to use that technology also.
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The Internet has really transformed our world in many, many ways. And I think in
education that is particularly so. We now, I think, use technology in an educational
setting to help transform how people think and help them learn more efficiently and learn
a broader range of topics and subjects. And I think that is really exciting for people in
this room and for myself.
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02. 20—03; 12
Blackboard , I understand, was founded in 1997. So it is not a new company. It has
been around for a long time. Since 1997, Blackboard has been innovating and

developing ways in which classrooms can be run more efficiently and in ways that can
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help instructors and teachers to teach young people. It is now I think the most well-
known learning management system, educational learning management system in the
world. And my colleague Catherine said that when she was in university, which was
much more recently than I was, she used Blackboard. So you all know about this. I
must admit [ don’t know very much about it. But I am glad to know that people who are
in the room know more about this technology.
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03: 12—03. 48

In 2014, President Obama demonstrated his support for educational technology by
allocating nearly half a billion, one half billion dollars to fund continued development
and implementation of educational technological innovation. Even though there has been
great support in this field, there is still much more that we can do, I think, both here in
China and in the US to help give our students, give them a better and innovative
educational experience.
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03: 48—04: 24

China, as we all know, has a tremendously large population. As China’s economy
develops, more and more people are looking to higher education. So I think China really
does demonstrate or it is probably the one country in the world with so much potential to
use these new technologies. Every day I hear of how much needs there is for more
education, more higher education in China. What China is doing is to try to
accommodate young people in China and to provide that kind of education.
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