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The 2015 International Master Class on
Directing ( Northern Europe)

The 2015 International Master Class on Directing will be held on May 10th. to
June 15th , 2015. Cosponsored by the Art Bureau of the Chinese Ministry of Culture
and Shanghai Theatre Academy, this event is hosted by Directing Department of STA.
Five internationally famous directors from Northern Europe( Sweden, Denmark , Norway,
Finland, Iceland ) will be invited to give lectures and workshops. Each International
director will teach for a week. During the first fours days of the week, the director
master will lecture and train the students on class. On the fifth day, the students are
required to give a presentation in public. The professor and students will sum up and
review what they have learned in the whole week by discussing in the last two days.

Under the support of the Art Bureau of the Chinese Ministry of Culture, the
Ministry of Education, the Propaganda Department of the CCP Shanghai Committee
and the Commission of Education in Shanghai, we have already held six Master
Classes on Directing from 2009. They are 2009 International Master Class on Directing
(U. S. A.), 2010 International Master Class on Directing ( U. K. ), 2011 International
Master Class on Directing( Russia ) ,2012 International Master Class on Directing ( France) ,
2013 International Master Class on Directing( German) ,2014 International Master Class on
Directing( Oceania ). Many contemporary theater directors from U. S. A., U. K.,
Russia , France and German came to Shanghai, together with the Chinese directors and
actors from the famous theaters all over China, discussed the directing techniques and

exchanged their opinions on arts so that the new spark and inspiration of arts were
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generated. After each Master Class, we compiled all the contends of the class to edit
and publish the books with CDs, which recorded the master class in details, summed
up the essence of the directing techniques and also added a rich Fortune to the theater
culture in our country. Till now, we have already published four books of the series
of International Master Class on Directing, which are 2009 International Master Class on
Directing ( U. S. A.), 2010 International Master Class on Directing ( U. K. ), 2011
International Master Class on Directing ( Russia) and 2012 International Master Class on
Directing( France) , the book 2013 International Master Class on Directing( German) now
is also being edited intensively .

Besides the faculty and students of the Directing Department of STA, senior
professional directors from all over China are also encouraged to apply. This year we will
" recruit 30 students. Priority is give to directors who have won the awards of the “National
Stagecraft Competition Project . ” There are also financial support available for them.

It is the first time in China that such a master class is held to introduce famous
Northern Europe directing professors systematically. STA will also invite experienced
Chinese directors to assist/ collaborate with the international masters. During that time,
many theatre Festivals are going to be held in Shanghai. Theatre groups from different
countries all over the world will gather in Shanghai, which will add great resources
and more splendor to the 2015 Intemational Master Class on Directing( Northern Europe) .

The International Master Class on Directing is planned to be held for 10 sessions
from 2009 to 2018, which are as follows,

2009 — United States of America

2010 — United Kingdom

2011 — Russia

2012 — France

2013 — Germany

2014 — Oceania

2015 — Northern Europe

2016 — Southern Europe

2017 — America

2018 — Courtries with ancient civilizations
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Prof Egill Heidar Anton Palsson

Education background .

Born in 1974 in Reykjavik Iceland

1995 - 1999, Icelandic Drama Academy, for Diploma in Acting.

1999 - 2002, National Theater School of Denmark, for Diploma in Theater
Directing; assistant to Thomas Ostermeier at the Schaubuhene in Berlin

2003 —2006, Head of Acting Department of Listahaskdli islands

2006 — 2012, teacher in Directing Department of Denmark National
Theater Academy

Till now, Professor in Directing Department of Ernst Busch Theater
Academy

His academic theories .

In his classes of acting and directing, he always puts emphasis on
Physical Action Theory put forward by Stanislavsky and G. Tovstonogov.
Besides his own theories of theater, he learned a lot from Prof. Hans
Henriksen, Sverre Rodhal and Irina Malochewskaja in Denmark, also from
Eisenstein regarding Montage theory, Mayerholds theory’s of Directing and
acting, as well as Rimini Protocol's and Tim Etchell’s studies.

His works .

The theaters and dramas Prof. Palsson has directed in Europe such as
Denmark, Iceland, Sweden and Germany vary in style, including classic
works like Shakespeare's Macbeth, Strindberg's Madam Julie and Playing
with Fire, Ibsen's Lady from the Sea, Jon Fosse's a Summer-day, many
modern works like Marius Von Mayenburg’'s Cold Child ( Das kalte Kind) ,
Roland Schimmelpfennich Arabian Night ( Die arabische Nacht) , Daniel
Wedel's Book-thief, Songs about Difficult People, Sarah Kane's Psychosis
4:48 and more, as well as many works in the name of his own company
MINDGROUP, including representatives like Madness ( Galskab), Demo-



crazy, MindKamp, Hunger, Friends ( cooperation with Fix Foxy) and Pretty
Woman ( cooperation with Fix Foxy).

Upcoming programs

Operation Valentine, original works in the Faroe Islands.

A Streetcar named Desiree; Royal Theater Copenhagen/Denmark
National Theater

Who is afraid of Virginia Woolf. Reykjavik City Theater
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