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1. A Brief Introduction to Shanghai
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Key Words: Hu, Shen, gate of the Yangtze River Valley, flat,
Huangpu River, 16 districts, 24 million, 6340 sqg. km, mild
and moist, magnolia, a long history, inclusive culture, rich
tourism resources

Lead-in JF35 11
Shanghai is one of the fastest-changing cities in the world, in

the same league as New York, London and Tokyo.
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Basic Facts (Origin of the Name, Location, Geography,
Main River, Government, Population and Size, City Flower,
Climate) AL (AFORYE, (8, M, FZME, 7
&5y NHmRL, i, Ade)

Shanghai is called “Hu” or “Shen” for short. Located at the
outlet where Yangtze River empties into the sea, Shanghai is the
gate of the Yangtze River Valley. The main part of Shanghai’s land
area is flat with an average altitude of 4 meters. Huangpu River, the
mother river of the city, splits Shanghai into two parts: the east part
and the west part.

Shanghai is a municipality directly under the administration of
the central government. With an area of 6340 square kilometers, it
has 16 districts and a population of over 24 million. The climate of
Shanghai is generally mild and moist, with four distinctive seasons

and the best time to visit Shanghai is spring and autumn. Spring is

the best time to appreciate blossom of the city flower — magnolia.

Shanghai's City Flower—Magnolia
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Past and Present JJjj 5 S5 ER

If you have ever been to Shanghai, you are sure to be
impressed by its modernization. However, you can hardly imagine
such a modern city with a long history. The land of Shanghai has
existed for over 6000 years. Over a thousand years ago, Shanghai
was only a fishing village. In 1267, a market town was established.
In 1292, Shanghai County was set up. After the Opium War,
Shanghai became a treaty port opened to foreign powers in 1843.
By the 1930s, Shanghai had become the financial center of Asia and
earned the name of “Wall Street of the East”. The year 1949 marked
the beginning of rehabilitation of Shanghai. Then, the year 1990
saw the opening and development of Pudong and Shanghai again

became an icon of the country.

Shanghai’s Old Shikumen House
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Today Shanghai serves as the most influential economic,

financial, international trade and cultural center in East China.

Besides, it is a popular tourist destination for visitors to sense the

pulsating development of the country.

Culture X1k

Shanghai is often characterized as being “modern, diverse, open,

and inclusive”. It is a fast-changing city with residents from around

China and even the world. Many have brought their own distinctive

cultures with them. Here, you may find the perfect blend of cultures,

the modern and the traditional, the western and the oriental.

Tourism Resources Jifeilif % i °

The Qriental Pearl TV Tower

Shanghai is a tourist destination
renowned for its historical landmarks
such as the Bund and the City
God Temple, its modern and ever-
expanding Pudong skyline including
the Oriental Pearl TV Tower, Jinmao
Tower and Shanghai Tower, and its
reputation as a cosmopolitan center
for culture and design.

Whether you are a tourist or a
business person, first time or regular,
Shanghai will give you something
old, something new and something

different.



