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Becoming
an American
Citizen

L E)a R ESESVNEE

BNERBEXTARBOIGEENIE . XEEEER T ARNARZEAREMA NI
PEERR. EEXRSHAEEEEZNETNREERTHERHEN .

FrEEXEHERERMAZEEEFEZEERDEZEBNA, HEXEQR, RNEEMMNAEE
N

Every nation has its own laws and customs concerning citizenship. Such laws describe who
the country’s citizens are and how others can become citizens. In the United States, American
citizenship is defined in the Fourteenth Amendment' to the Constitution.

All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction® thereof®,
are citizens of the United States, and of the state wherein they reside.

As the amendment indicates, there are two ways that a person can become a citizen of the

United States—by birth or by naturalization®.

Citizens by Birth

Over 90 percent of today’s American citizens became citizens at birth. They gained United
States citizenship because of where they were born or to whom they were born.

The Law of the Soil

The most common way people become American citizens at birth is known as the law of
the soil, or jus soli. Any person born on American soil, either in the United States or in one of its
overseas territories, automatically becomes an American citizen. This is applicable even if the
child’s parents are not American citizens. For example, a child born in Michigan to parents who
are Canadian citizens is an American citizen at birth because he or she was born on American
soil.

The law of the soil also applies to children born in areas under American jurisdiction. This

includes government workers and military personnel stationed® in other countries. Also included
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An exception to the law of the soil affects a small group of children born in the United States.

are American ships in foreign waters.

These are children of foreign diplomats® working in the United States. While here, the diplomats

are representatives of other countries. For this reason, they are under the jurisdiction of their

home governments. Although their children may be born on American soil, they are not American

citizens at birth.

The Law of Blood

A second way a person can become a United States citizen at birth is by the law of blood,
or jus sanguinis. Any person born outside the United States to parents who are American citizens
automatically becomes an American citizen at birth. The only requirement is that one of the parents
once lived in the United States. A child born in Paris to American parents who have moved to
France, for example, is an American citizen at birth.

If only one of the child’s parents is an American citizen, the law of blood still applies. But the
rules are slightly different. In most cases, though, the child becomes an American citizen at birth as

long as the American parent has lived in the United States for a certain length of time.

Citizens by Naturalization

Not all Americans, of course, become United States
citizens at birth. Many come to the United States as
citizens of other countries. Those who wish to stay here
permanently’ are known as immigrants. Many of the

immigrants become American citizens. The process by

which this happens is called naturalization.

To become a naturalized citizen, immigrants must k
meet certain qualifications. They must be at least 18 years
old. They must have entered the United States legally. They must have lived in the United States
for at least five years, including six months in the state in which they are to be naturalized. They

must show that they can read, write, and speak simple English. They must show an understanding

of the principles of American government. And, they must be of “good moral character”.
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.amendment [o'mendmeant] n. HIE, &IF; XE; BEER, BIEEN
. jurisdiction [,d3uaris'dik[en] n. S3%; FHHAAN; EIE

. thereof [Oear'ov, -'Df] adv. EHT, %:T

. naturalize ['neetf orolaiz] v. FIMAEE, 4

.station ['sterfon] ve. 33, RE n. Fih; Wit

. diplomat ['diplomeet] n. 42X E, BIZFHROIAN, BUEHA

. permanently ['p3:mantli] adv. ;kfFHs, REH, KAl

ps7 AN

e i
{ .. Expression iggz#

yi
— 1. subject to ------XF2; BRMTF

e.g. All nuclear installations are subject to international safeguards.
— U i T E RRB IR 1
All the holidays on offer are subject to availability.
TR ENTRE REEELATRZ TR,
2.apply to Bx; Hk; FMH; KA
e.g. What I am saying applies only to some of you.
BT A RS RARITR A —EE N
The new technology was applied to farming.
IR AEN AT R,
3. as/solong as RE; BTF; BR; &K
e.g. We’ll go as long as the weather is good.
REXRFHEAMNHE,

So long as there is a demand for these drugs, the financial incentive for drug dealers

will be there.
REFSREBTK, BEENEFEEARTFE.
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I. Write the correct letter in the blank.

1. Every nation has its own laws and customs citizenship.
A. concerning B. relating C. concerned
2. Any person born on American soil becomes an American citizen.
A. immediately B. automatically C. spontaneously
3. This includes government workers and military personnel in other countries.
A. stated B. stationed C. stayed
4. Those who wish to stay here are known as immigrants.
A. permanently B. persistently C. perceivably

5. If only one of the child’s parents is an American citizen, the law of blood still

A. avails B. affects C. applies

II. Complete the paragraph.

An 1 to the law of the soil 2 a small group of children born in the United

States. These are children of foreign 3 working in the United States. While

here, the diplomats are 4 of other countries. For this reason, they are under the

5 of their home governments. 6 their children may be

born on American 7 , they are not American citizens 8

II1. Write true (T) or false (F).

1. Over 80 percent of today’s American citizens became citizens at birth.

2 To become a naturalized citizen, immigrants must meet certain qualifications.
3. Not all Americans become United States citizens at birth.

4 A child born in Paris to American parents who have moved to France is not an

American citizen at birth.

5. Immigrants must show an understanding of the principles of American government.
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Answer

I. .LA2.B3.B4AS5C
II. 1. exception 2. affects 3. diplomats 4. representatives

S. jurisdiction 6. Although 7. soil 8. at birth
I.1.F2.T3.T4.F5.T
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Making
American
Democracy Work

LEREAGESE

EEARRERFNAR. XE2HEBEBMMELIKR . B2, BREXERE-RRMEFEREK, £
HENEEREENR, TREARGERSSRIBFIEFE,

Americans are citizens of a democracy'. They have been shaped by their past and by the
modern age in which they live. But, something more than knowing who American citizens are is
needed to make American democracy work from day to day. It takes citizens’ willing to become
involved in government. But, being involved in government is not always easy. American citizens

need knowledge and skills to do their jobs effectively?.

Acquiring’® and Using Information

Today’s citizens need to know how to answer important questions. They need to know how
to find facts in books, magazines, and reference* works, from radio and television reports, and from
other sources. They need to know how to learn information from telephone inquiries®, interviews,
and by letter.

One of the first skills needed for effective citizenship®, then, is the ability to gather and use
information. Being informed is the first step toward making a sensible’ decision. Only after making
a decision based on the facts can citizens take actions to meet their goals.

Consider this example. Imagine that you live on a very busy street. You have heard that the
city government is considering installing a new traffic light on the street. Your neighbors seem
divided on the issue. Several favor the idea, believing it will bring added safety. Others are against
it. Some fear it would raise taxes. Others think it might slow down traffic.

Before you can make a decision about the new traffic light, you need to gather information.

You need to ask questions like: where would the traffic light be placed? Have any accidents
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occurred there in the last year?

To answer the first question, you might contact a member of city government. This contact
could be made by telephone, by letter, or in person. To answer the second question, you could look
in the newspapers at the library and see how many accidents have been reported. You could also
contact the local police department or city traffic division.

After you have gathered information, you need to use it, or to present it in a way that is
easily understood. Perhaps you could write a report of your findings. Or, you might draw a graph®

comparing traffic on your street with traffic on another busy street in town.

Assessing’ Involvement

Many issues affect citizens in today’s world—so many, in fact, that every person cannot
become involved in them all. Instead, Americans must decide which issues to become involved in
and which issues to pass by. To do this, citizens need to assess their involvement in each issue, or
decide how important an issue is to them.

To decide how involved you should be in an issue, you need to know two things. First, in
what ways could the situation affect you and others? Second, how could your own actions affect
the outcome of the situation?

Think again about the traffic light example. How are you involved? Do you regularly cross
the street? If not, is it important to other people that the traffic light be installed? Knowing your

own needs and being aware of the needs of others are important to the mastery of this skill.

Making Decisions

A third vital citizenship skill is making thoughtful decisions about government matters.
Citizens need to recognize that there can be more than one solution to any problem. They need to
be able to identify alternatives!® and decide which will be the most effective for themselves and
others. To do this, citizens need to know what goals or values are involved in each alternative, and
what the consequences of a certain choice will be.

In the debate about the traffic light, you need to make some important decisions. Before
deciding for or against a new light, you need to think about other alternatives. You might consider
whether a flashing yellow light would serve the same purpose. Perhaps a crosswalk would be
enough. What are the consequences of choosing one of these alternatives? Are they better choices

than installing a traffic light? When you have given all the alternatives careful consideration, you

g



will be better able to make a good decision.

Making Judgments

A fourth skill for effective citizenship is the ability to make sound judgments. To judge
someone or something is to determine its worth in terms of a certain standard.

In the case of the traffic light, a standard you might use to judge the situation could be
safety. Are people really in danger when they cross the street? Another standard you might use
to determine your judgment might be practicality'’. How much will a new traffic light cost? The

standards you use will shape the judgment you make about the project.

Communicating

A fifth skill necessary for effective citizenship is the ability to communicate. There are many
ways to get ideas and viewpoints across to others. An effective citizen needs to have skills in both
speaking and writing. Such a citizen should feel comfortable addressing the public as well as
talking with a friend.

When you have made your decision for or against a new traffic light, for example, it is time
to tell other people how you feel. You could go to a government meeting and speak to the leaders

there. Or, you might write them a letter listing the reasons for your decision.

Cooperating

A sixth skill is the ability to cooperate. To achieve goals, citizens need to work together.
Cooperation includes being able to be a leader or a follower, depending on the situation. It means
coping with conflict in a group and working with people who are different from yourself.

Before a decision about the traffic light has been made, it probably would be a good idea
to find out what your neighbors think of the problem. You might decide to have a meeting. In the
meeting, each person would be allowed to speak. Cooperation means listening to other people,
even if their views disagree with your own views. Cooperation also means accepting the final

decision of the majority of the group.

Promoting Interests

A seventh citizenship skill is the ability to recognize and promote your own interests. What is

10
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most important to you in a given situation? How can you work to carry out your goals?

Think again about the traffic light question. In this case, one thing important to you, and to

many others, is safety. To promote your interests—safety—you may decide to join together to

work in favor of the light.
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. democracy [di'mokrasi] n. REEXEE, BREEX

. effective [1fektiv] adj. BEH, HBANRZIENZRN, BHH
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. assess [a'ses] vt. fAE, TEE
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11. practicality [ preektr'keelotr] n. SLA M
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1. base sth. on/upon sth. [}{----- HEM (RIE) \
e.g. What are you basing this theory on?

RXFIER IRIER A7

The movie is based on a real-life incident.

IXERE B I T S A SRR g — S h B,
2. take action XEfTz0, REIFIA

e.g. Firefighters took action immediately to stop the blaze spreading.

JHBIBA RS BDRELT 175 L R KE




